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NOTE. 

The first five i>Icces in this volume, and the Ed- 
itorial Address from the Massachusetts Quarterly 
Review ” were i)ublished hy Air. Emerson, long 
ago. The .sj>eeches at tfte John Brown, tlie AValter 
Scott, and the Free Religious Association meetings 
were published at the time, no doubt with his con- 
sent, but without any active co-oj>eration on his 
part. TJie “ Fortune of the Republic’^ aj^peared 
separately in 1879: the rest have never been 2 >ub- 
lished. In none was any change fiom the original 
form ni:ule by me, excej^t in the ‘‘Fortune of the 
Kcpublicf,” which was made ui> from several lect- 
ures for the occasion ui>on which it was read. 

J. E. CABOT. 
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THE LORD’S SUPPER 

SEKMOX DELIVERED BEFORE THE SECOND CHURCH IS BOSTON 
SEPTEMBER 9, 1S33. 




THE LORD’S SUPPER. 


Tlie Kingdom of God is not meat and drink ; but rightcous- 
noss, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. — Romans xiv. 
17 . 


In the ]ii.story of the Church no subject has been 
more fruitful of eontrover.sy than the Lord’s Sup- 
lH?r. There never has been any unanimity in tlie 
understanding of its nature, nor any uniformity in 
the mode of celebrating it. Witliout considering 
the frivolous <iuestion.s which have been lately de- 
bated as to the posture in Avliich men should par- 
take of it ; whether mixed or unmixed wine shouhl 
be served ; whether leavened or unleavenetl bread 
should be broken ; — the <piestion.s Ivave been settled 
differently in every chmvli, who should be admittetl 
to tlie feast, and how' often it should be prepared. 
In the Catholic Church, infants ivere at one time 
penuitted and then forbidden to partake ; and, 
since tbe ninth century, the laity receive the bread 
only, the cup being re.served to the priestliood. So, 
as to the time of the solemnity. In the Fourth 
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liateran Council, it was decreed that any believer 
ahould conuniinicate at least once in a year, — at 
Easter. Afterwai’ds it was determined that this 
Sacrament should be received three times in the 
year, — at Easter, "Whitsuntide and Christmas. 
But more imjmrtant controversies have arisen re- 
specting its nature. The famous ijuestion of the 
Beal Presence was the main controversy between 
the Church of England and the Church of Rome. 
The doctrine of the Consubstantiation taught by 
Luther was denied by CaWiu. In the Chui'ch Tfi. 
England, Archbishops Laud and Wake maintained 
that the elements were an Eucharist, or sacrifice of 
Thanksgiving to God ; Cud worth and Warburton, 
that this was not a sacrifice, but a .sacrificial feast ; 
and Bishop Iloadley, that it was neither a sacrifice 
nor a feast after sacrifice, but a simple commemo- 
ration. And finally, it is now near two hundred 
years since the Society of Quakers denied the au- 
thority of the rite altogether, and gave good rea-sons 
for disusing it. 

I allude to these facts only to show that, so far 
from the supper being a tradition in' which men 
are fully agreed, there has always been the widest 
room for difference of opinion upon t^jis particular. 
Having recently given particular attention to this 
subject, I was led to the conclusion that «Tesu8 did 
not intend to establish an institution for perpetual 
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observance when he ate the l*assover with his dis- 
ciples ; and, further, to the opinion, that it is not 
expedient to celebrate it as we do. I shall now 
endeavor to state distinctly iny reasons for these 
two opinions. 

I. The authority of the rite. 

An account of the last supper of Christ with his 
discij)lcs is given by the four Evangelists, Mat- 
thew, Mai’k, Luke, and John. 

In St. Mattliew's (tos|)el (Matt. xx^d. 20-30) 
^fe reoorde<l tl»e words bf Jesus in giving bread and 
wine on that occasion to his disciples, but no ex- 
jiression occurs intimating that this feast was here- 
after to be commemorated. In St. Mark (Mark 
xiv. 22-25) tlie same words are recorded, and still 
with no intimation that the occasion was to be re- 
ineiubered. St. Luke (Luke xxii. 19), after re- 
lating the breaking of the bread, has these words : 
“This do in remembrance of me.” In St. John, 
although other occurrences of the same evening ai’e 
related, this whole transaction is passed over with- 
out notice. 

Now observe the facts. Two of the Evangelists, 
namely^ Matthew and John, were of the twelve dis- 
ciples, and w§re present on that occasion. Neither 
of them drops the slightest intimation of any inten- 
tion on the part of Jesus to set up anything perma- 
xmit. John especially, Uie beloved disciple, who 
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lias recorded with minuteness the conversation and 
the transactions of that memorable evening, has 
quite omitted such a notice. Neither does it aji- 
jiear to have come to the knowledge of Mark, who, 
though not an eye-witness, relates the other facts. 
This material fact, that the occasion was to be re- 
membered, is found in Luke alone, who w^as not 
present. There is no reason, however, that wc 
know, for rejecting the account of Luke. I doubt 
not, tlie expression was used bj' Jesus. I .shall pres- 
ently consider its meaning.* I have only brou^t 
these a<‘eounts together, that you may judge whether 
it is likely that a solemn institution, to be continued 
to tlie end of time by all mankind, as they shoidd 
come, nation after nation, within the influence of 
the Christian religion, would Imve been established 
in this slight manner — in a manner so slight, that 
the intention of commemorating it shoidd not aj)- 
pear, from their narrative, to have caught the ear 
or dwelt in the mind of the only two among the 
twelve who wrote down what happened. 

Still we must siqipose that the expression, “ This 
do in remembrance of me, ' had come to the ear of 
Luke from some disciple wlio was ])resent. What 
did it I'eally signify ? It is a ])rophetic and an af- 
feefionate expression. Jesus is a Jew, sitting with 
his eountrymen, celebrating their national feast. 
He thinks of his own impending death, and wishes 
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the minds of his diseijdtis to l)o ])roparod for it. 

When hereafter,” he says to tliein, “ you shall 
keep the Passover, it will have an altered aspect to 
your eyes. It is now a historical covenant of God 
with the Jewish nation. Hereafter it will remind 
3^011 of a new covenant st^aled with my blood. In 
years to come, as long as your jieojile shall come 
up to rrcnisalem to keep this feast, the connection 
which has subsisted between us will give a new 
meaning in j’oiir eyes to the national festival, as 
tii® anniversary of nn^ ( 4 i‘ath.” I sec natural feel- 
ing and beaut}' in the use of such language from 
Jesus, a friend to his friends; I can readily imagine 
that he was willing and desirous, when his disciples 
met, his nu*m()rv sliould hallow their intercourse ; 
but I cannot bring myself to believe that in the use 
of such an expression he looked bej'ond the living 
generation, Inwond the abolition of the festival he 
was celebrating, and the scattering of the nation, 
and meant to impose a memorial feast upon the 
whole world. 

AVithout presuming to fix precisely the piu’pose 
in the mind of Jesus, you will see that many opin- 
ions majr be entertained of his intention, all con- 
sistent with the opinion that he did not design a 
perpetual ordinance. lie ina}" have foreseen that 
his disciples woidd meet to remember him, and that 
wiJtli good effect. It may have crossed his mind 
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tliat this Avoidtl be easily coutiiuieil a haudrcd or a 
thousand years, — as men more easily transmit a 
fonn tliau a virtue, — and yet have been altogether 
out of his purpose to fasten it upon men in all times 
and all countries. 

But tliough the words, “ Do this in remembrance 
of me," do not occur in ^latthew, Mark or John, 
and although it should be granted us that, taken 
alone, they do not necessarily import so much as is 
usually thought, yet many persons are apt to imag- 
ine that the very striking and personal manner 4it 
which the eating and drinking is described, indi- 
cates a sti’ikuig and formal purpose to found a fes- 
tival. And I admit that this impression might 
probably be left u 2 >on the mind of one Avho read 
only the passages under consideration in the New 
Testament. But this impression is removed by 
readmg any narrative of the mode in which the an- 
cient or the modern Jews have kei)t the Passover. 
It is then jierceived that the leading circum.stances 
in the Gospels are only a faithful account of that 
ceremony. Je.sus did not celebrate the Pa-ssover, 
and afterwards the Supper, but. the Sui)per was the 
Passover. He did with his disciples exactly what 
every master of a family in Jerusalem was doing at 
the same hour with his nousehold. It appears that 
the Jews ate the lamb and the unleavened bread 
and drank wine after a ijrescribed manner. It tys 
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the custom for the master of the feast to break the 
bread and to bless it, using this formula, which 
the Talmudists have preserved to us, “ lllessed be 
Thou, O Lord, our God, who givest us the fniit 
of the vine,” — and then to give the cup to all. 
Among the modern Jews, who in their dispersion 
retain the Passover, a hymn is also sung after this 
ceremony, specifying tlic twelve gi’eat works done 
by God for the deliveran<*e of their fathers out of 
Egypt. 

• But still it may be asked, AVI13' did Jesus make 
expressions so extraordinaiy and empliatic as these 
— “ This is my body which is broken for you. 
Take ; eat. This is mj* blood which is shed for 
you. Drink it ” ? — I repl^' they are not extraor- 
dinary expressions from him. They were familiar 
in his mouth. He alwaj’s taught by parables and 
.synilx)ls. It was the national way of teaching, and 
was largely used bj"^ him. Eemember the I’eadi- 
ness which he always showed to spiritualize every 
occurrence. He stopped and wi-ote on the sand. 
He admonished liis disciples respecting tlie leaven 
of the Pliarisces. He instructed the woman of Sa- 
maria respecting living water. He pennitted him- 
self to Ke anointed, declaring that it w'as for his 
intefment. He washed tlie feet of his disciples. 
These are admitted to be symbolical actions and 
expjressions. Here, in like maitner, he calls the 
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bread Ms body, and bids the disciples eat. lie 
had used the same expi-essioii repeatedly before. 
The I'eason why St. John docs not repeat Ms words 
on this occasion, seems to be that he had rej)orted 
a similar discourse of Jesus to the j)eople of Caper- 
naum moi’e at length already (John vi. 27-60.) 
He there tells the Jews, “ Except ye eat the flesh 
of the Son of 2klan and drink Ms blood, ye have no 
life in you.” And when the Jews on that occasion 
complained that they did not comi)rehend Avhat he 
meant, he added for theiifc better undcrstandini^, 
and as if for our understanding, that we might not 
think his body was to be actually eaten, that he 
only meant we should live by his commandment. 
He closed his discourse with these explanatory ex- 
pi’essions : “ The flesh profiteth nothing ; the words 
that I .sjieak to you, they ai'e spirit and they ai’e 
life.” 

Whilst I am upon this topic, I cannot help re- 
marking that it is not a little singular that w'e 
should have pi’cserved this rite and insisted upon 
perpetuating one symbolical act of Christ whilst we 
have totally neglected all others, — particularly one 
other which had at least an ecpial claim to our ob- 
servance. Jesus washed the feet of his disciples 
ancl told them that, as he had wasfied their ffcet, 
they ought to wash one another’s feet ; for he had 
given them an examjdc, that they should do as he 
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had done to them. I ask any person wlio l>eUeve3 
the Supper to have been desi<jned by Jesus to be 
coinmeniorated forever, to go and read the account 
of it in the other Gospels, and tlien coinj)are with 
it the account of this transaction in St. Jolin, and 
tell me if thi.s be not much more explicitly author- 
ized than the Supper. It only differs in tins, that 
we have found the Supper used in New England 
and the wasliing of the feet not. Ilut if we had 
found it an establishe<l rite in our churches, on 
gfounds of more autlidlity, it would have been im- 
pos.sible to have arguwl against it. That rite is 
used by the Church of Home, and by the Sande- 
manians. It has been very properly dropped by 
other Christians. AN'hy ? For two reasons : (1) 
because it was a local custom, and unsuitable in 
western countries ; and (2) because it was tj'pical, 
and all understood that humility is the thing signi- 
fied. But the Passover was local too, and does not 
concern us, and its bread and wine were typical, 
and do not help us to iinderstand the redemption 
which they signified. These views of the original 
accoiint of the Lord’s Supper load me to esteem it 
an occasion full of solemn and prophetic interest, 
but never intended by Jesus to be the foundation 
of a perpetual institution. 

It appears however in Christian history tliat the 

disciples had very early taken advantage of these 
vou XI. a 
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impressive words of Christ to hold religions r.ioct- 
iiigs, where they broke bread and drank wine as 
sunbols. I look upon this fai*t as very natural in 
the cireinnstances of the ehnreh. The diseiples 
lived together : they tlu-ew all their ])ro])erty into a 
eomiuon stoek : they wore bound together by the 
memory of Christ, and nothing eoxdd be more nat- 
ural than that this eventful evening should be af- 
fectionately remembered by them ; that they, Jews 
like Jesus, should adopt his expressions and his 
tvi)es, and furthermon*, that what was done wltli 
peculiar propriety by them, his personal friends, 
with less propriety should come to be extended to 
their companions also. In this way religious feasts 
grew' up among the early Christians. They were 
readily adopted by the Jewish converts who were 
familiar with religious feasts, and also by the Pa- 
gan converts whose idolatrous worship had been 
made up of sacred festivals, and who very readily 
abused these to gross riot, as appeal’s from the cen- 
sures of St. Paid. Many persons consider this 
fact, the observance of such a memorial feast by 
the early diseiples, decisive of the question whether 
it ought to be observed by us. There was good 
rqjison for his personal friends to rcmem^er their 
friend and repeat his words. It was only too prob- 
able that among the lialf converted Pagans and 
Jews, any rite, any form, would find favor, wliiist 
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yet uiialjlo to eonii)relien<l tlic spiritual character 
of Christianity, 

Tlie circunistan(‘cs however, that St. Paul adopts 
these views, has seemed to many ])ersons conclusive 
in favor of the institution. 1 am of opinion that it 
is wholly upon the epistle to the Corintliians, and 
not upon the Gospels, that the ordinance stands. 
Upon this matter of St. Paurs view of the Supper, 
a few im2)ortant considerations must be stated. 

The end which he has in view, in the eleventh 
(‘liffl^ter of the first Ei)fstle is not to enjoin uj^on 
his friends to observe the Supper, but to censure 
their abuse of it. AVe quote the i>assage nowadays 
as if it enjoined attendance u])on the Sujq^er ; l)ut 
he wrote it merely to chide them for drunkenness.. 
To make their enormity jdainer he goes hack to 
thiC origin of this leligious feast to show what sort 
of feast that was, out of which this riot of theirs 
came, and so rclati^s the transactions of the Last 
Sup2)er. “ I liave rci idved of the Lord/’ he says, 

that which I delivered to you.'’ By this expres- 
sion it is often thought that miraculous eommuni- 
eation is inqdied ; hut eertaiiily without good rea- 
son, if it is remembered that St. Paul was living^ 
in the Iffetime of all the apostles who could give 
him an account of the transaction ; and it is con- 
trary to all reason to su})i)ose that God should 
\Kork a miracle to convey information that could 
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so easily bo got by natural means. So that the im- 
port of the expression is that he had received the 
story of an eye-witness such as we also possess. 

But there is a material circumstance which dimin- 
ishes our confidence in the correctness of the Ai>os- 
tle's view ; and that is, the obseiwation that his 
mind had not escaped the prevalent error of the 
j)rimitive church, the belief, namely, that the 
second coming of Christ would shortly occur, until 
which time, he tells them, this feast was to be kept. 
Elsewhere he tells them th&t at that time tlie wdMd 
woidd be burnt up with fire, and a new government 
established, in which the Saints would sit on 
thrones ; so slow were the disciples during the life 
and after the ascension of Clirist, to receive the 
idea which we receive, that lus second coming was 
a spii'itual kingdom, the dominion of his religion in 
the hearts of men, to be extended gi'adually over 
the whole world. In this manner we may sec 
clearly enough how this ancient ordinance got its 
footing among the early Christians, and this single 
expectation of a speedy I'oappearance of a temporal 
Messiah, winch kei)t its influence even over so spir- 
itual a man as St. Paul, woidd naturally tend to 
preserve the use of the rite when once established. 

We arrive then at this conclusion : first, that it 
docs not appear, from a careful examination of the 
account of the Last Sujiper in the Evangelists, that 
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it was designed l)y Jesus to be perpetual : secondly, 
that it does not appear that the opinion of St. Paul, 
all things considered, ought to alter our opinion 
derived from the Evangelists. 

One general remark Ijcfore quitting this l>rancli 
of this subject. We ought to be eauti«)ns in taking 
even the best ascertained o])inions and practices 
of the primitive church, for our own. If it could 
be satisfactorily shown that they esteemed it au- 
thorized and to be transmitted foi-evcr, that does 
not settle the question *for us. "II'c know how in- 
veterately they were attached to their Jewish pi'cju- 
dices, and how often even the influence of Clirist 
failed to enlarge their views. On every other sub- 
ject succeeding times have learned to form a judg- 
ment more in accoi’dance with the spirit of Chris- 
tianity than was the j)raetice of tlie early ages. 

II. But it is said : “ Admit that the rite was not 
designed to be perpetual. What harm doth it ? 
Ihjre it stands, generally acceided. xmder some 
form, by the Christian world, the undoubted occa- 
sion of much good ; is it not better it should re- 
main ? This is the question of expediency. 

I proceed to state a few objections that in my 
judgment lie against its use in its present form. 

1. If the view which I have taken of the history 
of the institution be correct, then the claim of au- 
thority should be dropped in administering it. You 
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say, every time you eclelu'ate the rite, that Jesus 
enjoined it ; and the \vlu>le language you use eon- 
veys that impression. But it yen reatl the 
Testament as 1 do, you do not believe he did. 

2. It has seemed to me that the use of this ordi- 
nance tends to produce confusion in our views of 
the relation of the soul to Clod. It is the old ob- 
jection to the doctrine of tlie Trinity, — that the 
true worship was transferred from (dod to Christ, 
or that such confusion was introduced into the soul 
that an undivided worshij) was given nowhere, fs 
not that the effect of the Lord’s Supper? 1 appeal 
now to the convictions of communicants, and ask 
such persons whether they have not been oci‘asiou- 
ally conscious of a 2 )ainful confusion of thought be- 
tween the worsliip diuj to ( lod and the commemorat i' m 
due to Christ. For the service does not stand ujion 
the basis of a veduutary act, but is imposed by au- 
thority'. It is an expression of gratitude to C’hrist, 
enjoined by Christ. There is an endeavor to kei’]) 
J esus in mind, whilst yet the prayers are addi-ossed 
to God. I fear it is the effect of this ordinance to 
clothe Jesus with an authority whicli he nevm' 
claimed and which disti'aets the mind of^thc wor- 
shipper. I know' our ojnnions difftff much respect- 
ing the nature and offices of Christ, and the degi’cc^ 
of veneration to which he is entitled. I am .so miudi 
a Unitarian as this : that I believe the human intTfd 
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eannot admit but one (_Joil, and that every effort to 
j)ay religious homage to more than one being, goes 
t<t take away all right ideas. I appeal, brethren, to 
your individual exj)eriem;e. In the moment when 
you make the least ])etition to God, tliough it be 
but a silent wish that In- may approve you, or add 
one moment to yoiii- lite, — do you not, in the very 
act. noeessarilv exclude all other lx.ings from vour 
thought? In that act, the soul stands alone with 
God, and Jesus is no more jnesent to your mind 
tJian your brotlu-r or \<>ur child. 

Hut is u(»t .Ifsus called in Sevi];tnro the !Media- 
tor? He is the mediator in that only sense in 
which possibly any Vicing can mediate between God 
and man, — that is, an instructor of man. lie 
teaches us how t<i liecome like God. And a true dis- 
cijile tif Jesus will receive the light he gives most 
thankfully ; but the thaidvS he offers, and which an 
exalted being vill aeeejit. are not c'ompliments, 
eommemorations, but the use of that instruethni. 

3. Passing other objections, I come to this, that 
the use of the elements, however suitable to the 
people and the inoiles of thought in the East, where 
it originated, is foreign and unsuited to affect us. 
AVhatever long usage and strong association mav 
have done in some individuals to deaden this repul- 
sion, I apprehend that their use is rather tolei'ated 
tliaii loved by any of us. Wo are not accustomed 
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to express our thoughts or emotions by symbolical 
actions. Most men iiiiil the bread and 'vvinc no aid 
to devotion, and to some it is a painful imj^ediment. 
To eat bread is one thing ; to love the precepts 
of Christ and resolve to obey them is cpiite another. 

The statement of tliis objection leads me to say 
that I think this difficulty, wherever it is felt, to 
be entitled to the greatest weight. It is alone a 
sufficient objection to the ordinance. It is my own 
objection. This mode of commemorating Christ 
is not suitable to me. That'is reason enougli wllTy 
I should abandon it. If I believed it was enjoined 
by Jesus on his disciples, and that he even contem- 
plated making permanent this mode of commemo- 
ration, every way agreeable to an Eastern mindy 
and yet on trial it w'as disagi’eeable to my own 
feelings, I should not adopt it. I should choose 
other ways which, as more effectual upon me, ho 
woidd approve more. For I choose that my re- 
membi-ances of him should be pleasing, affecting, 
religious. I will love him as a glorified friend, af- 
ter the free way of friendship, and not pay him a 
stiff sign of respect, as men do those whom they 
fear. A passage read from his discour.se3, a mov- 
ing j)rovoeation to works like his, an^ act or meet- 
ing which tends ti? awaken a pure thought, a flow 
of love, an original design of virtue, I call a worthy^ 
a true coinmcmoration. 
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4. The importance ascribed to this particular or- 
dinance is not consistent with the spirit o£ Chris- 
tianity. The general object and effect of the or- 
dinance is unexceptionable. It has been, and is, 
I’ doubt not, the occasion of indefinite good ; but 
an importance is given by Christians to it wdiich 
never can belong to any form. My friends, the 
apostle well assures tis tliat “ the kingdom of God 
is not meat and drink, but righteousness an<l peace 
and joy in the Holy tihost.” I am not so foolish 
as to declaim against ffirms. Forms arc as essen- 
tial as bodies ; but to exalt particular forms, to ad- 
here to one form a. moment after it is outgrown, 
is unreasonable, and it is alien to the .s])irit of 
Christ. If I understand the distinction of Chris- 
tianity, the reason why it is to be preferred over 
all other systems and is divine is this, that it is a 
moral system ; that it 2 >rcsents men with truths 
w'hich are their own reason, and enjoins iiractices 
that are their own justification ; that if miracles 
may be said to have liecn its evidence to the fii’st 
Christians, they are not its evidence to us, but the 
doctrines themselves: that every practice is Chris- 
tian which praises itself, and every practice un- 
christian whieji condemns itself. I am not engaged 
to Christianity by decent form^ or saving ordi- 
nances ; it is not usage, it is not what I do not undeiv 
^iand, that binds me to it, — let these be the sandy 
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foundations of falseliooils. AV'liat I revere and 
obey in it is its reality, its boundless eliarity, its 
deep interior life, tlie rest it gives to mind, the oolio 
it returns to iny thoughts, the })erfeet aeeord it 
makes ^vitll my reason ihn)ugh all its representation 
of God and Ills Provideiiee ; and the persuasion 
and courage that come out thenee to h‘ad me up- 
ward and onward. Freedom is the essence of this 
faith. It has for its object sim})ly to make men 
good and wise. Its institutions tlien should be as 
flexible as the wants of nft*ii. That form out\>f 
which the life ami sultabhaiess liave di»pai‘te(1, 
should be as worthless in its eyes as tlie dead leaves 
that are falling around us. 

And therefore, alrliough for the satisfac‘th)n of 
others I have labored to show by the liistory tliat 
this rite was not intended to lie perpetual : altliougli 
I have gone back to weigh the expressions of Paul, 
I feel that here is the true point of view. In tin' 
midst of considerations as to what Paul thought, 
xind why he so thought, I cannot help feeling that 
it is time misspent to argue to or from his convic- 
tions, or those of Luke and John, respecting any 
fona. I seem to lose the substance in seeking the 
shadow. That for which Paul li\^d and died so 
gloriously ; that^r whieli Jesus gave liimself'to be 
crucified ; the end that animated the thousand 
martyrs and heroes who have followed his steps, 
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was to redeem us from a formal relijyit)!!, aiicl teach 
us to seek our well-heiii" iu the formation of tlie 
soul. The whole world was full of idols and ordi- 
uanees. The Ji'wish was a I'eligion <:»f foians : ii 
was all hody, it had no life, and the Almiylity God 
was pleased to tpialiiy and send forth a man to 
teaeh men that they must servo him with the heai't : 
that only that life was religious which was thor- 
oughly guod ; that sacrifice was smoke, and forms 
wre shallows. This man lived and diial true to 
this purj)ose : and no^'. with his Iilessed word and 
life before us. Christians must contend that it is a 
matter of vital importance, — really a duty, to com- 
memorate him by a ce-rtain forni. whether that form 
be agreeable to their understandings or not. Is 
not this to in.'ike A^aiu the gift of (lod ? Is not this 
to turn buck the luind on tlie dial ? Is not this to 
make men, — to make ourselves, — ft»rget that not 
forms, but duties ; nor names, but rigliteoiisnoss 
and love arc enjoined : and tliat iu tbe eye of God 
there is no other measure of the valiio of any one 
form than the measure of its use ? 

There remain some practical objeetions to the 
ordinance, into wliicli I shall not now enter. There 
is^oiie on wlii^i I had intended to say a few wo^’ds ; 
I mean the unfavorable relatitiii in whieli it places 
that numerous class of persons who abstain from 
it merely from disiiielination to tlie rite. 
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Influenced by these considerations, I have pi’o- 
posed to the brethren of the Clmreh to dro]) the 
use of the elements and the claim of authority in 
the administration of this ordinance, and have siig- 
gested a mode in wliieh a meeting- for the same 
purpose might be held, free of objection. 

My brethren have eousidored my views with pa- 
tience and eantlor, and have recommended, lunini- 
mously, an adlierenee to the present form. I liave 
therefore been compelled to consider whether it be- 
comes me to administer it. ^ 1 am clearly of opin- 
ion I ouglit not. This discourse has already been 
so far extended that I can only say that the rcasou 
of my determination is shortly this : — It is my 
desire, in the office of a Christian minister, to do 
nothing whieli I cannot do with my whole heart. 
Having said this, I have said all. I have no hos- 
tility to this institution ; I am only stating my 
want of sympathy with it. Neither should I ever 
have obtruded this opinion upon other peoi)le, had 
I not been called by my office to administer it. 
That is the end of my op2)Osition, that I am not in- 
terested in it. I am content that it stand to the end 
of the world, if it i)lease men and i)lease Ileaven, 
anti,! shall rejoice in all the good it jivoduces. 

As it is the prevailing 02>inion and feeling in our , 
religious community, that it is an indisjicnsablo 
j)art of the jjastorad office to administer this ordi* 



Till-: Loiti/.'i supi*i:n. 


20 


nance, I am about to resign into your liauils that 
office which you liave eonlided to me. It lias many 
duties for whicli I am feebly qualified. It has 
some wJiIch it will always be my delight to dis- 
< harge according to my ability, wherever I exist. 
And whilst the recollection of its elaims oppresses 
me with a sense of my unworthiness, I am consoled 
by the hope that no time and no change can de- 
prive me of the satisfaction of inirsuing and exer- 
cising its highest functions. 
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Feli.ow Citizens: 

Tjio town of (.'oiifovd begins, this day, the tliird 
eentui’y of its history. ^JJy a coniinon consent, tlie 
jieople of New England, for a few years past, as the 
seeond centennial anniversary of each of its early 
settleincnts arrived, have seen fit to observe the day. 
You have thought it becoming to coinmomorate the 
planting of the fii'st inland town. Tlie sentiment 
is just, and the practice is wise. Our ears shall not 
be deaf to the voice of time. We will review the 
deeds of our fathers, and p.ass that just verdict on 
them we c.xpoot from posterity on our own. ‘*<3 

And 3 'et, iu the eternitv of nature, how recent 
our antupiities appear I The imagination is impa- 
tient of a cj'cle .so short. Wlio can tell how man}' 
thons.and ^'ears, every d.!}', the clouds have shadeil 
these, fields witli»'Aeir jnirple awning? The 1‘ivof, 
l^y whose banks most of us were born, eveiy winter, 
for ages, has sjiread its crust of ice over the great 
Tfleadows which, in ages, it had formed. But the 

VOI.. XI. 3 
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little society of men who now, for a few years, fish 
in this river, fields it washes, mow thct 

grass and reap tlie corn, shortly shall lmrry‘fi*om its 
hanks as did their forefathers. “ Man's life,” said 
the Witan to the Saxon king, “ is the sparrow that 
enters at a window, flutters round the house, and 
flies out at another, and none knoweth whence 
he came, or wliither he goes.” The more reason 
that we should give to our being what permanence 
we can ; — that we should re<‘aU the Past, and ex- 
]iect the Future. 

Yet the race survives whilst the individual dies. 
In the country, without any interference of the law, 
the agricultural life favors the i>crmanence of fam- 
ilies. Here are still around me the lineal descend- 
ants of the first settlers of this town. Here is Blood, 
Flint, IVillard, !Meriam, IFood, Ilosmer, Barrett, 
Wheeler, Jones, Brown, Buttrick, Brooks, Stow', 
Hoar, Heywood, Hunt, Miles, — the names of the 
inhabitants for the first thirty years ; and the fam- 
ily is in many cases represented, w'hen the name is 
not. If the najue of Bulkeley is wanting, the honor 
you have done me this day, in making me your 
organ, testifies your persevering kindness to his 
blood. 

I shall not be expected, on this occasion, to re^ 
peat the details of that oppression which drove our 
fathers out hither. Yet tite town of Concord wsOr 
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settled by a party of non-couformists, immediately 
from Gi’cat Britain. The best friend the Massachu- 
setts cH)loiiy had, though much agJiinst his will, was 
Archl)i8hop Laud in England. In consequence of 
his famous proelamation setting up certain novelties 
in tl»e rites of public wox'ship, fifty godly ministers 
were suspended for contumacy, in the course of two 
years and a half. Hindered from speaking, some. 
<»f these dared to pruxt the reasons of tlieir dissent^ 
and were punished with imprisonment or mutila- 
tidii.^ This severity biKxught some of the best men 
in England to overcome tliat natural repugnance to 
emigration which holds the serious and moderate of 
every nation to their own soil. Among (he silenced 
clergymen was a distinguished minister of Wood- 
hill, in Bedfonlshire, Bev. Petex’ Bnlkelc}', descend- 
ed from a luibhi family, honored for his own virtues,, 
his learning and gifts as a preacher, and adding' 
to liis influence the weight of a large csfiite.- Per- 
secution readily knits friimdship between its vic- 
tims. IMr. Bulkidey having turned his estate into 
money and set his face towards New England, was 
easily able to persuiulc a good ^number of pliuiters 
to join him. They arrived in Boston in 1634.® 
Probabfy there had been a previous correspondence 

1 Neal’s IliMonj of New Efu/hituf vol. i. p. 132* 

^ Neal’s History of New Eoylamf vol. i. p. 321, 

^ Shattuek’s History of Concord ^ p. 138. 
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with Governor Wintlirop, and an agreement that 
they shonhl settle at Mnsk<^taquiil. With them 
joined ^Ir. Sinii>n Willard, a merehant from Kent 
in England. They j)etitioned the General Cmirt 
for a grant of a township, and on the 2d of Septem- 
ber, 1635, eorrespoinling in Kew Style to 12th Sej)- 
tember, two hundred yeai*s ago this day, leave to 
begin a plantation at jMiiskctaquid was given to 
Peter Bulkeley, Simon AVillard, and about twelve 
families more. A month later, Kev. .John Jones 
and a large number of settlers destined for the new 
town arrived in Boston.^ 

The grant of the (ionex-al Court was but a prelim- 
inary step. The gi’een meadows of Musketaquid or 
Gra.^sy Brook were far up in the woods, not to be 
reaehed without a painfid and dangerous journey 
• thioxigli an uninterrupted wilderness. Tlwy couhl 
cross the Massachusetts or Charles river, by the 
ferry at Xewtown : they could go up tlie river as far 
as Watertown. But the Indian paths leading up 
and. down the country were a foot broad. They 
must then jdunge into the thicket, and with their 
axes cut a road for their teams, with their women 
and children and their household stuff, fm*ccd to 
make long circuits too, to avoid hills and swamps. 
Edward Johnson of Woburn has described in an 
affecting narrative their laljors by the way. “ Some- 
1 Sliattuck, p. 3. 
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times passing tlirough tliickets where their hands 
are foreetl t<^ niak<i way for tlieir bodies’ j>assage, 
and their feet elambering over the crossed trees, 
wliich when tlicy missed, tliey sunk into an uncertain 
bottom in water, and wade up to tlieir knees, tum- 
bling sometimes liigher, sometimes lower. At the 
end of this, tliey meet a scorching plain, yid not so 
jilain but that the ragged bushes scratch tlieir legs 
foully, even to wearing their stockings to tlieir bare 
skin in two or thrive hours. Some of them, liaving 
no leggins, have lia<l tife blood trickle down at every 
stej). And ill time of summer, the sun casts such a 
reflecting heat from the sweet fern, wliose scent is 
very strong, that some nearly fainted/’ They slept 
on the roeks, wherever tlu‘ night found tluun. Much 
time was lost in travelling they knew not whither, 
when the sun was hidden by clouds : for their com- 
pass miscarried in crowding through the bushes,’' 
and the Indian paths, once lost, they did not easily 
find. 

Johnson, relating undoubtedly what he had him- 
self heard from the pilgrims, intimates that they 
consumed many days in exploring the country, to 
select the best place for the town. Their first tem- 
j)oraiy accoiiniiytlation was rude onougli. “A^<er 
they have found a jdace of abode, they burrow 
themselves in the earth for their first shelter, under a 
hill-side, and casting the soil aloft upon timbei's, they 
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make a fii*e against the earth, at the highest side. 
And thus these j)oor servants of Christ provide shel- 
ter for themselves, their wives and little ones, keej)- 
ing off the short showers from their lodgings, but 
the long rains penetrate through, to their gi’eat dis- 
turbanee in tlie night season. Yet in these jwor 
wigwams they sing psalms, lu’ay and praise their 
God, till they can provide them houses, which they 
eoidd not ordinarily, till the earth, by the Lord's 
blessing, brought forth bmid to feed them. This 
they attain with sore Iravaill every one that can lift' 
a hoe to strike into the earth, standing stoutly to 
his labors, and tearing up the roots and bushes from 
the ground, which, the first year, yielded them a 
lean crop, till the sod of the earth was rotten, and 
therefore they were forced to cut their bread very 
thin for a long season. But the Lord is jileased to 
provide for them great store of fish in the spring 
time, and especially, alewives, about the bigness of 
a herring.” ^ These served them also for ntanurc. 
For flesh, they looked not for any, in those times, 
unless they could barter with the Indians for veni- 
son and raccoons. “ Indian corn, even the coarsest, 
made as pleasant meal as rice.” * All kinds of gar- 
den fniits grew well, “ and let no «ian,” writes^ our 

^ Johnson’s Wonder -Worlginff Providence, cliap. xxxr. I 
have abridged and slightly altered some sentences. 

2 Mouri, Beginning Plymouth, 1621, p. 60. 
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inous chronicler, in another place, “ make a jest o£ 
pumpkins, for with this fruit the Lord was pleased 
to feed his people until their com and cattle were 
increased.” ^ 

The gi*eat cost of cattle, and the sickening of 
xheir cattle upon such wild fodder as was never cut 
before ; the loss of their sheep and swine by wolves ; 
the sufferings of the people in the gi*eat snows and 
cold soon following ; and the fear of the Pequots ; 
are the other disasters enumerated by the histoi'ian. 

The hardshii)s of the journey and of the first en- 
campment, are certainly related by their conteuiiw- 
raiy with some air of romance, yet they can scarcely 
be exaggerated. A march of a number of families 
with tlicir stuff, through twenty miles of unknown 
forest, from a little rising town that had not much 
to spare, to an Indian town in the wilderness tliat 
had nothing, must be laborious to all, and for those 
who were new to the country and bred in softness, 
a formidable adventure. But the pilgrims had the 
preparation of an armed mind, better than any hard- 
ihood of body. And the rough welcome which the 
new land gave them was a fit introduction to the 
life they must lead in it. 

ButVhat was their reception at Musketaquid? 
This was an olil village of the Massachusetts* lu- 
xlians. Tahattawau, the Sachem, with Wabauhis 
1 Jtilmson, p. S6. 
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son-in-law, lived near Xasliawtuek, now Lee's Hill.* 
Their tribe, onee numerous, the epidemic had re- 
duced. Here tliey planted, hunted and llshed. 
The moose was still trottim*’ in tlie couutvv, and of 
his sinews they made their bowstring. Of the pitli 
elder, that still grows beside our l)i’ooks, they ma«le 
their arrow. Of the Indian lli'inp they spun their 
nets and lines for summer angling, and, in winter, 
they sat around holes in the ice, catching salmon, 
pickerel, breams and perch, with which our i*iver 
abounded.^ Their 2>hysica^^powers, as our fatlha-s 
found tliem, and befoi-e yet tlic Englisli alcohol liad 
proved more fatal to them than the English swt)rd, 
astonished the white men.^ Their sight was so ex- 
cellent, that, standing on tlie sc'a shorts they often 
told of the coming of a shiji at sea, st^oner by one 
hour, yea two hours sail, than any Englishman that 
stood by. on puri>ose to look out.^ Eoger Williams 
affirms that he has known them nui between eighty 
and a hundred miles in a sumnu;r’s day, and back 
again within two days. A little })ounded })archcd 
corn or no-cake sufficed them on tht* march. To 
his botlily j)erfection, the wild man added some 
noble traits of character. He was o|)en as a child 

1 Sliattuck, p. 3. 

2 Jo.ssolyii’s Voyriffen to Kntjlaufl^ 1038. 

* Iliitcljin.soii’.s Hiiitortf of M a vol, i. chap. 6* 

^ Thomas Morton ; New Entjland Canaaiiy p. 47. 
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to kiiulness and justice. Many instances of las liii- 
inauity were known to tlic Englishmen wlio suffered 
in the woods from sickness or cold. ‘‘ Wlicn you 
came over the morning waters/’ said one of t!ie 
Sachems, wo took you into our arms. We fed 
you with our best meat. Never went white man 
cold and hungry from Indian wigwam.” 

The faithful dealing and brave good-will, which, 
during the life of the friendly Massasoit, tliey uni- 
formly exjH‘rienced at Plymouth and at Boston, 
Wifit to llicir hearts, that the peace was made, 
and the ear of the savage already secured, before 
the pilgrims arrived at his seat of Musketacpiid, to 
treat with him for his lands. 

It is said that the covenant made with the In- 
dians by Mr. Ihilkidey and Major Willard, was 
made under a great oak, formerly standing near 
the site t>f the ^Middlesex 1 Intel. ^ (hir Keeords af- 
firm that .S<juaw Sachem, Tabattawan, and NinircKl 
did sell a tract of six miles sipiare to the English, 
n^eciving for the same, some fathoms of Wampum- 
peag, hatehets, hoes, knives, cotton cloth and shirts. 
Wibbacowet, the luishand of Squaw Sachem, re- 
ceived a suit of cloth, a hat, a white linen band, 
shoes, stockings and a great coat ; and, in conclusion, 
the*said^‘ndia‘ns%leclured themselves satisfied, and 
told the Englishmen they were welcome. And 
^ fcjlmtliiek, p. 0, 
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after the l>argj\in was eonclnileil, Mr. Simon Wil- 
lard, i>ointing to the four comers of the world, de- 
clared that they had bought three nules from tliat 
place, east, west, north and south.* 

The Puritans, to keep the remembrance of their 
unity one with another, and of their i>eacefid com- 
pact with the Indians, named tlieir forest .settlement 
'CONCOllD. They proceeded to build, under tlic 
shelter of the hill that exteiuls for a mile along the 
noi-th side of the KosUm road, their fii’st dwellings. 
The labors of a new plant^^tion were paid by ifS; ex- 
citements. I seem to sec them, with their pious 
pastor, addressing themselves to the work of clear- 
ing the laud. Natives of another hemisphere, they 
beheld, w ith curiosity, all the pleasing features of 
the American forest. The landscape before them 
was fair, if it was .strange and rude. The 4ittle 
ilow'er which at this season stars our wood.s and 
roadsides with its profuse blooms, might attract 
even eyes as stern as theirs with its humble Ixjauty. 
The useful pine lifted its cones into the frosty air. 
The maple which is already making the forest gay 
with its orange hues, reddened over those houseless 
men. The majestic summits of Wachusett and 
Monadnoc towering in the horiaou, invited'the steps 
of adventure westward. 

* Depositions taken in 1C84, and copied in the first voltuno 
of the Town Becords. 
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As the season grew later, they felt its inconven- 
iences. “ Many were forced to go barefoot and 
bareleg, and some in time of frost and snow, yet 
were they more healthy than now they are.” ^ The 
land was low but healtliy ; and if, in common with 
:dl the settlements, they found the air of America 
very cold, they might say with Higginson, after his 
<leseription of the other elements, that New Eng- 
land may boast of the element of fire, more than all 
the rest ; for all Europe is not able to afford to make 
so great fires as New^Cnglaud. A poor .servant, 
that is to possess but fifty acres, may afford to give 
more wood for fire as good a.s the world yields, than 
many noblemen in England.” ^ Many were their 
wants, but more their privileges. The light strug- 
gled in through windows of oiled paper,’’ but they 
read the word of God by it. They were fain to 
make use of their knees for a table, but their limbs 
were their omi. Hard lalwr and spare diet they 
had, and pff wooden trenchers, but they had peace 
and freedom, and the wailing of the tempest in the 
woods sounded kimllier in their ear than the smooth 
voiee of the prelates, at home, in England. “ There 
is no people,” said their pastor to his little flock of 
exiles, '‘but will strive to excel in something- 

^ Johnson. 

® New England's Plantation. 

* £. W.’s Letter in Mourt, 1C21. 
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AVhat can we excel in, if not in liolines^s? If we 
look to nuniber, we arc tlio fewest ; if to strength, 
we are the weakest ; if to wealth and riches, we are 
the i>oorest of all the people of (Jod through the 
whole world. We cannot excel nor so innch as 
eipial otlier people in these things: and if we come 
short ill grace and holiness too, wo ari* the most des- 
picable people under heaven. Strive wc, there- 
fore, herein to excel, and suffer not this crown to be 
taken awav from us.'* ^ The sermon fell into good 

* V 

and toiuk'r liearts: tlio 2>eiV])Ie i-onsjared with tlieir 
teacher. Their religion was sweetness and j»eace 
amidst toil and tears. And, as we are informed, 
“ the edge of their a])})etite was greater to spirittial 
duties at their first coining, in time of wants, than 
afterwards.” 

The original Town Keeords, for the first thirty 
years, are lost. AVe have records of marriages 
and deatlis. heginning nineteen yeaiss sifter the set- 
tlement : and eojjies of some of the doings of the 
towii in regard to territory", of the sanu; date. But 
the original distrihution of the land, or an ae<*onnt 
of the jirincijdes on which it W'as divided, are not 
preserved. Agreeably to the eustom of the timi!s, 
a^ large jicrtion leas reserved t''.^hjj injjilic*, and it 
ajtjiears from a ])etition of some new comers, in 

J I’litor Bulki.'ley’s (impel Cove.nnut ; Preached al Concord 
in N, E. 2d Editioa ; Loudon, IG-ll, p. 432. 
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1043, that a part liad been divided among the first 
settlers without price, on the single condition of 
improving it.* Other portions seem to have been 
successively divided off and granted to individuals, 
at the rate of sixpence or a sliilling an aci-e. But, 
in the first years, the land wouhl not pay the neces- 
sary j)ubllc charges, and they seem to have fallen 
heavily on the few wealthy j)lautei‘s. Mr. Bulkel(‘v, 
by his generosity. sj)cnt his estate, and, doubtless in 
<*onsidcration of his charges, the (icneral Court, in 
lOSfif grantcfl him 300 jjt eres towards Cambridge ; 
and to Mr. Spencer, probably for the like reason, 
300 acres by the Alewife River. In 1038, 1200 
acres were granted to (Jovernor "Winthrop, and 1000 
toTlnunas Dudley of thelanils adjacent to the town, 
and (iovernor Winthi’op selected as a b\iilding sj)ot 
the land near the liuuse of Capt. Ifum])hrey llunt.- 
The first record now remaining is that of a I’cserva- 
tion of land for the minister, and the appropriation 
•of new lands as C(*mmons or ])astures to some poor 
men. At the same date, in 1054. the town having 
divided itsedf into three districts, called the North. 
South and East «piarters. Ordered. “ that the North 
quarter are to keep and maintain all their highw.ays 
and bridges over tliC:. great liver, in their quarter, 
and, ill respect of the greatness of their charge there- 

* See the IVtilion in Shattnek, p. l-L 
I,.. ‘ 8hatluck, p. 1-t. 
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about, and in regawl of the ease of the East quarter 
above the rest, in their highways, they are to allow 
the Noii;h quarter * 

Fellow Citizens, this first recorded jxditicsil act 
of our fathers, this tax assessed on its inliabitants 
by a town, is the most iinjx)rtant event in their 
civil history, inqdying, as it does, the exercise of a 
sovereign power, and connected with all the immu- 
nities and powers of .a eorjwrate town in Massaehu- 
setts. The gi’cater speed and success that distin- 
guish the planting of the human race in this country, 
over all other plantations in history, owe them- 
selves mainly to the new subdivisions' of the State 
into small corporations of land and pow<‘r. It is 
A'aiii to look for the inventor. No man made them. 
Each of the i)arts of that perfect structure grew 
out of the necessities of an instant occasion. The 
germ Avas formed in England, The charter gave 
to the freemen of the Company of Massachusetts 
Bay, the election of the Governor and Council of 
Assistants, It moreover gave them the j)ower of 
prescribing the manner in Avhich freemen slumld 
be elected ; and ordered that all fiuidameutal laws 
should bo enacted by the freemen of the colony. 
But the C'onipany removed to ^w England ; more 
than one hundred freemen Avere admitted the'fii*st 
year, and it Ava.s found inconvenient to assemble 
^ ToAm Becortb ; Shattuck, p, 34. 
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them all.^ Ami when, presently, the design of the 
colony began to fulfill itself, by the settlement of 
new' i>lantatiuus in the vicinity of Boston, and par- 
ties, w'ith grants of land, straggled into the country 
to ti'uek with tlie Indians and to clear the land for 
their own benefit, the Governor and freemen in 
Boston found it neither desirable nor possible to 
control the trade and practices of these farmers. 
What could the body of freemen, meeting four 
times a year, at Boston, do for the daily w'ants of 
the planters at Musket»f[uid ? The wolf was to be 
killed ; the Indian to be watched and resisted ; 
wells to be dug ; the forest to be felled ; pastures to 
be cleared ; corn to be raised : roads to be cut ; 
tow'u and farm lines to be run. These things must 
be done, govern who might. The nature of man 
and his condition in the world, for the fii'st time 
w'itlnin the jH-riod of certain history, controlled the 
foi’ination of the State. The necessity of the colo- 
nists w'l’otc the law. Their wants, their |)overty, 
their manifest convenience made them bold to ask 
of the Governor and of the General Court, immu- 
nities, and, to certain puipose.s, sovereign pow'er.s. 
The townsmen’s w'oiils were hoard and weighed, for 
all knew*that it was a petitioner that couhl not be 
slighted ; it was the river, or the w'inter, or famine, 
or the Pecpiots, that spoke through them to the Gov- 
^ Baucroft ; History of the Unit&l States, vol. i. p. 389. 
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ornor and Connoil of ^farisaclmsotts ]iay. In- 
stnictod l>v noeossitv, each little eompany tn-gauized 
itself after the jwttern of the larger town, by aj)- 
poiiiting its constable, and other jietty balf-inilitary 
officers. As early as lt>33,* the office of towns- 
jnan or selevtmun a])pears, who seems first to have 
been appointed by the ( ii'iieral ( ourt, as here, at 
Concord, in 1039. In 1035, the ( 'onrt say, “ wbei*eas 
}>ai‘ticnlar towns have many things which concern 
only themselves, it is Ordered, tliat the freciney of 
every town sliall liavc ])Ower*to disjiose of their own 
lainls, and woods, and choose their own particular 
oflicers.” “ Tlvis planted chiefly at the office of con- 
stable, but they soon cliose their ow:i selectmen, 
and very early assessed taxes ; a ]>ower at first re- 
sisted,® l)ut speedily confirme<l to them, 

^Meantime, to this paramount necessity, a milder 
and more pleasing infliience was joined. I esteem 
it tJje hapi)iness of tliis country, that its settlers, 
whilst they were exploring their granbsl and natural 
rights and determining the power of tlu> magistrate, 
were united by personal affection. Memlxjrs of a 
church before whose .searcliing covenant all rank 
\va.s abolished, they stood in awe of each 9 thcr, as 
rehgiou.s men. They bore to Wiiv^brop, the 

^ Wi/t(hropf vol. i. j). 111. 

® Cfilony Records, vol. u 

® See llutclilu.son*.s Collection^ p. 287* 
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Governor, a grave but liearty kindness. For the 
first time, men examined the powers of the ehief 
whom they loved and revered. For the first time, 
tlie id(‘al social eominict was real. TJie l>ands of 
lov(‘ and reverence held fast the little state, whilst 
they untied tlie, great (‘ords of authority to examine 
their soundness and learn on what wheels they ran.^ 
They were to settle tlie internal constitution of the 
towns, and, at the same time, their })ower in the 
eoininonw(‘alth. Tlie ( Joveriior conspires with them 
in Ifiniting his claims t^«their obedience, and values 
much more their love than liis chartered authority. 
The disjmtes between that forbearing man and the 
<leputies are like the quarrels of girls, so much do- 
they turn upon complaints of unkindness, and end 
in such loving reconeiliatiiuis. It was on doubts 
concerning their own power, that, in 1634, a com- 
mittee repaired to him for counsel, and he advised, 
seeing the freemen were growi^so numerous, to send 
<le])uties from eveiy town once in a year to revise 
the laws and to assess all monies.^ And the Gen- 
eral Court, thus eonstituted, only needed to go into 
sojiarate session from the council, as they did in 
1644,- to become essentially the same assembly they 
are this day. 

^ Winthrc>|)’s Journal, vol. i. pp. 128, 120, .ami the Editor'^ 
JSotc. 

2 Wiuthrop’s Journal, vol. ii. p. ICO. 

VOL. XI. 4 
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By this coin’so of events, Concord and the other 
plantations found themselves sepai'atc and inde- 
pendent of Boston, with certain rights of their own, 
w'hich, what they w'ci’e, time alone could fully de- 
termine : enjoying, at the same time, a strict and 
loving fellowship with Boston, and sure of advice 
and aid, on every emergency. Their powers were 
speedily settled by obvious convenience, and the 
towns learned to exercise a sovereignty in the lay- 
ing of taxes ; in the choice of their deputy to the 
house of representatives ; in the disposal of the 
to\m lauds ; in the cai'c of public woi*ship, the 
school and the poor ; and, what seemed of at least 
equal importance, to exorcise the right of express- 
ing an opinion on every question before the coun- 
try. In a town-meeting, the great secret of politi- 
cal science was uncovered, and the problem solved, 
how to give every individual his fair weight in tl»e 
government, without*any disoitler from numbers. 
In a town-meeting, the roots of society were reached. 
Here the rich gave coumsel, but the j)oor also ; and 
moreover, tlie just and the unjust. lie is ill-in- 
fonned who expects, on running down the town 
records for two Imndrcd yeai-s, to find a church of 
saints, a nietropoli.s of patriots, oq^tiiig wirole.somo 
and creditable laws. The constitution of the towns 
forbid it. In this open democracy, every opinioi) * 
had utterance; every objection, every fact, every 
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acre of land, every bushel of rye, its entire weight. 
The moderator was the passive mouth-i)icce, and 
the vote of the town, like the vane on the turret 
overhead, free for every wind to turn, and alwaj’^s 
turned by the last and strongest breath. In these 
assemblies, the public w'eal, the call of interest, 
duty, religion, were heard ; and every local feeling, 
every private grudge, every suggestion of j^etulanee 
and ignorance, were not less faithfully produced. 
Wra^h and love came up to town-meeting in com- 
pany. By the law of every man, — freeman 

or not, — inhabitant or not, — might introduce any 
business into a public meeting. Not a complaint 
occurs in all the volumes of our Kecords, of any in- 
habitant being hindered from speaking, or suffer- 
ing from any ^'iolence or usurpation of any class. 
The negative ballot of a ten shilling freeholder w’as 
as fatal as that of the honored ow’ner of Blood’s 
Farms or Willard's Purchase. A man felt him- 
self at liberty to exhibit, at town-meeting, feelings 
and actions that he wotild have been ashamed of 
anywhere but amongst his neighboi's. Individual 
protests are frequent. Peter Wright [1705] de- 
sired his dissent might be recorded from the town’s 
grant to Jfllm ^Slvijffird.^ In 1795, sevend town- 
meetings are called, iqmn the compensation to bo 
tnade to a few proprietors for land taken in mak- 
1 Concord Town Records. 
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ing a bridle road; and one of them demanding: 
large damages, many offers were made liim in town- 
meeting, and refused ; “ which the town thought 
very unreasonable.” The matters there debated 
are such as to invite veiy small considerations. 
The iU-spelled pages of the town records contain, 
the result. I shall be excused for confessing that 
I have set a value upon any symptom of meanness 
and pi'ivate pique whicli I have met with in these- 
antique books, as proof that justice was done ; that- 
if the results of our histoi^’ are approved as wise 
and good, it was yet a free strife ; if the good coun- 
sel prevailed, the sneaking counsel did not fail to be 
suggested ; freedom and virtue, if they triumphed,- 
triumphed in a fair Held. And so be it an everlast- 
ing testimony for them, and so much ground of as- 
surance of man’s capacity for self-govei*nment. 

It is the consequence of this institution that not 
a school-house, a public pew, a bridge, a pound, a 
mill-dam, hath been set up, or piUled down, or al- 
tered, or bought, or sold, without the whole popula- 
tion of this town having a voice in the affair. A 
general contentment is the result. And the peo- 
ple truly feel that they are lords of the soil. In 
eyery winding road, in every <^ne fence, in the 
smokes of the poor-house chinmey, in the clock on 
the church, they read their own power, and con- 
sider, at leisure, the wisdom and error of their 
judgments. 
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The British government has recently presented 
to the several public libraries of this country, cop- 
ies of the splendid edition of the Domesday Book, 
and other ancient j)ublic Records of England. I 
-cannot but think that it would be a suitable ac- 
knowledgment of this national munificence, if the 
Tccords of one of our towns, — of this town, for 
example, — should be piinted, and presented to the 
governments of Europe ; to the English nation, as 
a thank-offering, and as a certificate of the prog- 
ress of the Saxon rac»f to the continental nations 
as a lesson of humanity and love. TeU them, the 
Union has twenty-four States, and Massachusetts 
is one. Tell them, Massachusetts has three hun- 
dred towns, and Concord is one ; that in Concord 
are five hundred rateable polls, and every one has 
an equal vote. 

About ten years after the planting of Concord, 
efforts began to be made to civilize the Indians, 
and “ to win them to the knowledge of the true 
■God.” This indeed, in so many words, is expressed 
in the charter of the Colony as one of its ends ; 
aud this design is named first in the printed “ Con- 
siderations,” ^ that inclined Hampden, and deter- 
mined ^ jiitlyop-iand his fiiends, to come hither. 
The interest of the Puritans in the natives was 
heightened by a suspicion at that time prevailing, 

1 Hutchiiisoii’s Collection, p. 27. 
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that these were the lost ten tribes of Israel. The 
man of the woods niiglit well draw on himself the 
compassion of the planters. His em’t and perfec*t 
form, though disclosing some irregular virtues, waa 
found joined to a dwindletl soul. Master of all 
sorts of wood-cu'aft. he seemed a j)art of the forest 
and the lake, and the secret of his amazing skill 
seemeil to be that he partook of the nature and 
fierce instincts of the beasts he slew. Those wIuk 
dwelled by ponds and rivers had some tincture of 
civility, but the hunters of^lhe tribe were fouml in- 
tractable at catechism. Thomas Hooker antici- 
pated the opinion of Humboldt, and called them 
“ the ruins of mankind.*’ 

Early efforts were made to instruct them, in 
which !Mr. Bulkeley, Mr. Flint, and Capt. Willaitl, 
took an active part. In 1044, Squaw Sachem, the^ 
widow of Xanepa.shemet, the great Sachem of Con- 
cord and Mistic, with two sachems of Wachu-sett, 
made a formal submission to the English govern- 
ment, and intimated their desire, “ as opjwrtunity 
served, and the English lived among them, to Icani 
to read God’s word, and know God aright ; ” and 
the General Court acted on their request.^ John 
Eliot, in October, 1646, preached his first sermon in 
the Indian language at Noonantum ; VV^aXan, Taliat- 
tawan, and their sannaps, going thither from Con* 
^ Sliattuck, p. 20. 
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cord to hear him. There under the rubbish and 
ruins of barbarous life, the human heart heard the 
voice of love, and awoke as from a sleep. The 
questions which the Indians put betray their rea- 
son and their ignorance. “ Can Jesus Christ un- 
derstand prayei's in the Indian language ? ” “ If 

a man be w’ise, and his sachem weak, must he obey 
him ? ” At a meeting which Eliot gave to the 
s(|uaws apart, the wife of Wainpooas propounded 
the question, “ Whether do I pray when iny hus- 
band j)rays, if I nothing as he doth, yet if 

I like what he saith ? *’ — “ which questions were 
accounted of by some, sis part of the whitenings of 
the harvest toward." ^ Tahattawan, our Concord 
sachem, called Ids Indians tog(‘ther, and bid them 
not opj)ose the courses whicli the English were tak- 
ing for their goo<l ; for, said he, all the time you 
have lived after tlie Indian fasliion, under the power 
of the higher sachems, what did they care for you ? 
They took away your skins, your kettles and your 
wampum, at their own plea.sure, and this was all 
they regarded. Hut you may see tlie English mind 
uo such things, but only seek your welfare, and 
instead of taking away, are reaily to give to you. 
Tahattawan and Jiis son-in-law Wabau, besought 
Eliot to come and preach to them at Concord, and 
hero they entcml, by his assistance, into an agree- 
* Shepard’s Clear Sunshine of the Gospel, Loudon, 1648. 
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mont to twenty*nine rules, all bi-eatliiiig a ilcsirc to 
ooiiforin tlienistflves to English customs.^ They 
requestotl to have a town given them within the 
IhiuiuIs t>f Coneoril, near unto the English. When 
this •inestion was projxmntletl by Tahattuw’an, he 
was aske<U why he tlesireil a town so near, when 
there was more rwm for them up in the country ? 
Tlie Sachem rejdied, that he knew if the Imlians 
<lwelt far from the English, they wonhl not so mneh 
care to pray, nor couhl they bt‘ so ready to heaj^ the 
word of (iod, but would IV, all one, Indians still ; 
but dwelling near the English, he hoped it might 
be otherwise with them then. We, who see in the 
stptalid remnants of the twenty tribes of Massachu- 
setts, the final failure of this benevolent enterprise, 
can hardly learn without emotion, the earnestness 
with which the most sensible individuals of the 
copper race held on to the new ho])c they had con- 
ceived. of being elevated to etpiality with their civ- 
ilized brother. It is piteous to see tladr self-dis- 
trust in th(.-ir request to remain nejir the English, 
an*l their unanimrms entreat)' to Cai)t. Willard, to 
l>e tlieir Kecorder, being very solicitous that what 
they dill agree upon might be faithftdly kept with- 
out alter.ttion. It was remarka44e tl^at ^i;5 preach- 
ing was not wholly new to them. “ Their forefa- 
thers,” the Indians tohl Eliot, “did know God, but 


^ fiee them in Slialtiick, p. 22, 



AT COS CORD. 67 

after this, they fell into a deep sleep, and when they 
did awake, they (piite forgot him/' ^ 

At the instanee of Eliot, in 1G51, their desire w'as 
granted hy the General Court, and Nashobah, lying 
near Nagog ]>on<l, now i)artly in Littleton, pai*tly in 
Acton, heeainc an Indian town, where a Christian 
worship was established under an Indian ruler and 
b'aeher.- A\'ilson relates, that, at their meetings, 
“ the Indians sung a psalm, made Indian by Eliot, 
in one of our ordinary English tunes, melodiously." ^ 
Snell was, f<»r half a emturv, the success of the gen- 
eral enh‘v])rise, that, in 1076, there were five hun- 
dred and sixty-seven jiraying Indians, and in 1089, 
twenty-four Iiulian preachers, and eighteen assem- 
blies. 

Meantime, Concord increased in territoiy and 
popidation. The lands were divided ; highways 
were cut from farm to farm, and from this town to 
IJoston. A military company had been organized 
in 1030. I'he Pc«piots, the terror of the farmer, 
were exterminated in 1037. Cajit. Underhill, in 
1038, declare*!, that “ the new plantations of Ded- 
ham and Concord do aft'ord large aeeommodation, 
and will contain abundance of people. ' ^ In 1039, 

our first seleetmei>,» !Mr. Flint, Lt. AVillard, and 
* » • 

Iliehard Grifiin were apixiiutetl.® And, in 10-10, 

^ Sliojwinl, p. 9. ^ from Atnerica, p. 22. 

* Shattiick, p. 27. ® bhalluck, p. 19. 

^ Wilson’s Letter, 1G5I. 
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when the colony rate j£1200, Conconl was as- 
sessed <£50.^ TJie country already began to yield 
more tlian was consumed by the inhabitants.* The 
very great immigration from England made the 
lands more valuable every year, and supplie<I a mar- 
ket for the produce. In 1G43, the colony was so 
numerous, tliat it became ex|>edient to divide it into 
four counties, Concord bt'ing included in Middlesex.* 
In 1644, the town contained sixty families. 

But, in 1640, all iimuigration ceased, and the 
country produce and fann-*^oek depreciated.'* Other 
diffieidtics accrued. The fisli, which had been the 
abundant manure of the settlers, was fomul to in- 
jure the land.® The river, at this iwriod, seems to 
have caused some distress now by its overflow, now 
by its drought.® A cold and wet summer blighted 
the com ; enormous flocks of pigeons beat down and 
eat up all sorts of English grain; and the crops 
suffered muck from mice." New plantations and 
l^etter land had been opened, far and near ; and 
whilst many of the colonists at Boston thought to 

^ Winthrop, vol. ii. p. 2. 

* IIutchinsr>n, vol. i. p. 90. 

* Hutchinson, vol. i. p. 112. 

* Winthrop, vol. ii.p.^1. 

^ IIutchin.suu, vol. i. p. 94. 

* Bulkelcy’s Gospel Covenant, p. i09. 

* Winthrop, vol. ii. p. 94. 



remove, or tlitl remove to Englaml, tlie Concord 
jHJople became uneasy, and looked around for new 
seats. In 1043, one seventh or one eighth part of 
the inhabitants went to Connecticut with Rev. Mr. 
Jones, and settled Fairfield. Weakened by this 
loss, the iMiojde begged to be released from a part 
of their rates, to which the General Court con- 
sented. ‘ Mr. IJulkeley dissuaded his people from 
removing, and admonished them to increase their 
faith w'ith their griefs. Even this check which be- 
fell* them acquaints ijjs»with the rapidity of their 
growth, for the gocxl man, in dealing with his j)CO- 
ple, taxes them wdth luxury. “ We pretendetl to 
come hither,” he says, “ for ordinances ; but noNv 
ordinances arc light matters with us ; we are turned 
after the prey. We have among us excess and 
pride of life ; pride in apparel, daintiness in diet, 
and tliat in those who, in times past, would h.avfr 
been satisfied with breail. This is the sin of the 
loicest of the 2 ieoph.'‘' * Hotter evidence coidd not 
bo desire<l of the rapid growth of the settlement. 

The cheek was Init momentar 3 \ The earth 
teemed with fruits. The people on the b.ay built 
.Jiips, and found tlie way to the West Indies, w’ith 
pipe-stages, lumber jind fish ; and the country people 
speedily lemmed to supply themselves with sugar, 

* Shattuck, p. 16. 

• Gospel Coeefiant, p. 301. 
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tea and molasses. The colle|;e had heen already 
gathered in 1038. Now the sehool house went up. 
The General Court, in 1047, “ to the end that learn- 
ing may not l>e buried in the graves of our fore- 
fathers, Oiilered, that every tt»\vnship, after the 
Lord had inereased them to the number of fifty 
house-holders, sluill appoint one to teaeh all ehil- 
dreu to write and read ; and where any town shall 
increase to the number of one hundred families, 
they shall set up a Grammar sehool, the masters 
thereof being aide to instnict youth so far as they 
may be fitted for the University.*’ ^ With these 
retpiirements Coneonl n«»t only eompliecl, but, in 

1053, subscribed a sum for several years to the suiv 
poll of Harvard College.” 

But a new and alarming public distress retarded 
the gi'owth of this, as of the sister towns during 
more than twenty veal's from 1054 to 1070. In 

1054, the four united Xew England Colonies agreed 
to raise 270 foot and 40 horse, to reduce Xinigret, 
Sachem of the Xian ties, and appointed Major Si- 
mon illard, of this town, to the comman<l.'* This 
war seems to have been i>ressed by three of the col- 
onies, and reluctantly entered by Massachusetts. 
Accordingly, Major Willard ditl the least, he eouhl, 

^ Bancroft, Ilintory of the United States, vol. i. p. 498. 

* Shattiick, p. 45. 

* Hutchinson, vol. i. p. 172 . 
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and incurred the censure of the Commissioners, wlio 
write to their “ loving friend Alajor \\'^illard,” “ tliat 
they leave to his consideration the inconveniences 
arising from his non-attendance to his commission.” ^ 
This expedition was but the iuti'oduction of the war 
with King l*liilij>. In 1C70, the Wamjjanoags be- 
gan to grind their hatchets, and mend tlieir giins, 
and insult the Knglish. l^hilij) surrendered seventy 
guns to the Commissioners in Taunton Meeting- 
house,” but revenged his humiliation a few years 
after, by carrying fire ^nd the bjmahawk into the 
Knglish villages. From Nari*aganset to the Con- 
necticut Kiver, the .scene of war was shifted as fast 
as these red hunters could traverse the forest. Con- 
cord was a military post. The inactivity of Major 
AVillard, in Ninigret’s war, had lo.st him no confi- 
dence. He marchetl from Concord to Brookfield, 
in .se:ison to save the people who.se hou.ses had been 
burned, and who had taken shelter in a fortified 
house.’^ But he fought with disadvantage against 
an enemy who must be hunted before every battle. 
Some flourishing tomis were burned. JohuMon- 
oco, a formidable savage, boasted that “he luul 

' Sec hi% iu-striictions fit>iu the Coinjni.ssi«iner.s, liis narra- 
tive, and the /['uijiinissidiicrs’ letter to him in llutchiiison's 
Collection, pp. 2(31-270. 

* llntchin.son, UiMori/, vol. i. 254. 

® llubbind, Itufian li ars, p. 119, cd. 1801. 
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burned MedAcld and Litncaster, and would bum 
Omton, Concord, Watertown and Boston ; ” adding, 
what me will, me do.” He did bum Groton, but 
before be had executed the I'emainder of his threat 
he was hanged, in lloston, in Sej)teinl)er, 1076.* 

A still more formidable enemy was removed, in 
the same year, by the capture of Canonehet, the 
fiiithful ally of Philip, who was soon afterwards 
shot at Stonington. He stoutly declared to the 
Commissioners that “ he would not deliver u}> a 
Wainpanoag, nor the paring of a ^V'anipanoag’s 
nail,” and when he was told that his sentence was 
death, he said “ he liked it well that he was to die 
before his heart was soft, or he had sj)okeu any- 
thing unworthy of himself.” - 

We know beforeliand who must conquer in that 
imcqual stmggle. The red man may destroy here 
and there a straggler, as a wild beast may ; he may 
tire a fami-house, or a village ; but the association 
of the white men and their arts of war give them 
an overwhelming advantage, and in the first blast 
of their tnimpet we already hear the flourish of vic- 
tory. I confess what chiefly interests me, in the 
annals of that war, is the grandeur of spirit exliil>- 
ited by a few of the Indian chiefs. A nameless 
Wampanoiag who was put to death by the Mohi- 
cans, after cruel tortures, was asked by his butch- ' 
* Ilubbatd, p. 201. * llubbard, p. 183. 
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crs during the toi*tui*e, how he liked the war? — he 
i»aid, “ he found it as sweet as sugar was to Eng- 
lishmen.” * 

The only eoiniwnsation which war offers for its 
manifold mischiefs, is in the gi‘eat personal qualities 
to which it gives scope and occasion. The virtues 
of patriotism and of prodigious courage and address 
wei'c exhibited on l>oth sides, and, in many in- 
stances, by women. I'he historian of Concord has 
preserved an instance of the resolution of one of 
the daughters of the to^\n. Two young farmers, 
Abraham and Isaac Sliepherd, had set their sister 
Mary, a girl of fifteen years, to watcli whilst they 
threshed grain in the barn. The Indians stole 
upon her l)efoi’e she wa.s aware, and her brothers 
were slain. She was carried captive into the In- 
dian country, but, at night, whilst her captors were 
jisleep, she plucked a saddle from under the head 
of one of them, took a horse tliey had stolen from 
I^aneaster, and having girt the saddle on, she 
inounteil, swam across the Nashua river, and rode 
through the forest to her home.® 

With the tragical end of Philip, the w'ar ended. 
Beleaguered in his own country, his corn cut down, 
his piles of meal anil other provision wasted by 
the English, it was only a great thaw in tfaiuiary, 
that, melting the snow and opening the earth, ena- 
^ Hubbard, p. 24o. ^ Shattnek, p. 55. 
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bled his pool’ followers to come at the- ground-nuts, 
else they had starved. I Iimted by C'aptain Oluuxdi, 
he iled from one swamp to another ; his brother, 
his unele, his sister, and his beloved squaw being 
taken or slain, lie was at last shot down by qn In- 
dian deserter, as he fled alone in the dark of tlie 
morning, not far from liis own fort.^ 

Concord suffered little from the war. This is 
to be attributed no doubt, in jiart, to the fact that 
troops were generally quartered here, and that it 
was the residence of many, noted soldiers. Tradi- 
tion finds another cause in the sanctity of its minis- 
ter. The elder Bulkeley was gone. In 1G59,- his 
bones were laid at rest in the forest. Hut the man- 
tle of his piety and of the people’s affection fell 
upon his sun Edward,” the fame of whose prayers, 
it is said, once saved Concord from an attack of the 
Indian.'* A gi-eat defence undoiditedly was the 
village of Praying Indians, until this settlement fell 
a victim to the envenomed prejudice against their 
counti’}'men. The worst feature in the historj’ of 
those year.s, is, that no man spake for the Indian. 
AVhen the Dutch, or the French, or the English 
royalist disagreed with the Colony, there was al- 

^ Hubbard, p. 200. 

* Neal, JlkU/ry of Nem England, vol. i. p. 321. 

® Mather, Maynaliaf vol. i. p. 363. 

* .Sbattuck, ]>. 59. 
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waj^s found a Dutch, or F icnc^li, or tory party, — 
an earnest minority, — to keep tilings from extrem- 
ity. But the Indian seemed to inspire sm-li a feel- 
ing as the wild beast inspires in the people near his 
den. It is the misfortune of Concord to liave per- 
mitted a disgraceful outrage u]>on the friendly In- 
dians settled within its limits, in February, 1676, 
wliieh ended in their forcible expulsion fTOin the 
town. 

Tins painful incident is but too just an example 
of the measure wliiclr tl>45*Indians have generally re- 
ceived from the whites. For them the heart of 
charity, of humanity, was stone. After Philip’s 
death, their strength was irrecoverably broken. 
They never more disturbed the interior settlements, 
and a few vagrant families, that are now pension- 
ers on tlie bounty of Massachusetts, are all that is 
left of the twenty tribes. 

“Alas ! for them — their day is o’er, 

Their fires are out from hill and shore, 

Xo more for tliom the wild deer bounds, 

Tlie ]>longh is on their hunting grounds ; 

The pale nmn's axe rings in their woods, 

The pale man’s sail skims o’er their ilooil.s, 

Their pleasant springs are dry.” ^ 

I turn gladly to the progress of our civil history. 
Before 1666, 15,000 acres had been added by 

^ Spmguc’s Centennial Odcm 
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grants of the Geneml Court to the original terri- 
tory of the toAvn,* so that Concortl then included 
the greater part of tlie towns of Ihjdford, Acton, 
Lincoln and Carlisle. 

In the great growth of the country, Concord par- 
ticipated, as is manifest from its increasing polls 
and iiicreased xiites. Randolph at this i)eriod writes 
to the English Government, concerning the countiy 
towns ; “ The farmei's are numerous and wealthy, 
live in good houses ; are given to hospitality^; and 
make good advantage hy their corn, cattle, iJoultry, 
butter and cheese.’’ ^ Edward Bulkeley was the 
pastor, until his death, in 1096. His youngest 
brother, Peter, w'as deputy fi'om Concord, and was 
chosen siieaker of the house of deputies in 1670. 
The following year, he was sent to England, with 
!Mr. .Stoughton, a.s agent for the colony ; and, on 
his return, in 1085, was a royal councillor. But I 
am sorry to find that the servile Randolph speaks 
of him wdth marked re.spect.^ It would seem that 
his visit to England had made him a courtier. In 
1089, Concord partook of the general indignation 
of the province against Andros. A company 
marched to the capital under Lieut. Ileald, forming 
a part of that body concerning whicji we are in- 

^ Sliattuck. 

* IIntchmsr)ii’s Collection, p. 481. 

® ilutclimsou’tf Collection, pp. M3, M8, 557, 666* 
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foi*niec1, “ the country jieoplc cainc armed into Bos- 
ton, on the afternoon (of Tliursday, 18th April,) 
in such rage and heat, as made us all tremble to 
think what would follow ; for nothing would satisfy 
tliem but that the governor must be bound in chains 
or coi*ds, and put in a more secure place, and that 
they would see done before they went away ; and 
to satisfy them he was guarded by them to the 
fort.*' * But the town records of that day confine 
them^lves to descriptions of lands, and to confer- 
ences with the ueighboiiiilg towns to run boundary 
lines. In 1699, so broad w'as their territory, I find 
the selectmen running the lines with Chelmsfortl, 
Cambridge and Watertown.* Some interesting 
jieculiarities in the manners and customs of the 
time, appear in the town’s books. Proposals of 
marriage >vere made by the parents of the parties, 
and minutes of such private agreements sometimes 
entered on the clerk’s records.* The public cliarity 
seems to have been bestowed in a manner now ob- 
solete. The town lends its commons as pastures, 
to poor men ; and “ being infonned of the great 
present want of Thomas Pellit, gave owlor to 
Stephen Ilosmer, to deliver a tomi eow', of a black 
color, with g, \vhito -face, unto .said Pellit. for hif 
pi’csent suj>ply.’' ^ 

1 Ilntchinsoii’s Hkfori/, vol. 5. p. 330. * Town Kccords. 

* Sco Appciulix, Note A. March and April. 

* Records, July, 1698. 
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From the beginning to the micUUc of the eighth 
eenth century, onr records indicate no interruptioii 
of the traiuiviilUty of the iidiabitants, cither ii* 
church or in civil affairs. After the death of Kev\ 
Mr. Estabi'ook, in 1711, it wa.s pr(>ponnde<l at tluv 
town meeting, “ whether one of the three gentle- 
men lately improved here in pi’caching, namely, Mr. 
John Whiting, Mr. Iloh'oke and Mr. Prescott shall 
be now chosen in the woi-k of the ministry ? Voted 
affirmatively.” ^ Mr. Whiting, w'ho was c;liosen, 
was, we are told in his epitaph, “ a universal lover 
of mankind.” The charges of education and of leg- 
islation, at this periotl, seem to have afflicted the 
town ; for, they vote to petition the General Coui*t, 
to be eased of the law relating to jiroviding a school- 
master ; happily, the Court refused ; and in 1712, the 
selectmen agi'ced with Capt. J ames Minott, for 
his son Timothy to keep the school at the school- 
house for the towm of Concord, for half a year be- 
ginning 2d June ; and if any scholar shall come, 
■within the said time, for laming exceeding hLs son’s 
ability, the said Captain doth agree to instruct them 
himself in the tongues, till the above said time be 
fulfilled ; for which service, the town is to jmy Capt. 
Minott ten pounds.” * Capt. A'linojt jjpems to have 
served our prudent fathers in the double capacity 
of teacher and representative. It is an article m 
* Kccords, Nov. 1711. * Records, May, 1712. 
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the selectmen’s warrant for the town meeting, “ to 
sec if the town will lay in for a representative not 
exceeding four pounds.” Cajdain Minott was 
chosen, and after the General Court was adjourned 
received of tlio town for his services, an allowance 
of three shillings j»er day. The country was not yet 
so thickly settled but that the inhabitants snffei’ed 
from wolves and wild-cats, which infested the 
woods ; since bounties of twenty shillings aie given 
as late as 1735, to Indians and whites, for the heads 

m 

of these animals, after Jllb constable has cut off the 
eai’s.^ 

Mr. Whiting was succeeded in the pastoral of- 
fice by llcv. Daniel Bliss, in 1738. Soon after his 
ordination, the town seems to have been divided by 
tHxdesiastical discords. In 1741, the celebrated 
Whitfield preached hci’c, in the open aii*. to a great 
congregation. !Mr. Bliss heard that great orator 
with delight, and l)y his earnest sympathy with 
Jiim, in ojiinion and practice, gave offence to a part 
of his ])eo])le. Party and mutual councils were 
called, but no grave charge was made good against 
him. I find, in the Chui'ch Becords, the charges 
preferi*ed against him, his answer thereto, and the 
result of llie Council The charges seem to have 
been made by the lovers of order and moderation 
ilgaiust Mr. Bliss, as a favorer of religious excite* 
* ileconis, 17,35. 
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meats. His answer to one of the counts breathes 
such true piety that I cannot forbear to quote it. 
Tlie ninth allegation is “ That in juuying for him- 
self, in a chiux'h meeting, in December last, he 
saitl, ‘ he was a poor vile worm of the dust, tliat 
was allowed as Mediator between Gotl and this imjo- 
ple.‘ ” To this Mr. Bliss replied, In the prayer 
yon sjwak of, Jesus Clu’ist was acknowledged as 
the only Mediator between God and man ; at which 
time, I was fillod with wonder, that such a sinful 
and worthless worm as I was allowed to I'epi’e- 
sent Christ, in any manner, even so far as to be 
bringing the jictitions and thank-offerings of the 
people unto God, and God’s will and truths to the 
people ; and used the word Mediator in some differ- 
ing light from that you have given it ; but I eonfess 
I was soon uneasy that I had used the word, lest 
some would put a wrong meaning thei-eiijwn.” ^ The 
Council admonished Mr. Bliss of some improprieties 
of expression, but bore witness to his purity and 
fidelity in his ofiice. In 1764, Whitfield preached 
again at Concord, on Sunday afternoon ; Mr. Bliss 
preached in the morning, and the Concord people 
thought their minister gave them the better ser- 
mon of the two. It was also^his last. 

The planting of the Colony was the effect of re- 
ligious principle. The Revolution was the fruit d£ 
^ Church Records, July, 1742. 



AT CONCORD. 


71 


another principle, the devouring thirst for jus- 
tice. From the appearance of the ai'ticle in the 
Selectmen’s warrant, in 17G5, “ to see if the town 
will give the Representative any instructions about 
any important affair to be ti’ansaetcd by the Gen- 
eral Court, concerning the Stamp Act ; ” ' to the 
peace of 1783, the Town Itecortls breathe a resolute 
and warlike spirit, so bold from the iii’st as hardly 
to admit of increase. 

It would be im])ossiblc on this occasion to recite 
all these patriotic papjre. I must content myself 
with a few brief extracts. On the 24th January, 
1774, in answer to letters received fi’om the united 
committees of correspondence, in the vicinity of 
Boston, tlic tow'n siiy : 

“ We cannot possibly view with indifference the 
past and present obstinate endeavoi's of the enemies 
of this, as well as the mother country, to rob us of 
those rights, that arc the distinguishing glory and 
felicity of this land ; rights, that we arc obliged to 
no })ow’er, under heaven, for the enjoyment of ; as 
they are the fruit of the heroic enterprises of the 
first settlers of these American colonies. And 
though we cannot but be alarmed at the great ma- 
jority, in* the Britisl^ parliament, for the imposition 
of unconstitutional taxes on the colonies, yet, it 
^ves life and strength to every attempt to bpi>oso 

> Records. 
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them, that not only the jieoplo of this, but the neigh- 
boring provinces are remarkably united in the im- 
jwrtant and interesting opposition, which, as it suc- 
ceeded before, ii» some measure, by the blessing of 
heaven, so, we cannot but hope it will be attended 
with still greater success, in future. 

“ 7i?eso/rc</, Tliat tliese colonies have l)een and 
still are illegally taxed by the British pai'liament, 
as they are not virtually represented thei-ein. 

“That the purchasing commMlities subject to 
such illegal fixation is an pxjdicit, though an im- 
pious and sordid resignation of the liberties of this 
free and happy people. 

“ That, as the British parliament have empowered 
the East India Company to export their tea into 
America, for the sole i>urposc of raising a revenue 
from hence ; to render the design abortive, wc will 
not, in this town, either by ourselves, or any from 
or under us, buy, sell, or use any of the East India 
Company's tea, or any other tea, whilst there is a 
duty for raising a revenue thex'eon in Ainerit;a ; 
neither will we suffer any such tea to be used in 
our families. 

“ That, all such persons as shall purchase, sell, or 
use any such tea, shall, for the future, be deemed 
unfriendly to the hajxpy constitution of this coun- 
try. 

“ That, in conjunction with our brethren in Ameiv 
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ica, we will risk our fortunes, and even our lives, in 
defence of his majesty, King George the Third, his 
jierson, crown and dignity ; and will, also, with the 
same resolution, as his free-born subjects in this 
country, to the utmost of our j)ower, defend all our 
rights inviolate to the latest posterity. 

“That, if any person or persons, inhabitants of 
this j>rovinee, so long as there is a duty on tea, shall 
imjmrt any tea from the India House, in England, 
or Ij^ factors for the East India Comijany, we will 
treat them, in an enuifcnt degree, as enemies to 
their country, and with contempt and detestation. 

“ That, we think it our duty, at this critical time 
of our piddic affairs, to return our hearty thanks to 
the town of Boston, for every rational measure they 
have taken for the preservation or recovery of our 
invaluable rights and liberties infringed upon ; and 
we hoj)e, shouhl the state of our j>ublic affairs re- 
quire it, that they will still remain watchfid and 
persevering ; with a steady zeal to espy out every- 
thing that shall have a tendenev to subvei*t our 
happy constitution.” ^ 

On the 27tli June, near three hundred persons, 
iqnvards t)f twenty-one years of age, inluabitajits of 
Concord, eptered into a covenant, “solemnly eiv- 
gaging with each other, in the presence of God, to 
suspend all commercial intercourse with Great Brit- 
* Town Records. 
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tun, until the act for blocking the harbor of Boston 
be repealetl ; and neither to buy nor consume any 
merchandise im][K'>rted from Great BriUiin, nor ta 
deal with those who do.” * 

In August, a County Coavention met in this 
ton’ll, to deliberate u^ion tlie alarming state of pub- 
lic affairs, and publislied an admirable reiiort.* In 
September, incensed at tlie new i-oyal law which 
made the judges dei>endent on the crown, the 
inhabitants assembled on the common, and for- 
bade tlie justices to open* Jhe court of sessions. 
This little tomi then assumed the sovereignty. It 
was judge and jury and council and king. On the 
26th of the month, the whole tonii resolved itself 
into a committee of safety, “ to suppress all liots, 
tumults, and disorders in said town, and to aid all 
untainted magistrates in the execution of the laws 
of the land.” ^ It was then voted, to raise one or 
more companies of minute men, by enlistment, to 
be paid by the town whenever called out of town ; 
and to provide arms and ammunition, “ that those 
who are imable to purchase them themselves, may 
have the advantage of them, if necessity calls for 
it.” * In October, the Provincial Congress met in 
Concord. John Hancock wa^ President. This 

1 Town Records, 

^ See tlie Report in Shattuck, p. 82. 

^ Records, * Records. 
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body was composed of the foremost patriots, and 
adopted those efficient measures whose progress 
and issue belong to the history of the nation.^ 

The clergy of New England were, for the most 
part, zealous promoters of the revolution. A deep 
religious sentiment sanctified the thirst for liberty. 
All the military movements in this town were sol- 
emnized by acts of public worship. In Januarj', 
1775, a meeting w'as held for the enlisting of min- 
ute pien. llcv. William Emerson, the Chaplain of 
the Provincial CongueSs, preached to the people. 
Sixty men enlisted and, in a few days, many more. 
On 13th March, at a general review of all the mili- 
tary companies, he preacheil to a veiy full assem- 
bly, tithing for his text, 2 Cla-ouicles xiii. 12, 
“ And, behold, God himself Ls with us for our caj>- 
tain, and his priests with sounding trumpets to cry 
alarm against you.” ^ It is said tJiat all the ser- 
vices of that day made a deep impression on the 
people, even to the singing of the psalm. 

A large amount of military stores had been de- 
posited in this town, by order of the Provincial 
Committee of Safety. It was to destroy those 
stores, that the troops who were attacked in this 
town, on the 19tlu April, 1775, were sent hither 
by General Gage. 

1 Bradford, History of Massachusetts, vol. i. p. 353. 

* llcv. W. Emerson’s MS. Journal. 
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The story of that day is well kuo>ni. In these 
peaceful fields, for the first time since a hundred 
years, the drum and alarm-gun were heard, and 
the farmers snatched down their rusty fiivloeks 
from the kitchen walls, to make good the resolute 
words of their town debates. In the field where 
the western abutment of the old bridge may still 
be seen, about half a mile from this spt)t, the firet 
organized resistance was made to the Ilritish arms. 
There the Americiuis fir.st shed British blood. 
Eight hundred British soldibiis, under the command 
of Lieut.-Col. Francis Smith, had marched from 
Boston to Concord ; at Lexington had fired upon 
the brave handfid of militia, for wliieh a sj)eedy 
revenge was reaped by the same militia in the after- 
noon. When they entered Concord, tlicy found 
the militia and minute-men assembled under the 
command of Col. Barrett and Major Buttriek. 
This little battalion, though in their hasty council 
some wei'e ui*gent to stand their gi'oimd, retreated 
before the enemy to the high land on the other 
bank of the river, to wait for reinforcement. Col. 
Ban-ett ordered the troops not to fire, unless fired 
upon. The British following them across the 
bridge, posted two companies, ajnountin" to about 
one hundred men, to guard the bridge, and .secure 
the return of the jdundcring party. Meantime,' 
the men of Actoit, Bedford, Lincoln and Carlisle, 
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all once inclmletl in Concord, reineiuLering their 
parent town in the hour of danger, arrived and fell 
into the ranks so fast, that Major Buttriek found 
himself supei*ior in number to the enemy’s party at 
the bridge. And when the smoke began to rise 
from the village where the British w'cre burning 
cannon-carriages and militarj' stores, the Americans 
resolved to force their way into tow’n. The Eng- 
lish beginning to pluck up some of the ]>lauks of 
the ^bridge, the Americans quickened their pace, 
and the British fired «i*e or two shots up the river, 
(our ancient fri<-nd here, Master Blood, saw the 
water struck by the first ball :) then a single gun, 
the ball from which wounded Luther Blanchard 
and Jonas Brown, and then a volley, by which 
Captain Isaac Davis and Abner llosmer of Acton 
were instantly killed. ^lajor Buttriek leaped from 
the gi’ound, and gJive the command to fire, which 
was repeated in a simultaneous ciy^ by all his men. 
The Americans fii’cd, and killed two men and 
wounded eight. A head stone and a foot stone, on 
this bank of the river, mark the place where these 
first victims lie. The British retreated immediately 
tow’ards the village, and were joined by two compa- 
nies of grenatliers, whom the noise of the firing had 
hastened to the spot. The militia and minute 
men, — every one from that moment being his own 
eoinmauder, — ran over the hills opposite the battle- 
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field, anfi across the great fields, into the east quar> 
ter of the t4>\vn, to waylay the enemy, and annoy 
his retreat. The British, as soon as they were re- 
joined by the plundering detachment, l)egau tliat 
<lisastrous retreat to Boston, which was an omen to 
both parties of the event of tlie war. 

In all the anecdotes of that day’s events we may 
discern the natural action of the people. It was 
not an extravagant ebullition of feeling, but might 
have been calculated on by any one acquainted 
uith the spirits and hab'iti’ of our community. 
Those poor farmers who came up, that day, to de- 
fend their native soil, acted from the simplest in- 
stincts. They did not know it was a deed of fame 
they were doing. These men did not babble of 
glory. They never dreamed their children would 
contend who had done the most. They .suj)po.sed 
they had a right to their com and their cattle, with- 
out paying tnbutc to any but their own governors. 
And as they had no fear of man, they yet did have 
a fear of God. Capt. Charles Milc.s, who was 
wounded in the i>ursuit of the enemy, told my ven- 
erable friend who .sits by me, that “ he went to the 
services of that day, with the same seriousness and 
acknowledgement of God, which he .carried to 
church.” 

The presence of these aged men who were in arms* 
on that day, seems to bring us nearer to it. The 
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benignant Providence winch has prolonged their 
lives to this hour, gratifies the strong curiosity of 
l^hc new gencmtion. The Pilgrims are gone ; but 
Ave see what manner of persons they were who 
stooil in the worst perils of the ReA'olution. We 
hold by the hand the last of the invincible men of 
old, and confirm from living lips the scaled records 
of time. 

And you, iny fathei’s, whom Gotl and the history 
of )'4nu' country have ennobled, may w'ell l)ear a 
chief part in keeping tins peacefid biith-day of our 
town. You are indeed extraordinary heroes. If 
ever men in arms had a sjwtless cause, you had. 
You have fought a good fight. And having quit 
you like men in the battle, you have quit yoiu’selves 
like men in your virtuous families ; in your com* 
fields ; and in societ3% We will not hide yom* hon- 
orable gi*ay hairs under perishing laurel leaves, but 
the eye of affection and veneration follows you. 
You are set apart, — and forever, — for the esteem 
and gratitiule of the human race. To you belongs 
a better b:ulge than stars and ribbons. This pros- 
pering country is your oniamcnt, and this expand- 
ing nation is multiplying your praise Avith millions 
of tongues. 

The agitating events of those days Averc duly re- 
membered in the church. On the second day after 
the affmy, divine service was attended, in this 
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house, by 700 soldiers. Williani Etuei'son, tho 
pastor, had a hereditiiry claim to the affection of 
the xwople, being descended in the fourth genera- 
tion fi'om Edward Bulkeley, son of Peter. But he 
had merits of his own. The cause t)f the colonies 
was so much in his heart, that he did not cease 
to make it the subject of his preaching and his 
prayei*s, and is said to have deeply inspired many 
of his people with his own enthusiasm. lie, at least, 
saw' clearly the pregnant consequences of the, 19th 
April. I have found wifiiiu a few days, among 
some family papers, his almanac of ITTo, in a 
blank leaf of which he has written a narrative of 
the fight ; ^ and, at the close of the month, he 
WTites, “ This month remarkable for the greatest 
events of the present age.” To promote the same 
cause, he asked, and obtjiineil of the town, leave 
to accept the commission of cliaplain to the Noi-th- 
ern anny, at Tieonderoga, and died, after a few 
months, of the distenqier that prevailed in the 
camp. 

In the whole course of the war the town did not 
depart from this pledge it had given. Its little 
jwpulation of 1300 souls behaved like a party to 
the contest. The number of its tropqs constantly 
in service is very great. Its pecuniary burdens 
are out of all proportion to its caiiital. The econ.- 
I See the Appendix, Note B. 
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oray so rigid wlncli marked its earlier history, has 
all vanished. It sjjends pi'ofusely, affeetionateh-, 
in the serviee. “ Since,” say the plaintive records, 
“(ieneral Washington, at Cambridge, is not able 
to give but 24s. per cord for wood, for the army ; 
it is Voted, that this town encourage the inhabi- 
tants to supplj' the army, l>y ])aying two dollars 
per cord, over and above tlie (ienerars price, to 
such as shall carry wood thither : ” * and 210 cords 
of wood were carried.' A similar oi‘der is taken 
respecting hay. Whilst* Boston was oeenpie'd by 
the British troops, (Ameord contributed to the re- 
lief of the inhabitants, ij70, in money; 225 bushels 
of grain ; and a (pumtity of meat and wood. 
When, presently, the poor of Boston wei’c qnar- 
tei’cd by the l*rovineitd Congress on the neighljor- 
ing countiy. Concord received 82 persons to its 
hos]>itality.^ In the year 1775, it raised 100 min- 
nte liien, and 74 soldiers to serve at Cambridge. 
In iVIarch, 177G, 145 men were raised by this town 
to serve at Dorchester Heights.'* In Juno, the Gen- 
eral Assenddy of ^Massachusetts resolved to raise 
6,000 militia for six months, to reinforce the Conti- 
nental army. “ The numbers,” say thej*, ‘‘ are 
large, but this Court has the fullest assurance, that 
tJicir brethren, on this occasion, will not confer with 

1 ll«!Corils, Dee. 1775. *• Shattuck, p. 125. 

® Shattuck, p. 125. * Shattuck, p. 124. 
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flesh and l)loo<l, hut will, without hesitation, and 
with the utmost alacrity and despatcli, till up the 
numbers proportioned to the several towns.” ^ On 
that occasion, Concord furnished 67 men, pajing' 
them itself, at an expense of .£622. And so on, 
with every le\'j’, to the end of the war. For these 
men it was continually providing shoes, stockings, 
shirts, coats, blankets and beef. The taxe."-, which, 
before the war, had not much exceeded £'200 per 
annum, amounted, in the year 1782, to $0,544, in 
silver.^ * 

The great expense of the w'ar w'as borne with 
cheerfulness, wiiilst the war lasted ; but years 
passed, after the peace, befm-e the debt was paid. 
As soon as danger and injury ceased, the people 
were left at leisure to consider' their poverty and 
tlieir debts. The tow'n records show how slowiy- 
tlie inhabitants i-ecovered from the .strain of exces- 
sive exertion. Their instructions to their rcpre.sent- 
atives are full of loud complaints of the disgrace- 
ful state of public credit, and the excess of public 
expenditure. They may be pardoned, under such 
distress, for the mistakes of an extreme frugality. 
They fell into a common enor, not yet dismissed 
to the moon, that the remedy W'as,^ forbid the 
great importation of foreign commodities, and to 

^ Bradford, History of Massachusetts, rol. ii. p. 113. 

3 Shatiuck, p. 12C. 
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prescribe by law the prices of articles. The opera* 
tion of a new government was dreaded, lest it 
should prove expensive, and the country towns 
thought it would be cheaper if it were removed 
fi*om the capital. They were jealous lest the Gen- 
enil Court should pay itself too liberally, and our 
fathci's must be forgiven by their charitable j)os- 
terity, if, in 1782, before choosiiig a representative, 
it was “ Voted, that tlie person who should be chosen 
representative to the General Court shoidd receive 
Cs. per day, whilst in :\f!tfial service, an account of 
which time he should bring to the town, and if it 
should be that the General Court should resolve, 
that, their pay shoidd be more than Gs., then the 
representative shall be hereby directed to pay the 
overplus into the town treasury.” * This was se- 
curing the prudence of the 2 >ublic servants. 

But whilst the town had its own full share of the 
public distress, it was very far from desiring relief 
at the cost of order and law. In 1786, when the 
general sufferings drove the jjeojile in jiarts of Wor- 
cester and llam 2 >shire counties to insurrection, a 
large 2>Jii‘t'y o£ armetl insurgents airived in this 
town, on the 12th Se 2 >tembcr, to hinder the sitting 
of the Court of Common Pleas. But they found 
no coimtenance here.® The same 2 >eo 2 )le who liad, 

' Records, May 3. 

® Bradford, History of Massachusetts, vol. i. ji. 266, and Rec- 
ords, Otii September. 
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been aetlve in a County Coiivontion to consider 
gi-iovanee.s, eondennieil the rebellhin, and joined the 
anthoi'itios in putting it down. In 1787, tlie ad- 
miKibh* in-^trnetions given by the town to its repre- 
sentative are a proud inonuinent of the good sense 
and good feeling that prevailed. The grievanee.s 
ceased with the adoption of the Fedeml eonstitution. 
The eonstitution of ilassaehusetts had been already 
accepted. It was put to the town of Concord, in 
October, 177(», by the Legislature, whether the .exist- 
ing house of representatives .should enact a consti- 
tution for the State? The town answered No.* 
The General C’ourt, notwithstanding, di'aughted a 
eonstitution, sent it here, and asked the tomi 
whether they would have it for the law of the 
State ? The town answered No, by a unanimous 
vote. In 1780, a constitution of the State, proposed 
by the Convention chosen for that purpose, was ac- 
cepted by the town with the reservation of some ar- 
ticles.- And, in 1788, the town, by its delegate, 
accepted tin; new Constitution of the United States, 
and this event closed the whole series of imj)ortant 
public events in which this town jjlaycd a part. 

From that time to the present hour, this town 
has made a slow but constant progi’jjss in ])opida- 
tion and wealth, and the arts of peace. It has suf- 
fered neither from w^ar, nor pestilence, nor famine^ 

1 Records, 21»t October. * Records, 7tli Muy. 
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nor flajp'aut cnint*. Its iM>pnlution, in the census 
of 1830, was 2,020 souls. The public expenses, for 
the last year, amouiitetl to 84,200 ; for the present 
year, to 85,040.' If the eoinmimity stints its ex- 
pense in small matters, it spends freel3’ on gi’cat 
duties. The town raises, this yeai’, 81,800 for its 
public schools; besides about 81,200 which are 
paid, by subscription, for private schools. This 
year, it exjuaids 8800 for its poor ; the last year it 
expended 8000. Two religious societies, of diffei*- 
ing creed, d^\■ell tog<*^hPr in good understanding, 
both pi-omoting, we hojic, the cause of righteousness 
and love. Concord has always been not<‘d for its 
ministers. The living need no praise of mine. 
Yet it is among the sources of satisfaction and gi’Ut- 
itude, this day, that the aged with whom is wisdom, 
onr fathers’ counsellor and frie'nd. is spared to 
counsel and intercede for the sons. 

Such, Follow C’itizens, is an imporfeet sketch of 
the history of Concord. I have been greatly in- 
debted, ill lu-epaviug this sketch, to the printed but 
unpuhlishod History of this town, fuvnislu'd me by 
the unhesitating kindness of its author, long a resi- 
dent in this place. I hope that History will not 
long remain unknown. The author has done us 
and posterity a kindness, by the zeal and patience 
of liis rcseaixdi, and has wisely enriched liis pages 
1 Records, 18.‘)4 and 1835. 
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with the resolutions, addresses and instmetions to 
its agents, which fi-om time to time, at eritiesd po- 
vioils, the town has voted. jMeimtime, I have rcad 
with care the town recortls themselves. They must 
ever be the fountains of jiU just information i‘esj>eet- 
ing yoiir character and customs. They are the his- 
tory of the touTi. They exhibit a pleasing picture 
of a community almost exclusively agricultural, 
where no man has much time for wonls, in his 
search after things ; of a community of gre^t sim- 
plicit}’ of manners, and o^ a*mauifest love of justice. 
For the most part, the tomi has deserved the name 
it wears. I find our annals marked with a uniform 
good sense. I find no ridiculous laws, no eaves- 
dropping legislatoi*s, no hanging of witches, no 
ghosts, no whipping of Quakers, no ininatural 
crimes. The tone of the records rises w’ith the dig- 
nity of the event. These soiled and musty books 
are luminous and electric w'ithin. The old town 
clerks did not spell very correetly, but they contrive 
to make pretty intelligible the will of a free and 
just conmumity. Frugal our fathera were, — very 
frugal, — .though, for the most part, they deal gen- 
erously by their minister, and provide well for the 
schools and the poor. If, at any timp., in common 
with most of our towns, they have carried this 
economy to the verge of a vice, it is to be remetA- 
bered that a town is, in many respects, a financial 
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corporation. They economize, tliat they may saeri* 
fice. They stint and higgle on the price of a jjew, 
that they may send 200 soldiers to General Wash-' 
ington to keep Great Britiiiii at hay. For splendor, 
there must somewhere be rigid economy. That the 
head of the house may go brave, the members must 
be plainly clad, and the town must save that the 
State may spend. Of late years, the growth of Con- 
cord has l)eeu slow. Without navigable waters, 
witl^out mineml riches, without any considerable 
mill privileges, the njtiti-al increase of her jmpula- 
tion is drained by the constant emigration of the 
youth. Her sons have settled the region around us, 
and far from us. Their wagons have rattled down 
the I'cmote western hills. And in every part of this 
country, and in many foreign j)arts, they plough the 
earth, they tiavei'se the sea, they engage in trade 
and in all the professions. 

Fellow Citizens ; let not the solemn shadows of 
two hundred years, this day, fall over us in vain. 
1 feel some unwillingness to quit the remembrance 
of the past. With all the hope of the new I feel 
that we are leaving the old. Every moment carries 
us farther from the two great epoclis of public prin- 
ciple, tfic Planting, and the Revolution of the col- 
ony. Fortunate and favored this tomi has been, in 
having received so large an infusion of the spirit of 
both of those periods. Humble as is our village in 
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the eirele of latev ami pvomlor towns that whiten 
the laud, it has boon eonsooratod by the presence 
and activity of the purest men. \^'lly iuhhI 1 re- 
mind you of our own Hosmers, Minotts, Cumin<;s^ 
llavretts, Beattons, the departed benefactors of tlie 
town ? C)n the village green have been the steps 
of Winthrop and Dudley; of dohn Eliot, the In- 
dian apostle, who bad a courage that intimidated 
those savages whom bis love could not melt ; of 
Whitfield, whose silver voice melted his gre:yl con- 
gregation into tears ; of Iiaycock, and his compat- 
riots of the provincial C'«*ngivss ; of Langdon, atid 
the college over which he presided. But even mon^ 
sacred influences than these have mingled here with 
the stream of human lib*. The merit of those who 
fill a space in the worhl's history, who are borne 
forward, as it were, by the weight t)f thousands 
whom they lead, sheds a j>crfume less sweet than do 
the sacrifices of private virtue. I have had much 
opportunity of access to anecdotes t>f families, and 
I believe this town to have been the dwelling jdacc, 
in all times since its planting, of pious and (ixccl- 
lent persons, ■who walked jneekly thi-ough the paths 
of common life, who served (iod, and loverl man, 
and never let go the hope of immortality. Tho 
benediction of their prayei’s and of their principles 
lingers around us. The acknowledgment of tluf 
Supreme Being exalts the history of this people. It 
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l)roii»;lit tlie fiitliors liithcr. In a war of principle, 
it doHvcrctl their sons. Ami .so long a.s a .spark of 
this faith survives among the fhihlren’.s children, so 
long shall the name of Concord be honest and ven* 
erable. 


APPKNDIX. 

NOTK A. — SEi; 1*. (»7. 

The hdlowing minutes from the Town Records 
in 1(>02, may .serve as an example : — 

John Craggin, agcnl about 03 years, and Sarah 
his wife, aid. about (53 years, do both testify u])on 
oath, that, about 2 years ago, John Shepard, .sen. of 
C'oneord, came to our house in Obourne, to treat 
withu.s, and give n.s a visit, and carried the said Sarv 
Craggin to Conc*ord with liiin, aiul tliore diseoux’sed 
ns in <)rdi‘r to a xnarriage betwocn liis son. John 
{r>liopard, fir. and our daughter, Eliz. Craggin, and, 
for onr ineonrageinent, and before us, did promise, 
that, npoi: the eonsummatioii of tlie said marriage, 
he, the said flohn Slu^pard, sen. would give to liis 
SOM, Jolni Shepard, jiin. tlie one Jialf of his dwellings 
liouse, and the old barn, and the pasture before the 
barn ; the old plow-laml, and the ohl hox'se, when 
Ixis colt was fit to ride, and his old oxen, when his 
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steers were iit to work. All this he promised upon 
mai'riage as above said, which marriage was con- 
swnmated upon Maivli following, which is two 
Jem'S ago, come next March, Dated Feb. 25, 1092. 
Taken on oath before me, 'SYin. Johnson. 

NOTE B. — SEE 1*. 80. 

The importance which the skirmish at 001100111 
Bridge derived from subsequent events, has, of late 
years, attracted much notice to the incident^of the 
day. There are, as mighl expecteil, some discrei)- 
ancies in the different narratives of the fight. In 
the brief summary in the text, I have relied mainly 
on the depositions taken by order of the Provincial 
Oougress within a few days after the action, and on 
the other contemjwrary evidence. I have consulted 
the English narrative in the Massachasetts Ilistor<> 
ical Collections, and in the trial of Ilornc (Cases 
adjudged in King’s Bench; London, 1800, voL ii. p. 
077), the inscription made by order of the legisla- 
ture of Massachusetts on the two field-pieces pre- 
sented to the Concord ArtiUeiy; Mr. Phinuey’s 
History of the Battle at Lexington ; Dr. Ripley’s 
History of Concord Fight ; Mr. Shattuck’s narrative 
in his History, besides some oral and some manu- 
script evidence of ej'c-witnesses. The following 
narrative, written by Rev. William Emerson, ‘a 
spectator of the action, has never been published. 
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A part of it has been in my possession for years: 
a part of it I discovered, only a few diiys since, in 
a trunk of family papers : — 

1775, 19 April. This morning, between 1 and 2 
o’clock, wo were alarmed by the ringing of the bell, and 
upon exaininaiion found that the troops, to the number 
of 800, had stole their march from Boston, in boats and 
barges, from the bottom of the Common over to a point 
in Cambridge, near to Inman’s Farm, and were at Lex- 
ington Meeting-house, half an liour before sunrise, where 
they had lh*ed upon a bofly of our men, and (as we after- 
ward heard,) had killed several. This intelligence was 
brought us at first by Dr. Samuel Prescott, who narrowly 
escaped the guard tliat were sent before on horses, pur- 
jiosely to prevent all posts and messengers from giving us 
timely information. He. by the lielp of a very fleet hoi*se, 
crossing several walls and fences, arrived at Concord at 
the time above mentioned ; when seveml posts were iiimie- 
diately despatched, that i-eturning confirmed the account 
of the regulars’ arri^'al at Lexington, and that they wore 
on their way to Concord. Upon this, a number of our 
minute men belonging to this town, and Acton, and Lyn- 
coln, with several othci’s that were in readiness, marched 
out to meet them ; while the alarm company were pre- 
paring toireoeive them in the town. Capt Minot, who 
commanded them, thought it proper to take possession of 
the hill above the meeting-house, as the most advanta- 
geous situation. No sooner hod our men gained it, than 
wo were met by the companies that were sent out to meet 
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the troops, wlio informed us, that they were just ujion 
us, and that we must retreat, iu; their number was more 
tlian treble ours. We tlien retreated from the hill near 
tlie Liberty Pule, aiul took a new post baek of the town 
up >11 an eniinenee, where we fornieil into two battalions, 
and waited the arrival of the enemy. Seareely had we 
formed, before we saw th»» British troops at the distance 
of a quarter of a mile, glittering in arms, advaneing to- 
wards us with the greatest celerity. Some were for 
making a stand, notwithstanding the superiority of their 
number ; but others more priulent thought best toVetreat 
till our strength should be equal to the (‘nemy*s by iti- 
criiits from neighboring t >wns that were coutimiaUy 
coming in to our ass5stau<*e. Accordingly we retreated 
over the bri<lge, when tlie troojis came into the town, set 
fire to several carriages fur the artillerv. destroved (50 
bbls. flour, rilled several houses, took possession of the 
town-house, destroyed 500 lb, of balls, set a guard of 100 
men at the North Briilge, ami sent up a party to the 
house of CoL Barrett, wliere tliey were in expectation of 
finding a quamlty of warlike stj>re.s. But these were 
happily secured just before their arrival, by transporta- 
tion into the woods and other hy-places. In the mean- 
time. the guard set by the enemy to secure the pass at 
the North Bridge wei'c alarmed by tlie approacli of our 
people, who hafl retreated, as mentioned heforo, and 
were now advancing with special orders not to fire uj)on 
the troops unless fired tipon, Tiiese orders were so 
punctually observed that we received the fire of the? 
enemy in three several and separate discharges of their 
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pieces before it was returned l»y our coininanding officer ; 
the firing tlien soon became general for several minutes, 
ill wliiiili skirmish two were killed on eacli side, and sev- 
eral of tin; enemy wounded. It may here be observed, 
by the way, that we were tlie more cautious to prevent 
beginning a ru|jture with the King's troops, as we were 
then uncertain what had happened at Lexingtfm, and 
know [not] ^ that they had began the rpiarrel there by 
first firing upon our jjcople, and killing (dght men u])on 
the s]>ot. The three companies of troo])s soon quitted 
their jfbst at the bridge, ainl retreated in tlie greatest 
disorder and confusion to^tlie main body, wlio were soon 
upon the marcli l(» meet them. For Iialf an liour. the 
enemy, hy their marches and counter-man^hes, discovered 
great fickleness an<l inconstancy of mind, sometimes atl- 
vancing, sometimes returning to their former posts : till, 
at length they quitted the town, and retreated hy the 
way they came. In the meantime, a party of our men 
(150) took the hack way through the Great Fields into 
the east quarter, and had placed themselves to advaii- 
tage, lying in ambush behind walls, fences and build 
ings, ready to fire upon the enemy on their retreat. 

The following notice of tlie Centennial Celebra- 
tion has been drawn up and sent us by a friend 
wdio thoug;ht it desirable to preserve the rcineni- 
brance of some particulars of this historical festi- 
val. 

^ The context and the testimony of some of the surviving 
veterans ineiinc me to think Ih.at this '^•orJ accidentally 
omitted. R. W. E. 
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At a meeting of tlie toai\ of Concortl, in April 
last, it was votetl to celebrate the Second Centen- 
nial Anniversary of the settlement of the town, on 
the 12th September foUomng. A committee of 
fifteen were chosen to make the ari'angcmcnts. 
This eonunittee appointed Kalph Waldo Emerson, 
Orator, and Rev. Dr. Ripley and Rev. Mr. Wilder, 
Chaplains of the Day. lion. John Koye.s was 
chosen President of the Day. 

On the morning of the 12tb Sejdember, at lialf 
past 10 o’clock, the chiltft'ep of the town, to the 
number of about 500, moved in jirocession to the 
common in front of the old ehin“eli and Coui’t-hoiisc, 
and there opened to the right and left, awaiting 
the procession of citizens. At 11 o’clock, the Con- 
cord Light Infantry, under Capt. Moore, and the 
Artillery under Capt. Buttrick, escorted the ciric 
procession, under the direction of Moses Prichard 
as Cliief Marshall, from Shepherd's hotel, through 
the lines of children to the Meeting-house. The 
South gallerj' had been reserved for ladies, and the 
North galleiy for the children ; but (it was a good 
omen) the children overran the space assigned for 
their accommodation, and were sprinkled through- 
out the house, and ranged on scats along flie aisles. 
The old Meeting-house, which w'as. propped to sus- 
tain the unwonted weight of the multitude mthinr 
its walls, was built in 1712, thus having stood for 
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more tlian half the periotl to which our history goes 
back. Prayers were offei*ed ami the Scriptures 
read by the aged minister of the town, Rev. Ezra 
Ripley, now in the 8uth year of his age ; — another 
intei’osting feature in this scene of rcminisceuces. 
A very pleasant and iinju’cssive part of the services 
in the church was the singing of the 107th psalm, 
from the New England version of the psahns made 
by Eliot, Mather, and others, in 1G39, and used in 
the church in this town in the days of Peter Ihdke- 
ley. The psalm was read a line at a time, after 
the ancient fashion, from the Deacons’ seat, and so 
sung to the tunc of St. Martin’s by the whole con- 
gregation standing. 

Ten of the surviving veterans who were in arms 
at the Bridge, on the 19 April, 1775, honored the 
festival with their presence. Their names are Abel 
Davis, Thaddeus Blood, Tilly Buttrick, John Hos- 
iner, of Concord ; Thomas Thorj), Solomon Smith, 
John Oliver, Aaron Jones, of Acton ; David Lane, 
of Bedford ; Amos Baker, of JAncohi. 

On leaving the ehuivh, the procession again 
formetl, and moved to a large tent nearly oitposite 
Shepherd’s hobd, under which dinner was prepared, 
and the company sat down to the tables, to the 
number of four hundred. We were honored with 
the presence of distinguished guests, anrong whom 
vrere Lieut. Gov. Armstrong, Judge Da^ds, Alden 
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Bradford (descended from the 2d govenior of Plym- 
outh Colony^). Hon. Eilward Everett, Hon. Ste- 
phen C. Phillips of Stdein, Philip Hone, Estp of 
New Yoi‘k, Hen. Dearborn, and Lt. Col. K. C. Win- 
thrap, (de.seended fri>m the 1st (toveiaior of ifassa- 
ehu.setts.) Lettei-s were read from .several genthv 
men expre.ssing their regret at being depriv(>d of 
the pleasiu’e of being present on the oei*asion. The 
character of the speeehe.s and .sentiments at the 
dinner was manly an<l affectionate, in keeping with 
the whole temper of the ihay^ 

On leaving the dinner table, the invited guests, 
with many of the citizens, repaired to the Com't- 
house to pay their respects to the ladies of Con- 
cord, who had there, with their friends, partaken of 
an elegant collation, and now jxditely offered coffee 
to the gentlemen. The hall, in which the collation 
was spread, had been «lecorat(;d by fair hands with 
festoon.s of flow'crs, and wreath.s of evergi-een, and 
hung with pictures of the Eathcr.s of the Town. 
Crow'ded a.s it was with gi-accful forms and happy 
faces, and resounding with the hum of aniiiiated 
conver.sation, it wa.s itself a beautiful living ]neturc. 
Compared w'ith the jwverty and .savagene.s.s of the 
scene which the .same spot pres<;nted two hundred 
years ago, it was a l>rilliant reverse of the medal ; 
and cotdd scarcely fail, like all the parts of the 
holiday, to lead the reflecting mind to thoughts of 
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that Divine Provitleneo, in every generation, 

has been our tower of ilefeu<*e an<] horn of l)lessing. 

At sunset tln^ eoiu])any sej):irale(l and retired to 
their lionies ; and the evening of this <lay of exeite- 
nnuit was as <]uiot as a Sabbath tiiroiigliont the 
village. 
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ADDRESS 

AT TiiK l^JELUt’ATIO.V OF THE .‘^OLIMERS* MOXl’MENT IN CONCORD, 
ArUI\ lOTlI, 1>07. 




ADDRESS- 


Fellow Citizens : 

Tho clay is in Concord doubly our oaloiidar day, 
;is being the aimiversary of the invasion of tlio 
town by the British tw)o}>.s in 1775, and of the de- 
jiarture of the company of voluntct»rs fur A\"ashing- 
ton, in 1801. AW* an* all luvtty well aware that 
llic facts which make to us thv* interest of this day 
are in a great degree ])crsoiial and local here : tiiat 
every other town and eity lias its own lieroes and 
memorial days, and that we eaii hardly expect a 
wide sympatliy for ilie names and anecdotes w’liich 
wx* delight to record. \W* are glad and proud that 
we have no mom»poly of merit. AVe are thankful 
that othei* tow ns and cities arc as rich : that tlic 
heroes of old and of rct'ent date, wdu> made and 
kept America free and united, were not rare or sol- 
itary growths, hut sporadic over vast tracts of the 
Kepublic. Yet, as it is a pieee of nature and the 
common sense that the tii robbing chord that holds 
fts to our kindred, our friends ;ind our town, is not 
to be denied or resisted, — no matter how^ frivolous 
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or iinpliilosophical its pulses, — we shall cling; af- 
fectionately to our houses, our liver aiul pastures, 
ami believe that our visitors will parilon us if we 
take the privileg:e of talking: freely about our near- 
est neigfhboi's as in a family party ; — well assured, 
meantime, that the virtues we ari' met to honor 
were direetecl on aims which commaml the sympa- 
thy of every loyal Anu'viean citizen, were exerted 
for the jmitection of our common country, and 
aide<l its triumpli. 

The town has tliouijlit lit to signify its lionor for 
a few of its sons by raising an obelisk in the scpiare. 
It is a simple pile enough, — a few slabs of granite, 
dug just below the surface of the soil, and laid u])on 
the t<*p of it; but as w»* have learnetl that the up- 
heaved mountain, from which these discs or Hakes 
were broken, was once a glowing mass at white 
heat, slowly crystallized, then u]tlift«‘d by the cen- 
tral fires of the globe : so the roots of the events it 
appropriately marks are in the heart of the uni- 
verse. 1 shall sjiy of this obelisk, planted here in 
our tpiiet plains, what Kiehter says of the volcano 
in the fair landscape of Xajdes : “ Vc-suvius stands 
in this poem of Nature, and exalts eveiything, as 
war <loes tlu; age.’’ 

The art of the architect and the .s<,*nse of the 
town have made these dumb stones speak : have, il 
I may boiTow the old language of the ehureh, con- 
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vovted these elements from a secular to a sacred 
ami spiritual use ; have made them look to the past 
and the future ; have given tlu-in a meaning for the 
imagination and the lieart. The sense of tlie town, 
tlie ehxpient inscriptions the shaft now hears, the 
nu-mories of these martyrs, tlie m»ble names whieli 
yet l»ave gatluni'd only their first fame, wliatevei* 
irood "rows to the country out of the war. the lar- 
gest results, the future power and genius of the land, 
will go on eJotliing this sliaft with daily ])eauty 

S . . . . , . 

and spiritual life. T i?i»eertain tliat a jdain stone 
like this, standing on such memories, having no ref- 
erence to utilities, ljut only to the grand instincts 
of the civil and moral man, mixes with surrounding 
nature. — iiy day, with the changing seasons, by 
night the stars roll oyer it gladlv. — becomes a 
sentiment, a poet, a prophet, an orator, to eyciy 
townsman and j)assenger. an altar wliere tlie noble 
youth sliall in all time come to make his secret 
vows. 

I'he old ^Itmumonf. a short half-mile from this 
Imnse, stands to signalize the first lleyolntion. 
where the people resiste«l ottensi\e usurpations, of- 
fensive taxes of tlie British I’arliamont, clainiing 
that thefe should be no tax without representation. 
Instructed by events, after the quarrel began, tlie 
Americans tmik higher gi'onnd, and stood for po- 
litical imlependenec. But in the necessities of the 
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hour, they ovorluuketl the nu»ral law, anil winked 
at a practical exception to tlio Bill of Ui^IitM they 
had drawn nji. They winked at the cxi'cption, Ite- 
Jieving it insignilicant. Bnt the moral law, the 
nahuo of things, dhl not wink at it, bnt kept its 
eye wide open. It turned out that this one viola- 
tion was a subtle poison, which in eighty yeuisi 
corrupted the whole ovt'rgrow ii body politic, and 
brought the alternative of extirpation of the jmison 
or ruin to the Hepiiblie. 

This new ^fomnnont is built to mark the arrival 

li 

of the nation at the new principle, — say, rather, 
at its new acknowledgment, for the principle is as 
old as Heaven, — that only that State can live, in 
w hich injury t!> the least member is recognized as 
lUunagc to the wliole. 

Keform must begin at home. The aim of the 
hour was to reconstruct the .*^outli ; but first tlie 
North had to be reconstructed. Its own theory 
and practice of liberty had got .sadly out of gear, 
and must be eorreeted. It was done on tlie instant. 
A ibunder-storm at sea sometimes revei'se.s the ma<r- 
nets in the shi]), and sontli is north. I’lie storm of 
wav woi’ks till; like inirai le on men. Every demo- 
crat who went South came hack a republican, like 
the governors who, in BuclianaiT.s time, went to 
Kansas, and instantly took the free-state colors. • 
\\'ar, says tlie poet, is 
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“ <hc arduous strife, 

To wliic-li rile triiiuipli of all gootl is jjiveii.” 

Every jirinei pie is a war-note. IV hen the rights of 
man are recited under any old government, every 
<»ne of tliem is a declaration of war. l\'ar civilizes, 
r(^ari*aiigcs the population, di.strilmting by ideas, — 
the innovators on <me sitle, the antifpiaries on the 
cither. It opens the eyes wider. (Ince we were 
])atriots up to the town-bounds, or the State-line, 
lint w^en you replace the love of family or elan by 
a princijile, as I’reedom^iifttantly that fire runs over 
the State-line iitto New Hampshire, Vermont. New 
York and ( )hio, into the prairie and beyond, leaps 
the inoimtiiins, bridges river ami lake, burns as 
hotly in Kansas and California as in Boston, and 
no chemist can discriminate lietween one soil and 
the other. It lifts every population to an e<pxal 
])owcr and merit. 

A.S long as wt; deliate in council, both sides may 
form their private guess what the event may be, or 
which is the strongest. Hut the moment you cry 
“ Every man to his tent, O Israel I ” the delusions 
of hope and fear are at an (?ml : — the strength is 
now to lie tested by the eternal facts. There will 
be no doubt more. The world is eipial to itself. 
The secret arehitc<'ture of things begins to disclose 
Hself ; the fact that all things were made on a ba- 
sis of right ; that justice is ivally desired by all iur 
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boing>i: that opposition to it is ag^tiiust tlio 
iKituro of things; ami that, whatovm* may Ijappeii 
in this hour ov that, the years ajnl the oonturles ari 
always pulling down the wrong and huilding up 
iho right. 

The war made the Divine Providenee eredihle to 
’.nanv who did not believe tin' g<iod 1 heaven (piite 
Irmest. Every man was an abolitionist by e<>nvie- 
tion, but did not btdieve that his iu*ighbor was. 
The opinions of masses of men, whirh the taeties of 
jirimary caucuses and t"he^ ]U-(>verbial timiility of 
trade hud eoneealed, tlu' war iliseoverinl ; and it 
was found, eontrarv to all popular belief, tliat the 
I'ountry was at heart abolitionist, and for the ITiiou 
was ready to die. 

As cities of men are tlie first effects of civiliza- 
tion, and .also instantly causes of rnoie civilization, 
so armies, which are only wandering cities, gener- 
ate a vast heat, and lift tlic spirit of the soldiers 
who compose them to the boiling* jK»int. The ar- 
mies mustered in the North wevt* as mucli mis- 
sionaries to tlie mind of the country as they were 
carriers of material f<irce, and had th(‘ vast advan- 
tage of carrying whitlicr tliey inarclied a liigher 
civilization. Of course, there are nolilc hicn evijrv- 
where, and there aic sueli in the South ' and tlu* 
noble know' the nolde, wdicrever they meet ; ami 
W'C have all licard j)a.s.sago.s of generous and exeep- 
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oiu- officers :unl men, during the war. Ihit the 
eoininon people, rieli or jioor, were the najTowest 
and most eoneoited of mankind, as arrogant as the 
negroes on the Gamlua liiver; and, l»y the way, it 
looks as if the editors of the Southern press were 
in all times selected from this class. The invasion 
of Northern farmcis, mechanics, engineers, trades- 
men, lawyers and students did more than forty 
years ^f peace had done to educate the Soiith. 
“This will he a slow hiTsincss,’" writes our Con- 
cord ea]»tain home, “ for we have to stop and civil- 
ize the la-ople as wo g<i along.” 

It is an interesting part of the history, the man- 
ner in which this incongruous militia were made 
.soldiers. That was done again on the Kansa.s plan. 
Our farmers went to Kansas as peaoeahle. God- 
fearing men as the mendiers of our school-commit- 
tee here. But when the Border raids were let 
loose on their villages, these people, who turned 
pale at home if called ti> di’css a cut linger, on wdt- 
nes.sing the hutchery done hy the Missouri riders 
on women and hahes. were .so heside themselves 
witli rage, that they hecamo on the instant the 
bravest soldiers and the most determined avengers. 
And the fii’st events of the war of the EehelHon 
gave the like training to the new' recruits. 

All sorts of men went to the war, — the roughs,. 



108 


-1 />/»/;/>>'. 


men who liktnl hai'sh play uml vit;lenee, men for 
whom pleasuiv was not strong enough, but who 
wautotl pain, and found sjdiero at last for their 
superabundant energy : then the adventurous tyjie 
of New Knglander, with Ids appetite for novelty 
and travel ; the village politieian. who could now 
verify Ids newspaper knowledge, see the South, and 
amass what a stwk of adventures to retail hereafter 
at the tircside. to- to the well-known companions on 
the Mill-dain ; young men, also, of exeellenU‘’duea- 
t ion and }H>lishe<l manners,, delicately brought uji ; 
manlv fanners, skilful mcehaides, voting tradesmen, 
men hitherto of narrow opportunities of knowing 
the world. Imt well taught in the g‘ran)mar-scht)ols. 
Hut perhajts in every one of tlu'se classes were itleal- 
ists. men who went from a religions duty. 1 have 
a note of :i conversation that occurred in our first 
coui])any. the morning Ixdore the battle of Bull 
Kmi. At a halt in the march, a few of our boy.s 
were .sitting on a rail fence talking together whether 
it was right to .sacrifice themselves. One of them 
said, ho had been thinking a good deal about it, 
last night, and he thought one was never too young 
to die for a iirinciple.” One of our later vohm- 
teei’s, on the day wlien he left home, in reply to my 
<pie.stion. How can you lie spared from your fann, 
now that your father is so ill? said: “I go hecaus6 
I shall always he sorry if I did not go when tho 
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co\mti*y culled ino. I can "o as well as another.” 
One wrote to his father these wonls : — “ Yon may 
think it strange- lliat I, who l>ave always naturally 
ratlier shrunk from danger, should wish to enter 
the army ; hut there is a higher Power that tunes 
the h(*arts of men, and enables them to see their 
duty, and gives them courage tf) face the dangers 
with whieli those duties are attend;-«l.” And the 
cajdaiu writes home of another of his men, — 

‘•B comes from a sense of «luty and lf>ve of 

country, and these are thtf sohliers you can de])end 
u])on.” 

None of us can have forg«)tten how sham a test 
to try our jieueefiil peojde with, was the first t-all 
for troops. 1 doid)t not many of «tnr soldiers eould 
rei>eat the confession of a y»)uth whom I knew 
in the beginning of the war, wlio enlisted in New 
York, went to the field, and <U(mI t-arly. Before his 
departure he confided to his sister that lie was nat- 
urally a coward, but was deternuned that no one 
should ever find it out ; that he had long trained 
himself by forcing himself, on the snspieiou of any 
near danger, to go directly nj) to it, cost him what 
struggles it might. Yet it is from this tempera- 
ment of .sensibility that gi*eat heroes liave been 
formed. 

• Our fix‘.st coinpiuiy was led hy an officer who had 
grown up in tliis village from a l)03% The older 
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aiiiong' us can well remeiaber him at school, at play 
ami at work, all the way up, the im»st amiable, sen- 
sible, unpretomling of men ; fair, l)lomle, the rose 
liveil long in his cheek ; gi-ave, but social, ami one 
of the last men iu this ti*wu you wouhl hav<> j>ieke(l 
out for tlie rougli tlealiug of war, — not a trace of 
fierceness, much less of recklessness, t)r (»f the ibs 
vouriiig thirst for excitement ; tciuler as a woman 
in his care for a cough <»r a chilblain iu his jueii ; 
had trwhes and arnica in his j»ocket fin* tliem. The 
army officers were wdcoilu* to their jest on hitn as 
too kind for a cajdain, and. later, as the colonel who 
got oft' his horse when he saw one of his men limp 
on the mareli, and told him to ride. Ihit he km-w 
that his men had found out, first that he was cap- 
tain, then that he was eoloiiel, and neither dared nor 
wished to disobey him. He was a man without 
conceit, who never fancied himself a philosopher or 
a sjiiiit : the most modest and amiable of men, en- 
gaged in common duties, but cijiial always to tla; 
occa>ion : and the war showed him still equal, how - 
ever stern and terrible the occasion grew, — dis- 
<'losed iu him a strong go(jil sense, great fertility of 
resource, the helping hand, and then the moral 
<pudities of a eonjinander, — a patience not to be 
tired out, a sei'ious dev'otion to the cau.se of the 
countiy that never .swerved, a hojjc that never 
failed. lie was a Puritan in the army, with traits 
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that rcniiml oiu* of John Urown, — an intef^rity iii- 
oomiptiblf, anJ an alnlity tliat always rose to the 
neeJ. 

^^>11 will ronii'inher that these eoloiiels, captains 
and lieutenants, and tin* jnivates too, are domestic 
men, just wrenched away from their families and 
their Imsincss hy this rally of all the manhood in 
the land. 'Fhev have not«*s to pay at home : have 
farms, sliops, faot<)ri<*s, affairs of every kiml to 
tliink and write home about* Consider wliat 
sacrifice an<l liinot* in^biisiiiess arrangements tliis 
war-blast jnad(‘* Tlu‘y have to think carefully of 
every last ivsouree at home on which their wives 
or mothers niav fall l*aek: upon the little aecnnnt 
in the savinys-hank, the ^^rass that can he sold, the 
old cow, <n; the heifer. These necessities make the 
topics of the ten thousand letters with which the 
mail-ba^^s came loaded dav hv dav. These letters 
play a great part in the war. The writing of letters 
made the Sunday in every camp : — meantime they 
are without the means of writing. After the first 
marches there is no letter-paper, there are noenvel- 
ojies, no post age -stamps, for these wore wetted into 
a solid mass in flje rains and mud. Some of those 
letters are wi-ittcn on the l)ju*k of old bills, some on 
brown paper, or strips of newspaper; written by 
firclight, making the short night shorter ; written 
on the knee, in the mud, with iH'neii, six woixls at 
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a ; or in the saddle, uiul have to stop boeansc 
the Iiorsc will not staiul still. Hut the words ar (5 
proud and t endec, — Tell inotlier 1 will not dis- 
jxraee her : * tell her not to won*v ahuut ini% for 
i know she would n«»t have had me stay at home if 
slie eould as well as not." The lett<'i"s of the cap- 
tain are the ilearest treasures ol this town. Always 
<levoted, soinetiiiies anxious, soTuetimes full of joy 
at the di‘})oi't!mait of his eoinrades, they e.onUxin the 
shieero praise of men whom I now see in this as- 
sembly. If Marshal Monthie s Memoirs arc the 
Hihle of soldiers, as Henry IV. of Kram»e said, C*oh 
onel Prescott mi]L;‘ht furnish the IVook of Ppistles. 

lie writes, You don't know low f)ne gets at- 
tached to a company l>y livijig with them azid slecj)- 
ing’ with them all the time. 1 know every uuiii 
l)y liearr, I know every man’s weak spot, — who 
is shaky, ami wh'> is true hlue.*’ He never I'cmits 
his care of the men. aiming to hold them to their 
good habits and to keep them (dieerful. For the 
first point, he keeps up a eonstant aecpuiiiitunce 
with them ; urges their correspomlmu'c with their 
friends; writes news of tliem liome, urging his 
own correspondent to visit their families and kiH^p 
them informed about the iiien ; encourage.s a tem- 
perance society wljich is formed in the camp. ‘‘I 
have not liad a man drunk, or affected hy Ihpior, 
since \ve came here.” At one time be imda his 
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ooinpiiny uiifoi tiinjitc in Inivin" fallen between two 
eoinpanies of <|iute another class, — 't is j)rofan5ty 
all tlie time : yet instead of a bad influence on our 
men, 1 think it works the «>ther way, — it dis'justs 
Iheiu/' 

One da}- he writes : 1 (fxjieet to have a time, 

this forenoon, with the oflieer from West Point wlio 
drills us. He is very profane, and 1 will not stand 
it. If he does not stoj) it, I shall mareli my men 
ri^ht jjway when 1 h.‘ is drillin;^ them. There is a 
fine for officers swearipj^^in the army, and 1 liave 
too many youn;^- men that arc* not used to sueli talk, 
i told the colonel this morninjj I should do it. and 
shall, — don't eare what the eonseciueiiee is. This 
lieutenant seems to think that these men who nevei^ 
saw a gun, c;ui drill iis well as lie, who has been at 
West Point four years.*’ At night he adds : I 
told that officer from West i\)int, this morning, 
that lie could not swear at my company as he did 
yesterday ; told liiiu 1 would not stand it any way. 
J told him 1 had a good manv voung men in mv 
company whose mothers asked me to look after 
them, and 1 sliould do so, and not^ allow them to 
hear such language, especially from an officer, 
whose duty it was to sot them a better example*. 
Told him 1 did not swear myself and would not 
allow him to. lie looked at me as much as h) say, 
Do yon knon: ichojn you are talking to ? and I 

VOL. XI. 8 
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looked at him as mueli as to say, Jes, I Jo. Ho 
looktnl rather ashamed, but went throii«;h the drill 
without an oath.” So mueh for the oaiv of their 
morals. His next jM>iut is to keep them cheerful. 
T is Iwtter than medicine. He has games of base- 
ball, ajul pitching quoits, and eiwhrc, whilst i*art oi 
the military discipline is sham-lights. 

The best men heartily second him, atid invent 
excellent means of their own. When, afterwards, 
live of thes»‘ men were prisoners in the <-l*arish 
Pri.son in New Orleans, they set themselves to use 
the time to the wist-st advantage, — formed a de- 
bating club, wrote a <hiily or weekly newspaiwr, 
called it •* Stars ami StrijH*s.” It advertises, 

prayer meeting at 7 o'chn'k, in cell No. 8, .st^eond 
tii)or,*’ and their own j)rinted record is a proud and 
aflecting narrative. 

Whilst the regiment was encamiwd at Camp An- 
drew, near Alexamlria, in June, 1801, inarehing 
orders came. Colonel Hawrenee sent for <'ight 
wagons, but only three came. On the.se they loaded 
all the canva.s of the tents, but took no tt!nt-i>oles. 

‘•It looked very mueh like a .severe thunder- 
.stonn,” write.s the ea]>tain, “ and I knew the men 
woidd all have to sleep out of do(n'.s, unle.ss we ear- 
rie«i thenj. So I took six poh^s, and went to tl>e 
colonel, and told him I hatl got the polc.s for tw'o 
tents, which would cover twenty-four men, and itii- 
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less lie oitlevcd me net to eaiTy them, I should do 
80 . He said he lia<l no «»hjectioii, only thought they 
’.vould be too umeh for nu*. We only had about 
twelve men ” (tlu( rest of the company lieing. per- 
haps, on picket or other <lnty), “ an<l some of them 
have their heavy kuapsiU'ks and gnus to carry, so 
could not carry any poles. At'e started and marched 
two miles without stopping to i-est, not having had 
anything to eat, and being very hot and diT. ’ At 
this titne Captain Preseott was daily tlii’eateiied 
witli sickness, and sudWeA tlu? more from this heat. 
*• 1 told Lieutenant Jkiwers, this morning, that I 
could afford to he sick from bi-inging the timt-poles, 
for it saved the whole regiment fi^uu sleejung out 
doois ; for tliey woidd not have thought of it, if I 
had not taken mine. Tin* major had tried to di e 
<*(»ui'age me : — sjiid, ‘ jierhaps, if I carried them 
oyer, some other company would get them ; ' - - 1 
told him. perhaps he did not thiidc I was smart." 
He had the satisfaction to see the whole rc*giment 
enjoying the protection of these tents. 

In the disastrous battle of Boll Bun this com- 
pany Ix'haved well, and tlie regimenfcd officers be- 
lieved, what is now tluj general eonvietion of the 
country, that the misfortunes of the day wc're not 
.so nuufh owing to the fault of the troojis, as to the 
Jlisuffieiency of the eombinations by the general 
officciv,. It liapiH'ncil, ako, that the Fifth IVIassa- 
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chiisctts wa^s almost unofticer.Hl. The colonel was, 
early in the tlay, tlisahUnl l»y a easualty ; the lieu- 
tenant-eoloiu'l, the major ami the adjittant were 
alremly trausferreil to new rej^iments, ami their 
places were not yet tilled, 'rhe three months of 
the enlistment expinnl a few clays after the battle. 

In the fall of 1861, the old .\rtillery company of 
tins town was reorganized, and Captain Kieliard 
Barrett received a commission in JSIareh, 18<i2, 
from the State, as its eominandcn'. This company, 
chiefly roc-ruited here, was datc^r endiodied in the 
Forty-seventh Hegiment, ^lassaehusetts ^^>lnnt(*ers, 
enlisted as nine months' men, and sent to New Or- 
h‘ans, whin't* they wcna; employecl in guard duty 
during their term of service. Captain Humphrey 
H. Bnttriek, lieutenant in this regiment, as he had 
iMMUi already lieutenant in Caiitain Prescott's com- 
pany in 1861, went out again in August, 1864, a 
cujitain in the Fifty-idnth Massaclmsetts, and saw 
hard service in tin* Ninth Corps, under (tcneral 
Burnside. The regiment being formed of veterans, 
and in fields recpiiring gr<*at activity and exposure, 
suffered e.vtraord inary losses; Ca])tain Buttri«-k 
and one other officer being the? only offi(a*r.s in it 
who were neither killed, wounded, nor <!aptuml. 
In August, 1862, on the new reepusition for trcwips, 
wh<‘n it was becoming difficult tf> meet the draft, 
mainly through the personal example and influence 



sol.iiiKits' ( (yxcoiii). 117 

t)f Mr. Sylvester Ijovejoy, t\v»*lve men, including 
liiiiiself, wer<; enlisted for three years, and, being 
sonn after enrolled in the I'ortieth Massju-husetts, 
went to the war; and a very good account has been 
lieard, not only of tlio ri‘ginient, but of the talents 
and virtues of these jueii. 

After the return of the three months' company 
to (’oncord, in 18G1, Captain Prescott raised a new 
company of volunteers, and Captain Powers an- 
other. • Kacl) f)f these eom 2 >anies i}n‘luded recruits 
from this towii, and tljey formed part of the TJur- 
ty-second Kegiment of Massachusetts Volunteers. 
Eidisting for three years, and remaining the end 
of the war, those troops saw ev«‘ry variety of hard 
service whicli tlie war offered, and, though suffering 
at first some ilisadvantage from change of eom- 
mandcTS, and frojii severe losses, they grew at last, 
»mder tlic et)inmaud of Colonel I’reseott, to an ex- 
cidlent rei)utation, attested by the names of the 
thirty batth‘s they were autliorized to inscribe on 
their flag, and by the imiwrtant 2 )ositiou usually 
assigned tliem in the field. 

1 havi^ found many notes of their rough experi- 
eiuie in the maveh and in the field. In McClellan''s 
retreat in the Peninsula, in July, 1862, “ it is all 
our men can do to draw their feet out of the mud. 
We marched one mile through mud, without exag- 
geration, one foot deep, — a good deal of the w'ay 
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over my boots, ami with sh(n*t rutums ; on one tlay 
nothin'; but liver, blaeklnn-ries, and jn'iinyi-nyal 
tea.” — “ At Freth?vieksbur<; we lay eleven hours 
in one spt»t witliout niovinj;, except to rise ami 
lire.” Tlie next note is. eraekcr for a day and 
a half. — but all right.” Another day, had not 
left the mnks for thirty hours, and the nights wei'O" 
bit>ken by frequent alanns. Ilow would Coneoi-d 
pi*ople,” he asks, “ like to pass the night on the- 
battle-field, and hear the dying cry for helj), and 
not be able to go to them ? ” Ihit the regiinent dul 
good st-rviee at Harrison’s Lamling, and at Antie- 
tam, under C’olonel Parker ; and at Fredericks- 
burg. in Deeeml.H‘r, Lieutenant-Colonel Pro.seott 
lomlly expresses his satisfaction at his comra<les, 
now and then particularizing names : '• ]lower.s, 
i>liepar<l ami Lauriat are as brave as lions.” 

At the l>attle f»f (iettysburg, in »luly, 1803, the 
brigade of which the Thi»'ty-se<'oml Regiment forine<l 
a part, was in line of battle st!venty-two hours, and 
.sntt‘eix*d scverelv. Colonel Prescott’s regiment 
went in with two hundred and t<*n men, nineteen 
offi< ■ers. On the second of duly they had to cro.ss 
the famous wheat-field, under fire from the reljels 
in front and on both flanks. St^venty men were 
killed or w’ounded out of .seven companies. 1 lore 
Francis Iluttriek, whose manly beauty all of wa re-- 
ineniber, and Ser^feant Aj)plcton, an excellent sol* 
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<litr, \vei*e fatally wouiuIchI. Tlie colonel was hit 
by three hullets. “ I feel/’ he writes, “ I have 
imieh to he thankful for that luy life is spared, al* 
thoii'jli 1 would willingly die to have the regiment 
th) as well as they have d*»ne. Our colors had sev- 
eral holes made, and were badly torn. One bullet 
hit the staff which the bearer luul in his hand. The 
color-bearer is brave as a lion ; he will go any wluM’e 
yon say, and no (juestions asked ; his name is Mar- 
shall pavis.” The Ctdonel took evklent jdeasure 
in the fact that he eoukl* account fur all his men. 
There were so many killed, so many wounded, — 
1)ut no missing. For that word “ missing was ai)t 
t/> moan skulking. Another incident : A friend 
of Lieutenant llari*ow complains that we did not 
treat his body with res])ect, inasmuch as we did not 
send it home. 1 think wo were veiy fortunate t»> 
save it at all, ft>r in ten minutes after he was killed 
the rebels occupied the ground, and we had to 
carry him and aU of our wounded nearly two miles 
ill blankets. There was no jdaec nearer than Bal- 
tinnire where we eoidd have got a coffin, and I suji- 
l>ose it was eighty miles there. We laid him in 
two double blankets, and then sent oft’ a long dis- 
tance amf got hoards off a barn to make the best 
coffin we could, and gave him burial.” 

After Gettysburg, Colonel Prescott remarks that 
our regiment is highly coinpliuieuted. When Col- 
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onel Oivruey, of the Xiutli, fame to him tho next 
ilay to tell him that “ fi*lks are just lu*j;;iiming to 
approeiatt* the Thirty-sei‘<»n<l Hegimout : it always 
was a gootl ivgimont, and people are just hegiiming 
to timl it out ; " Colonel Presi-ott luUes in his joui’- 
nal, — Pity they have not found it out before it 
was all gone. A\ e have a hmulred ami seventy- 
seven guns this morning.” 

Let me a<ld an extract from the oflieial report of 
the l>rigade commander: ” lV<irtl was sent 1^' (ien- 
eral Hariies. that, when we ,retired, we should fall 
hack umler cover of the woods. This order was 
coiumunicated to Colonel Prescott, whose regiment 
was then umler the hottest tire. Understanding it 
to l»e a ])cremptory oriler to retire them, he replied, 
‘ I don't want to retire : 1 am not leady to retire : 
I can hold this place ; ’ and he m:ul<’ g(M>d his as- 
sertion. Being infoiined that lie inisuuderstocMl 
the order, whi«-h was only to inform him how to 
retire when it became necessary, he was satisfied, 
and he and his command hehl their ground man- 
fully.” It was sai«l that Colonel Pres<'ott’s reply, 
w'hen rc|K)rted, pleased the Acting Brigadier-tJen- 
eral Sweitzer mightilv. 

After (icttvslmrg, the Thirtv-s(‘cond Kegimont 
saw hard .service at Happahannock Station ; and at 
Baltimore, in A'^irginia, where they were drawn up 
in battle order for ten days .succes.sively : crossing 
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the Knpidan, and saflt'Miig frtuii such extreme cold, 
a few days later, at Mine Run, that tlie men were 
eoni])elh?d to hreak rank and run in circles t« keep 
themselves fi-om hcing frozen. On the tliird of 
Dt'cember, tlu-y went into winter ipiarters. 

1 must not follow tiie multiplied details that 
make the hard work of the next year. But the 
cainpaig;n in the ’W'ilderness surpassed all their 
worst experience hitherto of the soldier's life. On 
the third of May, they crosseil the Ra})idan for the 
fifth time. Oj» the tivefftli, at Laurel Hill, the 
regiment luul tW(»nty-one killed and seventy-live 
wounded, ineludin*;’ live ofiieers. “ The regiment 
has hcen in the fntnt and centre since the battle 
begun, eight and a half days ago, and is now build- 
ing breastw<»rks on the Frederieksbnrg road. This 
has been tlu* hardest light the world ever knew. 1 
think the loss of our army will be forty thousand. 
Every day, for the last eight tlays, there has been 
a tcrrilde battle the whole huigth of the line. One 
day they drove us ; but it has been i-egulav bull- 
<log fighting.'’ On the twenty-first, they had been, 
for .seventeen ilays and nights, under arms without 
rest. On the twenty-third, they crossed the North 
Anna, and achieved a great success. On the thir- 
tieth, \vv, learn, “ Our regiment has never been in 
the secoiul line since we crossed the Kapidtui, on 
the third.*’ On the night of the thirtictli, — The 
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lianlost tiny we ever luul. We have been in the' 
til's! line twenty-six days, and figliting; every day 
but two ; whilst your newspajwrs talk of the inat;- 
tivity of the Anny t»f the Potoiuae. If those writ- 
el's eould be hero and light all day, and sleep in 
the ti-euehes, and ealleil up several times in the 
night l»y jiieket-firing, they would not <*all it inae- 
tive.” Juno fourth is marked in the diai'y as “An 
awful day ; — two hundred men lost to the com- 
mand ; ” and not until the fifth of June cijines at 
last a I'espite for a short space, during which the 
men drew shoes anti socks, and tin* ofiieers wtu'c 
able to st*nd to the wagtais and procure a change 
of clothes, for the first time in five weeks. 

But from these incessant labors thert^ was now to 
In' rest for t»ne heatl, — the honort'd and beloved 
commander of the n-giment. ( >n tJie sixteenth of 
June, th**y erossed the James Ifiver, ami marched 
to within thn?e miles of Pctcrshiii'g. Early in the 
morning of the eighteenth they went to the front, 
formed line of liattle, ami were ordereil to take the 
Xoi'folk and Peterslnirg Railroad fi'<nn the Relsds. 
In this charge, (.’oloncl George I^. Prescott was 
mortally wounded. After driving the enemy from 
the railroad, crossing it, and elimhing tlic farther 
Imuk to continue the charge, he was struck, in front 
of his command, by a musket hall which entered 
his breast near the heart. lie was can’ied off the 
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field to the division hospital, and died on the ful* 
lowing morning. On his death-bed, lie received 
the needless assurances of his general, tliat he had 
done more than all his duty,” — neeilless to a eon- 
seienco so faithful and unspotted. One of his towns- 
men and ••onniules, a sergeant in his regiment, writ- 
ing to his own family, uses these words : “ lie was 
one of the few men who light for jirinciple. He 
did not fight for gloiy, honor, nor money, but be- 
cause Jie thought it his duty. These are not my 
feelings only, but of tlj,e whole I’egiinent.” 

T)n the first of flamiary, 1865, the Thii*ty-seeond 
Hcgiment nuulo itself comfortable in log huts, a 
mile south of our rear line of works liefore Peters- 
luiig. On the fourth of February, sudden orders 
came to move next morning at daylight. At Dab- 
ney’s Mills, in a sliarji fight, they lost seventy-four 
in killed, woundeil aiul missing. Here Major .Shep- 
ard was taken prisoner. The lines were held until 
the tenth, with more than usual suffering from snow 
and hail and inten.se cold, added to the annoyance 
of the artillery fire. On tin* first of April, the reg- 
iment connected with Sheridan's ear.ihy, near the 
Five Fork.s, and took an important part in that b.at- 
tle which openeil PeUu’sburg and Kichmond, and 
forced the surrender of Ijcc. On the ninth, they 
inarched in support of the cavalry, and were advan- 
cing in a gi*and charge, when the white flag of Gen. 
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Loo ap|>earetl. The brigade of which the Thirty- 
second Kegiinent forinetl jiart was detailed to receive 
the formal sjirrender of the KcIh-I arms. The home- 
ward march began on the thirteenth, and the regi- 
ment was mustered ont in the lielil, at Washington, 
on the twenty-eighth of June, ami arrived in Bos- 
ton on the first of July. 

Fellow-citizens : The olielisk records only the 
names ttf the dead. Thert^ is something p:)^'tial iu 
this distrilmti«)n of honorl Those who went through 
those dreadful fields anti returned not, deserve 
much more than all the honor we can i)ay. But 
those also who went thri>ugh tlu‘ same fields and 
returned alive, put jtist as much at hazartl as those 
who dieil. and. in other countries, wouhl wear tlis- 
tinetive batlges of honor as huig as they livt'tl. I 
hope the disuse of such medals or badges in this 
country only signifies that everybody knows these 
men, aiul carrit's th*‘ir deed in such lively remem- 
brance that they require no badgt? or reminder. I 
a«n sure I nei.*d not bespeak your gratitude to these 
fellow-citizens and neighbors of otirs, 1 hope tluiy 
will be content with the laurels of one war. 

But h‘t iiH*, in behalf of this assembly, speak 
directly t<» you, <mr defenders, and sa}', that it is 
easy to see that if danger shoidd ever threaten the 
homes which you guard, the knowledge of your 
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pi*e 8 enco will be a wall of fire for their i)roteetion. 
Brave men ! you will Imrtlly be ealletl to see again 
fields as terrible as those you lisive alreadj’ trampled 
with your victories. 

There are 2X‘«>ple who can liardly l ead the names 
on Yonder bronze tablet, the mist so "uthers in their 
eyes. Tliree of th(> names are of sons of one family, 
A gloom gathers on this assembly, composed as it 
is of kindred men ami women, for, in many houses, 
the dearest and nobh*st is g4>ne from their hearth- 
stone. Yet it is tingei^ wTth light from heaven. A 
.so severe has been discharged, and with such 
immense results of good, lifting j>rivate sacrifice to 
the sublime, that, though the cannon volleys have 
a sound of fum-ral ei*hoes, they can yet hear 
through them the benedictions of their country and 
mankind. 


APPKNDIX. 

In the above Adilress I have been com2)elled to 
supjiress more details of jiersonal inteivst than I 
have xised. But I do iu)t like to omit the testimony 
to the character of the Commamler of the Thirty- 
.wcond Massachusetts Kegiment, given in the fol- 
lowing letter by one of liis soldiers : — 
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Nkar Pktkrsuvko, ViRciJfrA, 

June 20, 1864. 

Dear Father : 

* 

With feelings of tieep regret, I inform you tliat Colo- 
nel Prescott, our bnive and lamented leailer, is no more, 
lie was shot through the body, near the heart, on the 
eighteenth day of Junet and died the following morning. 
On the morning of the eighteenth, our division was not in 
line. Reveille was at an early hour, and before long we 
were moving to the front. Soon we passed the gi*oiind 
where the Ninth Corps drove the enemy from tlieir forti- 
fied lines, and came tij>on and rormed our line in rear of 
Crawfunl’s Division. In front of us, and one mile dis- 
tant, the Rebels’ lines of works couhl be seen. Between 
us and them, and in a deep gulley, was the Norfolk luul 
Petei*sl)tirg railroad. Soon tlie onler came for us to take 
the railroad from the enemy, whose advance then lield it. 
Four regiments of our hriga<le were to liead the charge ; 
so the 32d Massachusetts, fi2d, 91st and 155th Peiin- 
.sylvania regiments, under command of Colonel Gregory, 
moved forward in good order, the enemy keeping up a 
steady fire all the time, aVU went well till we reached 
the road, llie Rebels left when they saw us advain^e, 
and, w'hen we reached the roa<l, they were running away. 
But here our troubles began. The banks, on each sidt? 
of the road, were about thirty feet high, ainV 
clay, were nearly j»erpeiidicular. We got down well 
enougli, because we got started, and were rolled to tins 
bottom, a confused pile of Yanks. Now to climb the 
other side ! It was impo.ssible to get up by climbing, for 
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4lie side* of it wais like the Hide of a lioune. By dint of 
on eaeh oilier Klioulders and making holes for 
our feet with hayonets, a few of us got up ; reaching 
our guns down to tlie othei*s, we all finally got ovx-r. 
Meanwhile, a storm of bullets was rained u]>on us. 
Tbrougli it all, Colonel Prescott was cool and collected, 
encouraging the men to do their best. After we were 
almost all across, he moved out in front of the line, and 
called the men out to him, saying, Come on, men ; form 
our line here.** The color-bearer stepped towards him, 
when a1)ullet struck the Cojonel, passed through him, 
and wouiideil the color-btarer. Sergeant Giles, of Goin- 
jiany G. Calir.iy the Colonel turned, and said, “ 1 am 
wounded ; some one help me off.” A sergeant of Com- 
pany B, and one of the 21st Pennsylvania, helped liiin 
cff,. This man told me, last niglit, all that the Colonel 
said, while going off. He was afraiil we would be driven 
back, and wanted these men to stick l>y him. He said, 
I die f4>r my country.” He seemed to be conscious that 
death was near to him, and said the wound was near his 
heart; wanted the sergeant of Company B, to write to 
his family, and tell them all about him. He will write 
tf> Mrs. Prescott, probably; but if they do not hear from 
s:)me one an account of Ins death. I wish you would show 
this to Mrs. Prescott. He died in the division hospital, 
night before last, and bis remains will jn obably be sent 
to Concord. AVc lament his loss in the regiment very 
inuclt. He was like a father to us, — .always counselling 
us to bo firm in tlie path of duty, and sotting the exam- 
ple himself. 1 think a more moral man, or one more 
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likely to enter the kiugiloni of heaven, cannot found 
ill the Army of the Potomao. No man ever heartl him 
swear, or saw him use lii|iior, since we wert‘ in the ser- 
vice. I wisli there w;is some way for the regiment to 
]niv some tribute to liis memory. Hut the folks at home 
must do this for the present. The Tiiirty-second Regi- 
ment has lost its lea<ler, aiul calls on the people of Con- 
cord to console the afflietetl family of tlic brave departeiK 
by sliowing tbeir esteem for liim in soim? maimer. He 
was one of the few men who tight for principle. — pure 
principle. He di<l not tight for glory, honor noi* money, 
but because he tliouglit it bis duty. These are not my 
feelings only, but of the whole regiment. 1 want voii to 
show this to every one, so they can see what we thought 
of the Colonel, ami how he died in front of his regiment. 
God bless and comfort his poor family. Perhaps peojiK? 
think soldieis Iiave no fieliiig, but it is not .so. We foil 
deep anxiety for the families of all our dear comrades. 

CffAKLKS BaKTLKTT, 

Serfjff*tnif V oat pan n fir, 

Thirtij-sccond Massadmsetts Volunteers. 
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ON EMANCIPATION IN THE BRITISH WEST INDIES. 


Friends and Feleow Citizens: 

We ifve met to exchange congratulations on the 
anniversary of an eveni singular in the history of 
eiviTization ; a day of reason ; of the clear light ; 
of that which makes ns better than a flock of birds 
and beasts : a day which gave the immense fortifi- 
cation of a fact, of gross history, to ethical abstrac- 
tions. It was the settlement, as far as a great Em- 
j)ire Avas concerned, of a question on which almost 
every leading citizen in it had taken care to record 
his vote ; one which for many years absorbed the 
attention of the best and most eminent of mankind. 
I might Avell liesitate, coming from other studies, 
and without the smallest claim to be a special la- 
borer in this work of humanity, to undertake to set 
this matter, beftjre j-ou ; which ought rather to be 
done by a strict co-operation of many well-atlvised 
persons ; but I shall not aijologize for my weakness. 
Ilf this cause, no man's weakness is any prejudice : 
it has a thousand sons ; if one man cannot speak, 
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ten others can; anil, Tvhcther by the wisdom of 
its friends, or by the folly of the adversaries ; by 
speech and by silence ; by doing and by omitting 
to do, it goes forward. Therefore I will sjwak, — 
or, not I, but the might of liberty in my weakness. 
The subject is s:iid to have the proj>erty of making 
dull men eloquent. 

It has been in all men's cx})eriencc a marked 
effect of the enterprise in behalf of the African, to 
generate an ovexbearing and defying spirtt. The 
institution of slavery seems to its op}H>neut to have 
but one side, and he feels that none but a stupid 
or a malignant iicrson can hesitate on a view of the 
facts. Under such an impulse, I was about to .say, 
If any cannot speak, or cannot hear the worils of 
freedom, let him go hence, — I had almo.st said, 
Creep into your grave, the univer.so has no need of 
you I But I have thought better : let him not go. 
"When we consider what remains to be done for 
this interest in this country, the dictates of human- 
ity make us tender of such as are nut yet per- 
suaded. The hardest selfishness is to Ixe borne 
with. Let us withhold every reproachful, and, if 
v/c can, every indignant remark. In this cause, we 
must renounce our temper, and the risings of pride. 
If there be any man who thinks tltc ruin of a race 
of men a small matter, compared with the last de^ 
ration and completions of liis own comfort, — who 
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would not so much as part with his icc-cream, to 
save them from rapine and manacles, 1 think I 
must not hesitate to satisfy that man that also his 
cream and vanilla are safer and cheaper by placing 
the negi*o nation on a fair footing, than by robbing 
them. If the Virginian piques himself on the pic- 
hiresque luxury of his vassalage, on the heavy 
Ethiopian manners of his house-servants, their si- 
lent obedience, their hue of bronze, their turbaned 
heads, iyid would not exchange them for the more 
intelligent but precarious EGred service of whites, I 
sKSH»not refuse to sliow him that when their free- 
papers are made out, it will still be their interest 
to remain on his estate, and that the oldest plant- 
ers of Jamaica are convinced that it is cheaper to 
pay w'ages tlian to own the slave. 

The history of mankind interests us only as it 
exhibits a steady gain of truth and right, in the 
incessant conflict which it records between the 
material and the moral nature. From the eailiest 
monuments it appears that one race was victim and 
served the other races. In the oldest temples of 
Egypt, neg^o captives are painted on the tombs of 
kings, in such attitudes as to show that they are 
on the point of being executed ; and Herodotus, 
our oldest historian, 'relates that the Troglodytes 
hunted the Ethiopia]^ in four-horse chariots. From 
the earliest time, the negro has been an article of 
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luxury to the commercial nations/ So has it beetle 
down to tlie day that has just dawned on th^ world. 
Liang:uage must be raked, tho secrets of slaughter- 
houses and infamous holes that cannot front the 
day, must be ransjtcketl, to tell what negro-slarery 
has l)een, Tliese men, our benefactors, as they are 
producers of com and wine, of coffee, of tobacco, 
of cotton, of sugttr, of rum and brandy ; gentle and 
joyous themselves, and protluceis of comfort and 
luxury for the civilizetl world, — there scat<jfl in the 
finest climates of the globe^ children of the sun, — 
I am heart-sick when I read how thev came tfarre, 
and how they are kept there. Their case was left 
out of the mind and out of the heart of their broth- 
ers. The prizes of society, the tnimi>et of lame, the 
privileges of learning, of culture, of religion, the 
decencies and joys of marriage, honor, obedience, 
personal authority and a ]icr}>ctual melioration into 
a finer cixulity, — these w'crc for all, but not for 
them. For the negro, was the slave-ship to begin 
with, in whose filthy hold he sat in irons, unable to 
lie down ; bad fooil, and insufficiency of that : dis- 
franchisement ; no projHjrty in the r.'igs that cov- 
ered him ; no marriage, no right in the pmr black 
woman that cherished him in her bosom, no right 
to the children of his body ; no security from tho 
humors, none from the crimes, none from the appe- 
tites of his master: toil, famine, insult and flog- 



WEST INDIA EMANCIPATION. 135 

ging ; and, when he sank in the furrow, no wind of 
good fame blew over him, no priest of salvation 
visited him with glad tidings: but he went dowm 
to death with dusky dreams of African shadow- 
eatchers and Obcahs hunting him. Very sad was 
the negfro tradition, that the Great Spirit, in the 
beginning, offered the black man, whom he loved 
better tlian the buckra, or white, his choice of two 
lK)xes, a big and a little one. The black man was 
greedy^ and chose the largest. “ The buckra box 
was full up with pen, jinper and whip, and the 
iW)B(CP box with hoe and bill ; and hoe and bill for 
negro to this day.” 

But the crude clement of good in hmuan affairs 
must work and ripen, spite of whips and plantation- 
laws and West Indian interest. Conscience rolled 
on its pillow, and could not sleep. We sympathize 
very tenderly here with the poor aggrieved planter, 
of w'hom so many iinpleasant things are said ; but 
if we saw the whip applied to old men, to tender 
women ; and, undeniably, though I shrink to say 
so, pregnant women set in the treadmill for re- 
fusing to work ; wdien, not they, but the eternal 
law of animal nature refused to work ; — if we saw 
men's baPks flayed wdtli eowdiides, and “hot i*um 
poured on, superinduced w’ith brine or pickle, 
^‘ubbed in w'ith a cornhusk, in the scorching heat 
of the sun ; ” — if wo saw the runaways hunted 
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with blood-houmls into swamps and hills'; and, in 
cases of {)assion, a planter throwing his negro into 
a c*opper of boiling cane-juice, — if we saw these 
things witli eyes, wo too sliould wince. They aio 
not pleasant sights. The blood is moral : the blood 
is anti-slavery : it runs cold in the veins : the stom- 
ach rises with disgust, and curses shivery. Well, so 
it happened ; a good man or woman, a country boy 
or girl, — it woidd so fall out, — once in a while 
saw these injuries and liad the iudisei*ctio4 to tell 
of them. The horrid stofy ran and Hew ; tlie winds 
blew it all over the world. They who hea^d^'it 
asked their rich and great friends if it was true, or 
only missionary lies. The richest and greatest, the 
prime minister of England, the king's privy eoim- 
cil were obliged to say that it w’as too true. It 
became plain to all men, the more tliis business wa» 
looked into, that the crimes and cruelties of the 
slave-traders and slave-owners could not be over- 
stated. The more it was searcheil, the more shock- 
ing anecdotes came up, — things not to be simken. 
Humane persons who were informed of the reports, 
insisted on proving them. Granville Sliaqie was 
accidentally made acquainted with the sufferings of 
a slave, whom a West Indian planter had brought 
with him to Loudon and had beaten with a pistol 
on his head, so badly that his whole body became 
diseased, and the man useless to his master, whe 
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left him to go whither he pleased. The man applied 
to Mr. William Shar{>e, a charitable surgeon, who 
attended the diseases of the poor. In process of 
time, he was healed. Granville Sharpe found him 
at his brother’s and procured a place for him in an 
apothecary’s shop. The master accidentally met 
his recovered slave, and instantly endeavored to 
get possession of liim again. Sliari)e protected the 
slave. In consulting with the lawyers, they told 
Sharps the law's were against him. Shai'jje woidd 
not believe it ; no prescrfption on earth could ever 
Tender such iniquities legal. ‘ But the decisions are 
against you, and Lord Mansfield, now Chief Justice 
of England, leans to the decisions.’ Shaiqje in- 
stantly sat down and gave himself to the study of 
English law for more than two years, until he had 
proved tliat the opinions relied on, of Talbot and 
Yorke, were incompatible w'ith the former English 
decisions and with the whole spirit of Euglisli law. 
He published his book in 1769, and he so filled the 
heads and hearts of his advocates that when he 
brought the case of George Somerset, another slave> 
before Lord Mansfield, the slavish decisions were 
set aside, and equity afiiraicd. There is a sparkle 
of God’s *i’ighteousness in Lord Mansfield’s judg- 
ment, which does tlie heart good. Very unwilling 
had that great lawj'cr been to reverse the late de- 
cisions i he suggested twice from the bench, in the 
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course of the trial, how the question might he got 
rid of : but the hint was not token ; tlie case was 
adjourned again and again, and judgment delayetl. 
At last judgment was demmuled, and on the 22d 
Jime, 1772, Lord Mansfield is reported to luive de> 
cided in these words ; — 

** Immemorial usage preserves the memory of 
positive ImVf long after all tiaees of the occasion, 
reason, autliority and time of its introduction, are 
lost ; and in a case so oilious as the condij^ion of 
slavCvS, must be token striftly ; (tracing tire subject 
to natural principles, the claim of slavery nj^vci 
43an be supi>orted.) The power claimed by this 
returir never was in ase here. We cannot say the 
cause set forth by this icturn is allowed or approved 
of by the laws of this kingdom ; and therefore the 
man must be discharged.” 

Tliis decision established the principle that the 
•“air of England is too pure for any slave to 
breathe.” but the wrongs in the islands were not 
thereby touched. Public attention, however, was 
drauir that way, and the methods of the stealing 
and the transportation from Afric.'i Irccame troised 
abroad. The Quakers got the story. In their 
plain meeting-houses and prim dwelling this dis- 
mal notation got entrance. They were rich : they 
owned, for debt or by inheritance, island propi 
erty; they were religious, tcndcr-hcai'ted men and 
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women ; and they had to hear the news and di- 
gest it as they could. Six Quakers met in Lon- 
don on the 6th July, 1783, — William Dillwyn, 
Samuel Hoar, George Harrison, Thomas Knowles, 
John Lloyd, Joscpli Woods, “ to consider what step 
they should take for the relief and liberation of the 
negro slaves in the West Indies, and for the discour- 
agement of the slave-trade on the coast of Africa.” 
They made friends and raised money for tlie slave ; 
they yiterested their Yearly Meeting ; and all Eng- 
lish and all American Quakers. John Woolman 
tif Jfew Jersey, whilst yet an apprentice, was un- 
easy in his mind when he was set to write a bill of 
sale of a negro, for his master. He gave his testi- 
mony against the traffic, in Maryland and Virginia. 
Thomas Clarkson was a youth at Cambridge, Eng- 
land, when the subject given out for a Latin prize 
dissertation w'as, “Is it right to make slaves of 
othei’S against their will? ” He wrote an essay, and 
won the prize ; but he wrote too w'ell for his own 
peace ; he began to ask himself if these things 
could be true ; and if they were, he could no longer 
rest. He left Cambridge ; he fell in w’ith the six 
Quakers. They engaged him to act for them. He 
himself fhterested Mr. Wilberforee in the matter. 
The shipmasters in that trade w'cre the greatest 
miscreants, and guilty of every barbarity to their 
own crews. Clarkson went to Bristol, made him- 
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sdf acquainted with the interior of the slave-ships 
and the details of the trade. The facts confirmed 
his sentiment, “ that Providence had never made 
that to be Avise which was immoml, and that the 
slave-trade was as impolitic as it was unjust ; 
that it was found peculiarly fatal to those employed 
in it. More seamen died in that trade in one year 
than in the whole remaining trade of the coxmtry 
in two. Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox were drawn into 
the generous euterjirise. In 1788, the IlQuse of 
Commons voted Parliamentary inquiry. In 1791, 
a bill to abolish the trade was brought in by Wih 
berforce, and supported by him and by Fox and 
Burke and Pitt, with the utmost ability and faith- 
fulness ; resisted by the planters and the Avhole 
West Indian interest, and lost. During the next 
sixteen years, ten times, year after year, the attempt 
was renewed by Mr. Wilberforce, and ten times 
defeated by the planters. The king, and all the 
royal family but one, were against it. These de- 
bates are instructive, as they show on what grounds 
the trade was assailed and defended. Everything 
generous, wise, and sprightly is sure to come to the 
attack. On the other part are found cold prudence, 
barefaced selfishness and silent votes. But the na- 
tion was aroused to enthusiasm. Every horrid 
fact became known. In 1791, three hundred thou- • 
sand persons in Britain pledged themselves to ab- 
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stain from all ai-ticles of island produce. The plant- 
ers were obliged to give way ; and in 1807, on 
the 25th March, the bill passed, and the slave-trade 
was abolished. 

The assailants of slavery had early agreed to 
limit their political action on this subject to the 
abolition of the trade, but Granville Sharpe, as a 
matter of conscience, whilst he acted as chairman 
of the London Committee, felt constrained to record 
his protest against the limitation, declaring that 
slavery was as nmciv a crime against the Divine 
la^Vj as the slave-trade. The trade, under false 
dags, went on as before. In 1821, according to 
official documents presented to the American gov- 
ernment by tlic Colonization Society, 200,000 slaves 
were deported from Africa. Nearly 30,000 were 
landed in the port of Havana alone. In consequence 
of the dangers of the trade g^owmg out of the act 
of abolition, ships were built sharp for swiftness, 
and with a frightful disregjard of the comfort of the 
victims they were destined to transport. They car- 
ried five, six, even seven hundred stowed in a ship 
built so narrow as to be unsafe, being made just 
broad eqpugh on the beam to keep the sea. In at- 
tempting to make its escape from the pursuit of a 
man-of-wai’, one shij) flung five hundred slaves alive 
into the sea. These facts went into Parliament. 
In the islands was an ominous state of cruel and 
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licentioas sxiciety; every house had a dungeon at* 
tached to it ; every slave was worked by the whip. 
There is no end to the tragic anecdotes in the mu- 
nicipal records of the colonies. The boy was set to 
ship and to flog his own mother to blood, for a 
small offence. Looking in the face of his master 
by the negi'o was held to be violence by the island 
courts. He was worked sixteen hours, and his ra- 
tion by law, in some islands, was a pint of flour 
and one salt herring a day. lie suffered liisidt, 
stripes, mutilation, at the humor of the mastery 
iron collars were riveted on their necks witli u'on 
prongs ten inches long; capsicum pepper was 
rubbed in the eyes of the females ; and they were 
done to death with the most shocking levity between 
the master and manager, without fine or inquiry. 
And when,, at last, some Quakers, Moravians, and 
"Wesleyan and Baptist missionaries, following in 
the steps of Cai’ey and Ward in the East Indies, 
had been moved to come and cheer the poor victim 
with the hope of some reparation, in a future world, 
of the wrongs he suffered in this, these missionaries 
were persecuted by the planters, their lives threat- 
ened, their chapels burned, and the, negroes 
furiously forbidden to go near them. These out- 
rages rekindled the flame of Biltish indignation. 
Petitions poured into Parliament : a million jjer- 
sons signed their names to these ; and in 1833, on 
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the 14th May, Lord Stanley, minister of the col< 
onies, introduced into the House of Commons his 
hill for the Emancipation. 

The scheme of the minister, with such modifica> 
tion as it received in the legislature, proposed grad- 
ual emancipation; that, on 1st August, 1834, all 
persons now slaves should be entitled to be regis> 
tered as apprenticed laborei’s, and to acquire 
thereby all the rights and privileges of freemen, 
subject to the restriction of laboring under certain 
conditions. These conditions were, that the prae- 
diat^ should owe three foimths of the profits of their 
labor to their masters for six years, and the non- 
praedials for four years. The other fouith of the 
apprentice’s time was to be his own, which he 
might sell to his master, or to other persons ; and 
at the end of the term of years fixed, he shoidd be 
free. 

With these provisions and conditions, the bill 
proceeds, in the twelfth section, in the follomng 
terns : “ Be it enacted, that all and every person 
who, on the 1st August, 1834, shall be holden in 
slavery within any such British colony as aforesaid, 
shall upon and from and after the said 1st August, 
become and be to all intents and purjwses free, and 
discharged of and from all manner of slavery, and 
shall be absolutely and forever manumitted; and 
that the children thereafter bo^’n to any such pei> 
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sonS) and the offspring of such children, shall, in 
like manner, be free, from their birth; and that 
from and after the 1st Ang^t, 1834, slavery shall 
be and is hereby utterly and forever abolished and 
declared unlawful throughout the British colonics, 
plantations, and possessions abroad.” 

The ministers, having estimated the slave pro> 
ducts of the colonies in annual exjmrts of sugar, rum 
and coffee, at j£l,500,000 per annum, estimated 
the total value of the slave-property at 30,Q00,000 
pounds sterling, and projwsed to give the planters, 
as a compensation for so much of the slaves’.^tim'b 
as the act took from them, 20,000,000 pounds ster- 
ling, to be divided into nineteen shares for the nine- 
teen colonies, and to be distributed to the owners 
■of slaves by commissioners, whose appointment and 
duties w'ere regulated by the Act. After much de- 
bate, the bill passed by large majorities. The ap- 
prenticeship system is understood to have proceeded 
from Lord Brougham, and was by him urged on 
his colleagues, who, it is said, were inclined to tlie 
policy of immediate emancipation. 

The colonial legislatures received the act of Par- 
limnent with various degrees of displeasure, and, 
of course, every provision of the bill was criticised 
with severity. The new relation between the mas- 
ter and the apprentice, it was feared, would be mis- 
chievous ; for the bill required the appointment of 
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magistrates who should hear every complaint o£ 
the apprentice and see that justice was done him. 
It was feared that the interest of the master and 
servant would now produce perpetual discord be- 
tween them. In the island of Antigua, containing 
37,000 people, 30,000 being negroes, these objec- 
tions had such weight, that the legislature rejected 
the apprenticeship system, and adopted absolute 
emancipation. In the other islands the system of 
the mii»stry was accepted. 

The reception of it by the negi’o population was 
cqua^in nobleness to the deed. The negi’oes w’ere 
called together by the missionaries and by the plant- 
ers, and the news explained to them. On the 
night of the 31st July, they met everj’^where at their 
churches and chapels, and at midnight, when the 
clock struck twelve, on their knees, the silent, weep- 
ing assembly became men ; they rose and embraced 
each other ; they cried, they sung, they prayed, 
tliey were wild with joy, but tliere was no riot, no 
feasting. 1 have never read anything in history 
more touching than the moderation of the negroes. 
Some American captains left the shore and put to 
sea, antici^atiug insurrection and general mtirder. 
With far different thoughts, the negroes spent the 
hour in their huts and cha]^>els. I will not repeat 
to you the well-known paragraph, in which Messrs. 
Thome and Kimball, the commissioners sent out in 

voii. 10 
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the year 1837 by the American Anti-slavery Society, 
describe the occurrences of that night in the island 
of Antigua. It has been quoted in every news- 
paper, and Dr. Channing has given it additional 
fame. But I must be indulged in quoting a few 
sentences from the pages that follow it, narrating 
the behavior of the emancipated people on the 
next day.^ 

The first of August came on Fi-iday, and a 
release was proclaimed from all work until the next 
Monday. The day was chiefly spent by the great 
mass of the negroes in the churches and chapels. 
The clergy and missionaries throughout the island 
were actively engaged, seizing the opportunity to 
enlighten the jieople on all the duties and responsi- 
bilities of their new' relation, and urging them to 
the attainment of that higher liberty with which 
Christ maketh his children free. In every quarter, 
we wtsro assured, the day was like a Sabbath. 
Ii\' ork had ceased. The hum of business was still ; 
tranqiuUity pervaded the towns uuJ oountry. The 
planters informed us, that they went to the chapels 
where their ow'n people were assembled, gi’cetcd 
them, shook hands with them, and exchanged the 

* Emancipation in the West Indies; A Six Months’ Tour 
in Antigua, Barhadoes, and Jamaica, in the gear 1837. By 
J. A. Thome aud J. II. Kimball. New York, 1838. Pp. 
146, 147. 
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most hearty good wishes. At Grace Hill, there 
were at least a thousand persons around the Mora- 
vian Chapel who could not get in. For once the 
house of God suffered violence, and the violent 
took it by force. At Grace Bay, the people, all 
dressed in white, formed a procession, and walked 
arm in arm into the cliapel. We were told that 
tlie dress of the negroes on that occasion was un- 
commonly simple and modest. There was not the 
least disposition to gayety. Throughout the island, 
there was not a single daifce known of, either day 
or night, nor so much as a fiddle played.” 

On the next Monday morning, with very few ex- 
ceptions, every negro on every plantation was in 
the field at his work. In some places, they waited 
to sec their master, to know wliat bargam he would 
make ; but, for the most jiart, throughout the isl- 
ands, nothing painful occurred. In June, 1835, 
the ministers. Lord Aberdeen and Sir George Grey, 
declared to the Parliament that the system w'orked 
well ; that now for ten months, from 1st August, 
1834, no injury or violence had been offered to any 
white, and only one black had been hurt in 800,000 
negroes : and, contrary to many sinister predictions, 
tliat the new ci’op of island produce would not fall 
short of that of the last year. 

But the habit of oppression was not destroyed 
by a law and a day of jubilee. It soon appeared 
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in all the islands tliat the planters were disposed to 
use their old privileges, and overwork the appren- 
tices ; to take from them, under various pretences, 
their fourth part of their time ; and to exert tlie 
same licentious despotism as before. The negroes 
complained to the magistrates and to the gov- 
ernor. In the island of Jamaica, this ill blood con- 
tinually grew worse. The governors, Lord Bel- 
more, the Earl of Sligo, and afterwards Sir Lionel 
Smitli (a governor of their own class, who had been 
sent out to gratify the planl^ers,) threw themselves 
on the side of the oppi'essed, and were at constant 
quarrel with the angry and bilious island legisla- 
ture. Nothing can exceed the ill humor and sulk- 
iness of the addresses of this assembly, 

I may here express a genei’al remark, which tho 
history of slavery seems to justify, that it is not 
founded solely on the avarice of the planter. Wo 
sometimes say, the planter does not want slaves, 
he only w'ants the immunities and the luxuries 
which the slaves yield liim ; give him money, ^vo 
him a machine that will yield him as much money 
as the slaves, and he will thankfully let them go. 
He has no love of slavery, he w'ants luxury, and ho 
will pay even this price of crimes and danger for it. 
But I think experience does not warrant this favor- 
able distinction, but shows the existence, beside tho 
covetousness, of fl. bitterer element, the love of 
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power, the voluptuousness of holding a human be* 
ing in his absolute control. We sometimes observe 
that spoiled children contract a habit of annoying 
quite wantonly tliosc who have charge of them, and 
seem to measure their own sense of well-being, not 
by what they do, but by the degree of reaction they 
can cause. It is vain to get rid of them by not 
minding tliem ; if purring and humming is not no- 
ticed, they scpieal and screech ; then if you chide 
and coMsole them, they find the experiment suc- 
ceeds, and they begin .again. The child will sit in 
your«arms contented, provided you do nothing. If 
you take a book and read, he commences hostile 
operations. The planter is the spoiled child of his 
unnatural habits, and has contracted in his indolent 
and luxurious climate the need of excitement by 
irritating and tormenting his slave. 

Sir Lionel Smith defended the poor negro girls, 
prey to the licentiousness of the planters ; they 
shall not be whipped with tamarind rods if they do 
not comply with their master’s will ; he defended 
the negro women ; they should not be made to dig 
the cane-holes, (which is the very hardest of the 
field-work p he 'defended the Baptist preachers and 
the stipendiaiy magistrates, who are the negroes’ 
friends, from the power of the planter. The power 
of the planters however, to oppicss, was greater 
than tiie power of the apprentice and of his guard* 
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ians to withstand. Lord Brougham and Mr. Biuc> 
ton declared that the planter had not fulfilled hi» 
pai*t ill the contract, wlnlst the apprentices had ful- 
filled theirs ; and demanded that the emancipation' 
should be hastened, and the apprenticeship abol- 
ished. Parliament was compelled to jiass additional 
laws for the defence and security of the negro, and 
in ill humor at these acts, the great island of Jsi- 
maica, with a poinilation of half a million, and 
300,000 negroes, early in 1838, resolved to (iirow up 
the two remaining years of apprentieeship, and to 
emancipate absolutely on the 1st August, 1838. In 
British Guiana, in Dominica, the same resolution 
had been earlier taken with more good will ; and 
the other islands fell into the measure ; so that on 
the 1st August, 1838, the shacldes dropped from 
every British slave. The accounts which we have 
from all parties, both from the planters (and those 
too w'ho were originally most opposed to the meas- 
m’e), and from the new freemen, are of the most 
satisfactory kind. The manner in which the new 
festival was celebrated, brings tears to the eyes. 
The First of August, 1838, was observed in Ja- 
maica as a day of thanksgiving and pyaycr. Sir 
Lionel Smith, the governor, writes to the British 
Ministry, “ It is impossible for me to do justice to 
the good order, decorum and gratitude which the 
whole laboring population manifested on that happy 
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occasion. Though joy Ijcamed on every counte- 
nance, it was throughout tempered with solemn 
thankfulness to God, and the chui'chcs and chapels 
were everywhere filled with these happy people in 
humble offering of praise.” 

The Queen, in her speech to the Lords and Com- 
mons, praised the conduct of the emancipated pop- 
ulation ; and in 1840 Sir Charles Metcalfe, the 
new governor of Jamaica, in his address to the 
Asscmldy cxijressed himself to tliat late exasper- 
ated body in these terms*: “ All those who are ac- 
quainted with the state of the island know that our 
emancipated population are as free, as independent 
in their conduct, as well-conditioned, as much in the 
enjoyment of abundance, and as strongly sensible 
of the bliissings of liberty, as any that we know of 
in any country. jVU distpialifications and distinc- 
tions of color have ceased ; men of all colors have 
equal rights in law, and an equal footing in society, 
and every man’s position is settled by the same cir- 
cumstances which regulate that point in other free 
countries, where no difference of color exists. It 
may be assorted, without fear of denial, that the 
former slaves of Jamaica are now as secure in all 
social rights, as freeborn Britons.” He further 
describes the erection of numerous churches, chap- 
els and schools which the new population required, 
and adds that more are still demanded. The legia- 
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lature, m their reply, echo the governor’s statement, 
and say, “The peaceful demeanor of the emauci- 
X^ated population redounds to their o\rn credit, and 
affords a pi’oof of their continued comfort and pros- 
l>erity.” 

1 said, tills event is signal in the history of civil- 
ization. There are many styles of civilization, and 
not one only. Ours is full of barbarities. There 
arc many faculties in man, each of which takes its 
turn of activity, and that faculty which i« x’^^^ 
mount in an}' iieriod and exerts itself through the 
strongest nation, determines the civility of«.that* 
age ; and each age thinks its own the perfection of 
reason. Our culture is very cheap and intelligible. 
Unroof any house, and you .shall find it. The well- 
being consists in having a sufficiency of coffee and 
toast, with a daily new.spaper ; a well glazed iiar- 
lor, with marbles, mirrors and centre-table ; and 
the excitement of a few paitiies and a few rides in 
a year. Such as one house, such are all. The 
owner of a New York manor imitates the mansion 
and equipage of the London nobleman ; the Bos- 
ton merchant rivals his brother of New York; 
and the villages copy Boston. There have been 
nations elevated by great sentiments. Such was 
the civility of Sparta and the Dorian race, whilst 
it was defective in some of the chief elements of 
ours. That of Athens, again, lay in an intellect 
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dedicated to beauty. That of Asia Minor in po* 
etry, music and arts ; that of Palestine in piety ; 
that of Borne in military arts and virtues, exalted 
by a prodigious magnanimity ; that of China and 
Japan in the last exaggemtion of decorum and 
etiquette. Our civility, England determines the 
style of, inasmuch as England is the strongest of 
the family of existing nations, and as \\q are the 
expansion of that people. It is that of a trading 
nation it is a shopkeeping civility. The English 
lord is a retired shopkeeper, and has the ])rejudices 
and timidities of that profession. And we are 
shopkeepers, and have acquired the vices and vii-- 
tues that belong to trade. "We peddle, we truck, 
we sail, we row, we ride in cars, we creep in teams, 
we go in canals, — to market, and for the sale of 
goods. The national aim and employment streams 
into our ways of thinking, our laws, our habits and 
our manners. The customer is the immediate jewel 
of our souls. Him we flatter, him we feast, com- 
pliment, vote for, and will not contradict. It was, 
or it seemed the dictate of trade, to keep the negro 
down. We had found a race who were less war- 
like, and less energetic shopkeepers than we ; who 
had very little skill in trade. We found it vexy 
convenient to keep them at work, since, by the aid 
of a little whipping, we could get their work for 
nothing but their board and the cost of whips. 
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"What if it cost a few unpleasant scenes on the 
coast of Africa ? That was a gi-eat way off ; ami 
tlie scenes eonhl be eiuluretl by some stiuxly, un- 
serui>ulous fellows, who eonhl go, for high wages, 
anti bring us the men, ami need not trouble our 
ears with the disagreeable particulars. If any 
mention was made of homicide, madness, adultery, 
and intolerable tortures, we wouhl let the church- 
bells ring louder, the ehureh-organ swell its peal 
and drown the hideous sound. The sugar they 
raised was excellent: nobody tasted blood in it. 
The coffee was fragrant ; the tobacco was iiyicuse; 
the brandy made nations happy ; the cotton clothed 
the world. "What! all raised by these men, and 
no wages? Excellent I What' a convenience! 
They seemed created by Providence to bear tluj 
heat and the whipping, and make these fine ar- 
ticles. 

But imhappily, most unhappily, gentlemen, man 
is born with intellect, as well as with a love of 
sugar ; and with a sense of justice, as well as a 
taste for strong drink. These I’ipened, as well as 
those. You could not educate him, you coidd not 
get any poetry, any wisdom, any beauty in woman, 
any strong and commanding character in man, but 
these absurdities would still come flashing out, — 
these absurdities of a demand for justice, a. generos- 
ity for the weak ^d oppressed. Unhappily too for 
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the planter, the laws of nature are in harmony with 
each other : that which the head and the heart de- 
mand, is found to be, in tlie long run, for what the 
grossest calculator cjills his fulvantage. The moral 
sense is always supijorted by the permanent interest 
of the parties. Else, I know not how, in our world, 
any good would ever get done. It was shown to 
the planters that they, as well as the negi'oes, were 
.slaves ; that though they paid no wages, they got 
very i»oor work ; that their estates were ruining^ 
them, under the finest* climate ; and that they 
neetl«d the severest monopoly laws at home to keep 
them from bankiniptcy. The oppression of the 
slave recoiled on them. They were full of vices ; 
their children were lumps of pride, sloth, sensuality 
and rottenness. The position of woman was nearly 
as bad as it could be ; and, like other robbers, they 
could not sleep in security. Many planters have 
said, since the emancipation, that, before that day, 
they were the greatest slaves on the estates. Slav- 
ery is no scholar, no improver ; it does not love tlie 
whistle of the railroad ; it does not love the news- 
paper, the mailbag, a college, a book or a preacher 
who has tlie absurd whim of saying what he thinks 
it does not inciease the white population ; it does- 
not improve the soil ; everytliing goes to decay. 
For these reasons the islands proved bad customers 
to England. It was very easy^ for manufacturers 
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less shrewd than those of Biruiiugham and Man> 
Chester to see that if the state of things in the isl- 
ands was altered, if the slav'es liad wages, the slaves 
would be clothed, would build houses, would fill 
them with tools, with pottery, with crockery, witli 
hardware ; and negro w'omen love fine clothes as 
well as white women. In every naked negro of 
those thousands, they saw a future customer. Mean- 
time, they saw fiuther that the slave-trade, by keep- 
ing in barbarism the whole coast of easterns Af idea, 
deprives them of countries and nations of custom- 
ers, if once freedom and civility and Euoepcan 
manners could get a foothold there. But the trade 
could not be abolished whilst this hungry West 
Indian market, with an appetite like the grave, 
cried, “ More, more, bring me a hundred a day ; ” 
they could not expect any mitigation in the mad- 
ness of the poor African wat^hiefs. These consid- 
erations opened the eyes of the dullest in Britain. 
More than this, the West Indian estate was owned 
or mortgaged in England, and the owner and the 
mortgagee had very plain intimations that the feel- 
ing of English liberty was gaining every hour new 
mass and velocity, and the hostility to such as re- 
sisted it would be fatal. The House of Commons 
would destroy the protection of island produce, and 
interfere in English politics in the island legislar 
tion : so they has^ned to make the best of their 
position, and accepted the bilL 
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These considerations, I doubt not, had their 
weight; the interest of trade, the interest of the 
revenue, and, moreover, the good fame of the ac- 
tion. It was inevitable that men should feel these 
motives. But they do not appear to have had ^ 
excessive or unreasonable weight. On reviewing 
this histoiy, I think the whole transaction reflects 
infinite honor on the people and parliament of Eng- 
land. It was a stately spectacle, to see the cause 
of human rights argued with so much patience and 
generosity and with such* a mass of evidence be- 
fore that powerful people. It is a creditable inci- 
dent in the history that when, in 1789, the first 
privy-council report of evidence on the trade (a 
bulky folio embodying all the facts which the Lon- 
don Committee had been engaged for years in col- 
lecting, and all the examinations before the coim- 
cil) was presented to the House of Commons, a late 
day being named for the discussion, in order to give 
members time, — Mr. Wilberforee, Mr. Pitt, the 
prime minister, and other gentlemen, took advan- 
tage of the postponement to retire into the country 
to read the report. For months and years the bill 
was debated, w'ith some consciousness of the extent 
of its relations, by the first citizens of England, 
the foremost men of the eartli ; every argument was 
weighed, every particle of evidence was sifted and 
laid in the scale ; and, at last, the right triumphed. 
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the poor man was vintlicatcil, and the oppressor was 
Himg out. I know that England luis the advantage 
of trying the question at a wide distance fiom the 
spot wliere the nuisance exists : the planters are not, 
excepting in rare examples, members of the legisla- 
ture. The extent of the empire, and the inagnitude 
and number of other questions crowding into court, 
keep this one in balance, and prevent it from ol> 
taining that ascendency, and being urged witli that 
intemperance which a question of property ^nds to 
acquire. There are cauSes in the comjMJsition of 
the British legislature, and the relation of it^lead-* 
ers to the country and to fiurope, which exclude 
much that is pitiful and injurious in other legishi- 
tive assemblies. From these I’casons, the question 
was discussed with a rare independence and mag- 
nanimity. It was not narrowed down to a paltry 
electioneering trap ; and, I must say, a delight in 
justice, an honest tenderness for the poor negro, 
for man suffering tliese wrongs, combined with the 
national jiride, which refused to give the support of 
English soil or the 2)rotection of the English flag 
to these disgusting violations of nature. 

Forgive me, fellow-citizens, if I own to you, that 
in the last few days that my attention lias been oc- 
cupied with this history, I have not been able to 
read a jiage of it without the most jiainful com- 
parisons. Whilst I have read of Enghind, I have 
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thought of New England. Whilst I have medi- 
tated in my solitary walks on the magnanimity of 
the English Bench and Senate, reaching out the 
benefit of the law to the most helidess citizen in her 
world-wide realm, I have found myself oppressed 
by other thoughts. As I have walked in the pas- 
tures and along tlie edge of woods, I could not keep 
my imagination on those agi’eeable figures, for other 
images that intruded on me. I could not see the 
great vision of the patriots and senators who have 
adopted the slave’s cause : — tliey turned their 
backs s>n me. No : I see other pietm'es, — of mean 
juen ; I see vci*y poor, very ill-clothed, veiy igno- 
rant men, not surrounded by happy friends, — to 
be jdain, — jjoor black men of obscure employment 
as mariners, cooks, or stewards, in ships, yet citi- 
zens of this our Commonwealth of Massachusetts, — 
freeborn as we, — whom tlie slave-law's of the States 
of South Carolina, Georgia and Louisiana have ar- 
I'ested in' the vessels in which they visited those 
ports, and shut up in jails so long as the vessel re- 
mained in port, w'ith the stringent addition, that if 
the shipmaster fails to pay the costs of this official 
arrest and the board in jail, these citizens are to be 
sold for slaves, to pay that expense. Tins man, 
these men, I see, and no law to save them. Eellow'- 
eitizens, this crime will not be hushed up any longer, 
l.have learned tliat a citizen of Nantucket, walking 
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in New Orleans, £6tmd a freeborn citizen of Nan- 
tucket, a man, too, of gi'eat personal worth, and, aa 
it happened, very dear to him, as having saved his 
own life, working chained in tlie streets of that 
cit}', kidnapped by such a process as this. In tho 
sleep of the laws, the private interference of two 
exceUeni; citizens of Boston lias, I have asceitained, 
rescued several iiatives of this State from these 
Southern prisons. Gentlemen, I thought tlie deck 
of a Massachusetts ship was as much the territory 
of Massachusetts as the' floor on which we stand. 
It should be as sacred as the temple of God. The 
poorest fishing smack that floats under the shadow 
of an iceberg in the Northern seas, or limits the 
whale in the Southeni ocean, should be encompassed 
by her laws wdtli comfort and protection, as much 
as within the arms of Cape Ann and Cape Cod. 
And this kidnaiiping is suffei'ed withui our own 
land and federation, whilst the fourth article of the 
Constitution of the United States ordains in terms, 
that, “ The citizens of each State shall be entitled, 
to all privileges and immunities of citizens in the 
sevei'al States. ” If such a damnable outrage can 

be committed on the person of a citizen with inipu- 

» 

nity, let the Governor break the broad seal of tlie 
State ; he bears the sword in vain. The Governor 
of Massachusetts is a trifler; the State-house in 
Boston is a play-house ; the General Court is a dis- 
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honored body, if they make laws wliich they can- 
not execute. The great-hearted Puritans have left 
no posterity. The rich men may walk in State 
Street, but they walk without honor ; and the farm- 
ers may brag their democracy in the covmtry, but 
they are disgraced men. If the State lias no power 
to defend its own })eople in its own shipping, be- 
cause it has delegated that power to the Federal 
(iQverument, lias it no rejiresentation in the Federal 
Governjpent? Are those men dumb? I am no 
lawj^er, and cannot indicafe the foi'ins apjilieable to 
the cage, but here is something which transcends all 
forms. Let the senators and I’epresentatives of the 
State, containing a population of a million freemen, 
go ill a body befere the Congress and say that they 
have a demand to make on them, so imperative 
that all functions of government must stop until it 
is satisfied. If ordinary legislation cannot reach it, 
then extraordinary must be applied. The Congress 
should instruct the President to send to those ports 
of Charleston, Savannah and New Orleans such 
orders and such force as should release, forthwith, 
all such citizens of Massachusetts as were holden in 
prison without the allegation of any crime, and 
should set on foot the strictest inquisition to dis- 
cover where such jiersons, brought into slavery by 
these local laws at any time heretofore, may now be. 
That first ; — and then, let order be taken to indem-' 

VOI,. XI. 11 
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nify all such as hare been iiicarceratccl. As for 
dangers to the Union, from such demands ! — the 
Union is already at an end when the fu*st citizen of 
Massachusetts is thus outraged. Is it an union and 
covenant in which the State of Massachusetts agi'ees 
to be imprisoned, and the State of Carolina to im- 
prison ? Gentlemen, I am loath to say harsh things, 
and perhaps I know too little of politics for the 
smallest weight to attach to any censure of mine, — 
but I am at a loss how to characterize the tameness 
and silence of the two senators and the ten repre- 
sentatives of the State at Washington. To what 
purpose have we clothed each of those representa- 
tives with the power of seventy thousand peraons, 
and each senator ■with near half a million, if they 
are to sit dumb at their desks and see their constit- 
uents caijtured and sold ; — perhaps to gentlemen 
sitting by them in the hall ? There is a scandalous 
rumor that has been swelling louder of late years, 
— perhaps it is wholly false, — that members are 
bullied into silence by Southern gentlemen. It is 
so easy to omit to speak, or even to be absent when 
delicate things are to be handled. I may as well 
say what all men feel, tliat whilst our very amiable 
and very innocent representatives and senators at 
'Washington are accomplished lawyers and mer- 
chants, and very eloquent at dinners and at cau- 
cuses, there is a (lisastrous want of men from New 
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England. I would gladly make exceptions, and 
you will not suffer me to forget one eloquent old 
man, in whose veins the blood of Massachusetts 
rolls, and who singly has defended the freedom of 
speech, and the rights of the free, against the- usur- 
pation of the slave-holder. But the reader of Con- 
gressional debates, in New England, is pei-plexed 
to see with what admirable sweetness and patience 
the majoi'ity of the free States are schooled and 
ridden by the minority of slave-holders. What if 
we should send thither representatives who were a 
particle less amiable and less innocent ? I entreat 
you, sirs, let not this stain attach, let not this mis- 
ery accumulate any longer. If the managers of 
our political parties are too prudent and too cold ; 
— if, most unhappily, the ambitious class of young 
men and political men have foiuid out that these 
neglected victims 01x5 poor and without weight ; that 
they have no graceful hospitalities to offer ; no val- 
uable business to throw into any man’s hands, no 
strong vote to cast at the elections ; and therefore 
may with impunity be left in their chains or to the 
chance of chains, — then let the citizens in their 
primary capacity take up their cause on tliis very 
ground, and say to the government of the State, 
and of the Union, that goverimient exists to de- 
fend the weak and the poor and the injured party ; 
the rich and tlie strong can better take care of 
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themselves. And as an omen and assurance of 
success, I point you to the bi’ight example which 
England set you, on this day, ten years ago. 

There are other comparisons and other impera- 
tive duties which come sadly to mind, — but I do 
not wish to darken the hours of this day by crim- 
ination ; I turn gladly to the rightful theme, to the 
bright aspects of the occasion. 

This event was a moral revolution. Tlie history 
of it is before you. Here was no prodigjvno fabu- 
lous hero, no Trojan h6i*se, no bloody war, but all 
was achieved by plain means of plain mep, woi’k- 
ing not under a leader, but under a sentiment. 
Other revolutions have been the insurrection of the 
oppressed ; this was the repentance of the tyrant. 
It was the masters revolting from their mastery. 
The slave-holder said, I will not hold slaves. The 
end was noble and the means were pure. Hence 
the elevation and pathos of this chapter of history. 
The lives of the advocates are pages of greatness, 
and the connection of the eminent senators with this 
question constitutes the immortalizing moments of 
those men’s lives. The bare enunciation of the 
theses at which the lawyers and legislators arrived, 
gives a glow to the heart of the reader. Liord 
Chancellor Northington is the author of the famous 
sentence, “ As soon as any man puts his foot on 
English ground, he becomes free.” “ I was a slave,” 
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said the counsel of Soraci'set, speaking for his client, 
“for I was in America: I am now in a coimtry 
where the common rights of mankind are known 
and rcgai’ded.” Granville Shai‘2)e filled the ear of 
the judges with the sound principles that had from 
time to time been affirmed by the legal authorities : 
“ Derived power* cannot be superior to the power 
from which it is derived : ” “ The reasonableness 

of the law is the soul of the law : ” “ It is better to 
suffer eiwry evil, than to consent to any/’ Out it 
would come, the God’s truth, out it came, like a 
bolt from a cloud, for all the mumbling of the law- 
yers. One feels very sensibly in all this history 
that a great heart and soul are behind there, supe- 
rior to any man, and making use of each, in turn, 
and infinitely attractive to every person according 
to the degree of reason in his own mind, so that 
this cause has had the power to draw to it every 
particle of talent and of worth in Dnglaud, from 
the beginning. All tlie great geniuses of the Brit- 
ish senate, Fox, Pitt, Burke, Grenville, Sheridan, 
Grey, Canning, ranged themselves on its side ; the 
poet Cowper wrote for it : Franklin, Jefferson, 
AVashington, in this country, all recorded theu* 
votes. All men remember tlie subtlety and tlie 
fire of indignation which the “Edinbiu’gh Review” 
contributed to the cause ; and every liberal mind, 
poet, preacher, moralist, statesmay, has had the foi^- 
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time to appear somewhere for this cause. On tlie 
other part, appeared the reign of pounds and shil- 
lings, and all manner of rage and stupidity ; a re- 
sistance which di’ew from Mr. Huddlcstone in Par- 
liament the observation, “That a curse attended 
this trade even in the mode of defending it. By a 
certain fatality, none hut the vilest arguments were 
brought forward, •which corrupted the very persons 
who used them. Eveiy one of these w'as built on 
the narrow gix>und of interest, of pecuniary profit, 
of sordid gain, in opposkion to every motive that^ 
had reference to humanity, justice, and religion, 
or to that great principle which comprehended them 
all.” This moral force perpetually reinforces and 
dignifies the friends of this cause. It gave tliat 
tenacity to their point which has insured ultimate 
ti'iumph ; and it gave that superiority in reason, in 
imagery, in eloquence, which makes in all countries 
anti-slavery meetings so attractive to the people, 
and has made it a proverb in Massachusetts, that 
“ eloquence is dog-cheap at the anti-slavery chapel.” 

I will say further that we are indebted mainly to 
this movement and to the continuers of it, for the 
popular discussion of every point of p^tical eth- 
ics, and a reference of every question to the abso- 
lute standard. It is notorious that the political, 
religious and social schemes, with wrhich the minds 
of men are now ipost occupied, have been matm'ed. 
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or at least bioached, in the free and daring discus- 
sions of these assemblies. Men have become aware, 
through the emancipation and kindred events, of 
the presence of powers which, in tlieir days of dark- 
ness, they had overlooked. Virtuous men will not 
ag'ain rely on political agents. They have found 
out the deleterious effect of political association. 
Up to this day wc have allowed to statesmen a par- 
amount social standing, and we bow low to them as 
to the ^'cat. We cannot extend this deference 
to them any longer. Thfe secret c-annot be kept, 
that the seats of power are filled by underlings, ig- 
norant, timid’ and selfish to a degree to destroy all 
claim, excepting that on compassion, to the society 
of the just and generous. What happened notori- 
ously to an American ambassador in England, that 
he foimd himself compelled to palter and to dis- 
guise the fact that he was a slave-breeder, happens 
to men of state. Their vocation is a presumption 
against them among well-meaning people. The 
superstition resi>ecting power and office is going to 
the ground. The stream of human affairs flows its 
own way, and is very little affected bj’’ the activity 
of legislators. What great masses of men wish 
•done, will be done; and they do not wish it for a 
freak, but because it is their state and natural end., 
There are now oilier energies than force, other 
than political, which no man in future can allow 
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liimself to disregard. Tliere is direct conversation 
and influence. A man is to make himself felt by 
his proper fowe. The tendency of things runs 
•steadily to this point, namely, to put every man on 
his merits, and to give him so much power as ho 
naturally exerts, — no more, no less. Of course, 
the timid and base persons, all who are conscious 
of no worth in themselves, and who owe all their 
place to the opportunities which the old order of 
things allowed them, to deceive and defraud men, 
shudder at the change, and would fain silence every 
honest voice, and lock up every house whex*e liberty 
and innovation can be pleaded for. They would 
raise mobs, for fear is very cruel. But the strong 
and healthy yeomen and husbands of the land, the 
self<sustaining class of inventive and industrious 
men, fear no competition or superiority. Come 
what will, their faculty cannot be sjxared. 

The First of August marks the entrance of a 
new element into modern* politics, namely, the civ- 
ilization of the negro. A man is added to the hu- 
man family. Not the least affecting part of this 
history of abolition is the annihilation of the old 
indecent nonsense about the nature of the negro.. 
In the case of the ship Zong, in 1781, whose mas- 
ter had thrown one hundred and thirty-two slaves 
alive into the sea, to cheat the underwriters, tho 
first jury gave a verdict in favor of the master and: 
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owners : they had a right to do what they had 
done. Lord Mansfield is reported to have said on 
the bench, “ The matter left to the jury is, — Was 
it from necessity ? For they had no doubt, — 
though it shocks one very much, — that the ease of 
slaves was the same as if horses had been thrown 
overboard. It •is a very shocking case.” But a 
more enlightened and humane opinion began to 
prevail. Mr. Clarkson, early in his career, made a 
collection of African productions and manufactures, 
as specimens of the arts and culture of the negi’o ; 
eompi^sing cloths and loom, weapons, polished 
stones and woods, leather, glass, dyes, ornaments, 
soap, pipe-bowls and trinkets. Those he showed 
to Mr. Pitt, who saw and handled them Avith ex- 
treme interest. “ On sight of these,” says Clark- 
son, “ many sublime thoughts seemed to i-ush at 
once into his mind, some of which he expressed ; ” 
and hence appeax’ed to arise a project which was 
always dear to him, of the civilization of Africa, — 
a dream which forever elevates his fame. In 1791, 
Mr. Wilberforce announced to the House of Com- 
mons, “We have already gained one victory: we 
have obtained for these poor creatures the recogni- 
tion of their hmnau nature, which for a time was 
most shamefully denied them.” It was the sar- 
casm of Montesquieu, “ it would not do to suppose 
that negroes were men, lest it should turn out that 



170 ADDRESS. 

'whites were not ; ” for the white has, for ages, done 
wliat he coidd to keep the negro in that hoggisli 
state. His laws have been fniies. It now appears 
'that the ncgi'O race is, more tlian any other, sus- 
ceptible of rapid civilization. The emanciiiation is 
observed, in the islands, to have wrought for tho 
negro a benefit as sudden as whei\ a thermometer 
is biought out of the shade into the sun. It has 
given him eyes and ears. If, before, he was taxed 
with such stupidity, or such defective vision, that 
he could not set a table* square to the walls of an 
apartment, he is now the principal if not tljc only 
mechanic in the West Indies; and is, besides, an 
architect, a physician, a lawyer, a magistrate, an 
editor, and a valued and increasing political power. 
The recent testimonies of Sturge, of Thome and 
Ximball, of Gurney, of Philippo, are veiy explicit 
cn this point, the capacity and the success of the 
colored and the black population in employments 
of skill, of profit and of trust ; and best of all is 
the testimony to their moderation. They receive 
hints and advances from the whites that they will 
be gladly received as subscribers to the Exchange, 
as members of this or that committee of trust. 
"They hold back, and say to each other that “ so- 
cial position is not to be gained by pushing.” 

I have said that this event interests us because 
it came mainly frqm the concession of the whites ; 
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I acid, that iu part it is the earning of the blacks. 
They won the pity and respect which they have 
rC'^eived, by their jJowers and native endowments. 
I think this a circumstance of the highest import. 
Their whole future is in it. Our planet, before the 
age of w'ritten history, had its races of savages, 
like the generations of sour paste, or the animal- 
Cides that wriggle and bite in a drop of putrid 
water. Who cares for these or for their wars ? 
We domot wish a world of bugs or of birds ; nei- 
ther afterward of Scythians, Caraibs or Feejees. 
The grand style of nature, her great periods, is all 
we observe in them. Who cares for oppressing 
whites, or ojjpressed blacks, twenty centuries ago, 
more than for bad dreams? Eaters and food are 
in tlie harmony of nature ; aud there too is the 
germ forever protected, unfolding gigantic leaf 
after leaf, a newer flower, a richer fruit, in every 
period, yet its next product is never to be guessed. 
It yrill only save what is worth saving ; and it saves 
not by compassion, but by power. It appoints no 
})olice to guard the lion, but his teeth and claws ; 
no fort or city for the bird, but his wings ; no res- 
cue for flies and mites, but their spawning num- 
bers, which no ravages can overcome. It deals 
with men after the same manner. If they are rude 
and foolish, down they must go. When at last in 
a race, a new principle appeai;s, an idea, — thut 
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conserves it ; ideas only save races. If the black 
man is feeble and not important to the existing^ 
races, not on a parity with the best race, the black 
man must serve, and be exterminated. But if the 
black man carries in his bosom an indispensable 
element of a new and coming civilization ; for the 
sake of that element, no wrang, nor strength nor 
circimistance can hurt him: he will survive and 
play his jjart. So now, the arrival in the world of 
such men as Toussaint, and tlie Ilaytian heeoes, or 
of the leaders of their race in Barbadoes and Ja- 
maica, outweighs in good omen all the Bnglisli and 
American Immanity. The anti-slavery of the whole 
world is dust in the balance before this, — is a poor 
squeamislmess and nervousness : the might and the 
right are here : hero is the anti-slave : here is man : 
and if you have man, black or white is an insignifi- 
cance. The intellect, — that is miraenlous ! Whe 
has it, has the talisman : his skin and bones, though 
they were of the color of night, are transparent, 
and the everlasting stars shine through, with at- 
tractive beams. But a coiu2)assion for that wliich 
is not and cannot be useful or lovely, is degrading 
and futile. All the songs and newspapers and 
money-subscnptions and vituperation of such as do' 
not think with us, will avail nothing against a fact. 
I say to you, you must save yourself, black or 
white, man or woipan; other help is none. I es- 
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teem the occasion of this jubilee to be the proud 
discovery that the black race can contend with the 
white ; that, in the great anthem which we call his- 
tory, a piece of many parts and vast compass, after 
playing a long time a very low and subdued accom- 
paniment, they perceive the time arrived when they 
can strike in wjith effect and take a master’s part 
in the music. The civility of the world has reached 
that pitch that their more moral genius is becoming 
indispqpsable, and the quality of this race is to be 
honored for itself. For “this, they have been pre- 
served in sandy desei'ts, in rice-swamps, in kitch- 
ens and shoe-shops, so long ; now let them emerge, 
clothed and in their own form. 

There remains the very elevated consideration 
which the subject opens, but which belongs to more 
abstract views than we arc now taking, this namely, 
that the civility of no race can be perfect whilst 
auotlicr race is degraded. It is a doctrine alike of 
the oldest and of the newest philosophy, that man 
is one, and that you cannot injure any member, 
without a sympathetic injury to all the members. 
America is not civil, whilst Africa is barbarous. 

These considerations seem to leave no choice for 
the actiod of the intellect and the conscience of the 
country. There have been moments in this, as 
well as in every piece of moral history, when there 
seemed room for the infusions of a skeptical phi- 



174 


ADDRESS. 


losophy ; when it seemed doubtful whether brute 
force would not triumph in the eternal struggle. I 
doubt not that sometimes, a despairing negro, whcu 
jumping over the ship’s sides to escape from the 
white devils who suiTounded him, has believed 
there was no vindication of right ; it is horrible to 
tliink of, but it seemed soj I doubt not that some- 
times the negro’s friend, in the face of sconiful 
and brutal hundreds of traders and drivers, has 
felt his heart sink. Especiall3% it scorns, to me, 
some degree of despondency is pardonable, when 
he observes the men of conscience and of iu^llcct, 
his own natural allies and cliampions, — those 
whose attention should be nailed to the gi*and ob- 
jects of this cause, so hotly offended by whatever 
incidental j^etulances or infirmities- of indiscreet 
defenders of the negro, as to permit themselves to 
be ranged with the enemies of the human race ; 
and names which should be the alarums of libeily 
and the watchwords of truth, are mixed up with all 
the rotten rabble of selfishness and tyranny. I 
assure myself that this coldness and blindness will 
I>ass away. A single noble wind of sentiment will 
scatter them forever. I am sure that the good and 
wise ciders, the ardent and generous youth, will not 
permit what is incidental and exceptional to with- 
draw their devotion from the essential and perma- 
nent characters of the question. Tliere .have been 
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moments, I said, when men might be forgiven who 
doubted. Those moments are past. Seen in masses, 
it cannot be disputed, there is progress in human 
society. There is a blessed necessity by which the 
interest of men is always driving them to the right j 
and, again, making all crune mean and ugly. The 
genius of the ^axon race, friendly to liberty ; the 
enterprise, the very muscular vigor of this nation, 
are inconsistent with slavery. The Intellect, with 
blazing.eye, looking through history from the be- 
ginning onward, gazes ofl this blot and it disap- 
pears., The sentiment of Bight, once very low and 
indistinct, but ever more articulate, because it is tlie 
voice of the universe, pronounces Freedom. The 
Power that built this fabric of things affirms it iix 
the heart ; and in the history of the First of Au- 
gust, has made a sig^ to the ages, of his will. 
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The archangel Hoi)e 
Looks to the azure cope, 

Waits througii dark ages for the morn, 
jDefeated day by day, but unto Victory l>orn«. 
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It has been a favorite stitcly of modem philos* 
ophy to indicate tlie steps of human progress, to 
watch tlic rising’ of a thought in one man’s mind, 
the communication of it to a few, to a small minor- 
ity, its , exijansion and general I'eception, until it 
publishes itself to the world by destroying the ex- 
isting laws and institutions, and the generation of 
new. Looked at in this general and historical way, 
many things wear a very difPerent face fi’om that 
they show near by, and one at a time, — and, par- 
ticularly, war. War, which to sane men at the 
present day begins to look like an epidemic insan- 
ity, breaking out here and thci’e like the cholera or 
influenza, infecting men's brains instead of their 
bowels, — when seen in the remote past, in the in- 
fancy of society, appears a part of the connection 
of events, and, in its place, necessary. 

As far as history has preserved to us the slow 

* Delivered as a lecture in Boston, in March, 1 838. Re- 
printed from “^Esthetic Papers,” edited by Miss E. P, Pea- 
body, 1849. 
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uufokliugs of any savage tiibe, it is not easy 'to see 
how war eonld be avoided by snub wild, passionate, 
needy, iingoverncd, strong-bodied creatures. For 
in the infancy of society, when a thin i)opulation 
and imjjrovidcnce make the supply of food and of 
shelter insufficient and very precarious, and when 
hunger, thii-st, ague and frozen limbs univei*sally 
take precedence of the wants of the mind and the 
heart, the necessities of the strong will certainly be 
satisfied at the cost of tlie weak, at whatever peril 
of future revenge. It i6 plain, too, that in the first 
dawnings of the religious sentiment, that blends 
itself with their passions and is oil to tlic fire. Not 
only every tribe has war-gods, religious festivals in 
victory, but reUgious 'tears. 

The student of history acquiesces the more read- 
ily in this copious bloodshed of the early annals, 
bloodshed in God’s name too, when, he leanis that 
it is a temjjorary and preparatory state, and does 
actively forward the cultuic of man. War edu- 
cates the senses, calls into action the will, perfects 
the j)hysical constitution, brings men into such swift 
and close collision in critical moments that man 
measures man. On its owti scale, on the virtues it 
loves, it endures no counterfeit, but 'shakes the 
whole society until every atom falls into the place 
its specific gi’avity assigns it. It iiresendy finds 
the value of good^sense and of foresight, and Ulys- 
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ses takes rank next to Achilles. The leaders, 
picked men of a courage and vigor tried and aug- 
mented in fifty battles, are emulous to distinguish 
themselves above each other by new merits, as 
clemency, hospitality, splendor of living. The peo- 
ple imitate the chiefs. The strong tribe, in which 
war has become an art, attack and conquer their 
neighbors, and teach them their arts and virtues. 
New territory, augmented numbers and extended 
interests^ call out new vu*tues and abilities, and the 
ti’ibe makes long strides. Anti, finally, when much 
progress has been made, all its secrets of wisdom 
and art arc disseminated by its invasions. Plu- 
tarch, in his essay “ On the Fortune of Alexander,” 
considers the invasion and conquest of the East by 
Alexander as one of the most bright and pleasing 
pages in history; and it roust be owned he gives 
sound reason for his opinion. It had the effect 
of uniting into one great interest the divided com- 
•monwcalfUs of Greece, and infusing a new and 
more enlarged public spirit into the councils of 
their statesmen. It carried the arts and language 
and philosophy of the Greeks into tlie sluggish and 
barbarous nations of Persia, Assyria and India. It 
introduced*the ax*ts of husbandry among tribes of 
hunters and shepherds. It weaned the Scythians 
and Persians from some cruel and licentious prac- 
tices to a more civil way of life. It introduced 
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the sacredness of marriage among them. It built 
seventy cities, and sowed the Greek customs and 
humane laws over Asia, and united hostile nations 
under one code. It bi-ought different families of 
tlie human I'ace together, — to blows at first, but 
aftenvards to truce, to trade and to intermarriage. 
It would be very easy to show analogous benefits 
that have resulted from military movements of 
Liter ages. 

Considerations of this kind lead us to a true 
view of the nature and 'ofifice of war. We see it is 
the subject of all histoiy ; that it has been tjie prin- 
cipal employment of the most conspicuous men ; 
that it is at this moment the delight of half the 
world, of almost all young and ignorant jiersons ; 
that it is exhibited to us continually in the dumb 
show of brute nature, where war between tiibes, 
and between individuals of the same tribe, peri>et- 
ually rages. The microscope reveals miniatiu’c 
butcher}' in atomies and infinitely small Liters that 
swim and fight in an illuminated drop of water ; 
and the little globe is but a too faithful miniature 
of the large. 

What does all this war, beginning from the low- 
est races and reaching up to man, signify ? Is it 
not manifest that it covers a great and beneficent 
principle, which nature had deeply at heart ? 
What is that principle ? — It is self-help. Nature 
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implants , with life the instinct of self-help, perpet- 
ual (^niggle to be, to resist opposition, to attain to 
freedom, to attain to a mastery and the security 
of a permanent, self-defended being ; and to each 
creature these objects are made so dear that it 
risks its life continually in the struggle for these 
cuds. 

But whilst tins principle, necessarily, is inwi'ought 
into the fabric of every ci*eature, yet it is but one 
instinct ; and though a primary one, or we may say 
the very first, yet the apjiearance of the other 
instincts immediately modifies and controls this; 
turns its energies into harmless, useful and high 
courses, showing thereby what was its ultimate 
design ; and, finally, takes oiit its fangs. The in- 
stinct of self-help is very early unfolded in the 
coaise and merely brute form of war, only in tlie 
childhood and imbecility of the other instincts, and 
remains in that form only until their development. 
It is tU? ignorant and childish part of mankind 
that is the fighting jiart. Idle and vacant minds 
want excitement, as all boys kill cats. Bull-baiting, 
cockpits and the boxer’s ring are the enjoyment of 
the part of society whoso animal nature alone has 
been developed. In some parts of this country, 
where the intellectual and moral faculties have as 
yet scarcely any culture, the absorbing topic of all 
conversation is Avhipping; who fought, and which 
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‘whipped? Of man, boy, or beast, the only trait; 
that much interests the speakers is the pugnacity. 
And why? Because the speaker has as yet no 
other image of manly activity and virtue, none of 
cndiu^uce, none of perseverance, none of charity, 
none of tlie attainment of truth. Put him into a 
circle of cultivated men, where tlic conversation 

t 

broaches the great questions that besiege the hu- 
man reason, and he would be dumb and unhappy, 
as an Indian in church. , 

To men of a sedate atid mature spirit, in whom 
is any knowledge or mental acti\dty, the detail of 
battle becomes insupportably tedious and revolting. 
It is like the talk of one of those monomaniacs 
whom we sometimes meet in society, who converse 
on horses ; and Fontenelle expressed a volume of 
meaning when he said, “ I hate M'ar, for it spoils 
conversation.” 

Nothing is plainer than that the sympathy with 
•war is a juvenile and temporary state. Not only the 
moral sentiment, but trade, learning and whatever 
makes intercourse, conspire to jiut it down. Trade, 
as all men know, is the antagonist of war. Wher- 
ever there is no property, the jJCople will jnit on the 
knapsack for bread ; but trade is instantly endan- 
gered and destroyed. And, moreover, trade brings 
men to look each other in the face, and gives the 
parties the knowledge that these enemies over sea 



WAR. 


185 


or over the mountain are such men as we ; who 
laugh and gi’ieve, who love and fear, as we do. 
And learning and art, and especially religion, 
weave ties that make war look like fratricide, as it 
is. And as aU history is the picture of war, as vre 
have said, so it is no less true that it is the record 
of the mitigatiop and decline of war. Early in the 
eleventh and twelfth centuries, the Italian cities 
had grown so populous and strong, that they forced 
the rural nobility to dismantle their castles, which 
were dens of cruelty, ami* come and reside in the 
towns^ The Popes, to their eternal honor, declared 
religious jubilees, during which all hostilities were 
suspended throughout Christendom, and man had 
a breathing space. The increase of civility has 
abolished the use of poison and of torture, once sup- 
posed as necessary as navies now. And, finally, 
the art of war, what with gunpowder and tactics, 
lias made, as all men know, battles less frequent 
and less murderous. 

By all tliese means, war has been steadily on the 
dedine ; and we read with astonishment of the 
beastly fighting of the old times. Only in Eliz- 
abeth’s time, out of the European waters, ijiracy 
was all but universal. The proverb was, — “ No' 
peace beyond the line ; ” and the seaman shipped 
on the buccaneer’s bargain, “No prey, no pay.” 
The celebrated Cavendish, who yas thought in his 
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times a good Christian man, wrote tltos to liOrd 
Huusdon, on his return from a voyage roimd the 
world ; — “ Sejjt. 1588. It hatli pleased Almighty- 
God to suffer me to eii'cumpass the whole globe 
of the world, entering in at the Strait of Magel- 
lan, and returning by the Cape of Buena Esperan- 
^aj in which voyage, I have either discovered or 
brought certain intelligence of all the rich places of 
the world, winch were ever discoveml by any Chris- 
tian. I navigated along the coast of Chili, Peru, 
and Xew Spain, u'/tcrc I made great s^yoih. I 
humt and sunk nineteen sail of ships, small and 
great. All the villages and totcns that ever I 
landed at, I burned and spoiled. And had I not 
been discovered upon the coast, I had taken great 
quantity of treasure. The matter of most profit to 
me was a great shij) of the king’s, which I took at 
California,” &c. And the gootl Cavendish piously 
be^ns this statement, — “ It hath pleased Almighty 
God.” 

Indeed, our American annals have preserved the 
vestiges of barbarous warfare down to more recent 
limes, I read in Williams’s “ History of Maine,” 
that “ Assacombuit, the Sagamore of the Anagunti- 
oook tribe, was remarkable for his tui^itude and 
ferocity above all other known Indians ; tliat, in 
1705, Vaudreuil sent him to Fi'ance, where he was 
introduced to the king. When he appeared at 
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court, lie lifted up his hand, and said, ‘ This hand 
has slain a liundred and fifty of your majesty’s ene- 
mies within the territories of New England.’ This 
so pleased the king that he knighted him, and or- 
dered a pension of eight InTes a day to be paid 
him during life.” This valuable person, on his re- 
turn to America, took to killing his own neighbors 
and kindred, with such appetite that his tribe com- 
bined against him, and would have killed him had 
he not .fled his country for ever. 

The scandal which wo ftel in such facts certainly 
shows^ that we have got on a little. All history is 
the decline of war, though the slow decline. All 
that society has yet gained is mitigation : the doc- 
trine of the right of war still remains. 

For ages (for ideas w'ork in ages, and animate 
vast societies of men) the human race has gone on 
under the tyranny — shall I so call it? — of this 
first brutish form of their effort to be men ; that is, 
for ages they have shared so much of the nature of 
the lower animals, the tiger and the shark, and the 
savages of the water-drop. They have nearly ex- 
hausted all the good and all the evil of this form : 
they have held as fast to this degx’adation as their 
worst enemy could desire ; but all things have an 
end, and so has this. The eternal germination of 
the better has unfolded new powers, new instincts, 
which were really concealed xm(^er this rough and 
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Tjase rind. The sublime question has startled one 
and another happy soul in different quarters of the 
globe, — Cannot love be, as well as hate ? Would 
not love answer the same end, or even a better? 
Cannot peace be, as well as war ? 

This thought is no man’s invention, neither St» 
Pierre’s nor Pousseau’s, but the rising of the gen- 
eral tide in the human soul, — and rising highest, 
and first made visible, in the most simple and pure 
souls, who have therefore announced it to us before- 
hand ; but presently we all sec it. It has now be- 
come so distinct as to be a social thought : societies 
can be formed on it. It is expounded, illustrated, 
defined, with different degrees of clearness ; and 
its actualization, or the measures it should ins})ire, 
predicted according to the light of each seer. 

The idea itself is the epoch ; the fact that it has 
become so distinct to any small number of persons 
as to become a subject of prayer and hope, of 'con- 
cert and discussion, — that is the commanding 
fact. This having come, much more will follow, 
Pevolutions go not backwai’d. The star once risen, 
though only one man in the hemisphere has yet seen 
its upper limb in the horizon, will mount and 
mount, until it becomes visible to other men, to 
multitudes, and climbs the zenith of all eyes. And 
so it is not a great matter how long men refuse to 
believe the advenhof peace: war is on its last legs; 
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and a universal peace is as sure as is the preva* 
lence of civilization over barbarism, of liberal gov- 
ernments over feudal fonns. The question for us 
is only IIoio soon ? 

That the project of peace should appear visionary 
to great numbers of sensible men ; should appear 
laughable even, to numbers; should appear to the 
grave and good-natured to be embarrassed with ex- 
treme practical difficulties, — is very natural. ‘ This 
is a jjoor, tedious society of yours,’ they say : ‘ we 
do not sec what good can dome of it. Peace ! why, 
we aro^all at peace now. But if a foreign nation 
should wantonly insult or plunder our commerce, 
oi’, worse yet, should land on our shores to rob and 
kill, you would not have us sit, and be robbed and 
killed ? You mistake the times ; you overestimate 
the virtue of men. You forget that the quiet which 
now sleeps iii cities and in farms, which lets the 
wagon go unguarded and the faimhouse unbolted, 
rests on fEe perfect understanding of all men that 
the musket, the halter and the jail stand behind 
there, ready to punish any disturber of it. All ad- 
mit that this would be the best policy, if the world 
were all a church, if all men were the best men, if 
all would agree, to accept this rule. But it is ab- 
surd for one nation to attempt it alone.” 

In the first place, we answer that we never make 
much account of objections wh^h merely respect 
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the actual state of the 'world at this moment, hut 
which admit the general expediency and permanent 
excellence of the project. What is the best must be 
the true ; and what is true, — that is, what is at bot- 
tom fit and agreeable to the constitution of man, — 
must at last prevail over all obstruction and all op- 
position. There is no good now enjoyed by society 
that was not once as problematical and visionary 
as this. It is the tendency of the true interest of 
man to become his desire and stea^lfast aim. 

But, further, it is a lesson which all histoiy 
teaches wise men, to put trust in ideas, and not in 
circumstances. We liave all grown up in the sight 
of frigates and navy yards, bf armed forts and 
islands, of arsenals and militia. The reference to 
any foreign register will inform us of the number of 
tliousand or million men that are now under arms 
in the A’ast colonial system of the British empire, of 

Bussia, Austna and France : and one is scared to 

#* 

find at what a cost the peace of the globe is kept. 
This vast apparatus of artillery, of fleets, of stone 
bastions and trenches and embankments ; this 
incessant patrolling of sentinels ; this waving of 
national flags ; tliis reveille and evening gun; this 
martial music and endless playing of marches and 
singing of military and naval songs seem to ns to 
constitute an imposing actual, which will not yield 
in centuries to the^. feeble, deprecatory voices of a 
handful of fiiends of peace. 
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Thus always we arc daunted by the appearances ; 
not seeing that their whole value lies at bottom in 
the state of mind. It is really a thought that built 
this portentous war-establishment, and a thought 
shall also melt it away. Every nation and every 
man instantly surround themselves with a material 
apparatus which,exactly corresponds to their moral 
state, or their state of thought. Observe how every 
truth and every error, each a thoiif/ht of some 
man’s mind, clothes itself mth societies, houses, 
cities, language, ceremonies, newspapers. Observe 
the id(»s of the present day, — orthodoxy, skepti- 
cism, missions, poptdar education, temperance, anti- 
masonry, anti-slavery ; see how each of these 
abstractions has embodied itself in an imposing- 
apparatus in the community ; and how timber, 
brick, lime and stone have flown into convenient 
shape, obedient to the master-idea reigning in the 
minds of many persons. 

You shall hear, some day, of a wild fancy which 
some mail has in his brain, of the mischief of secret 
oaths. Come again one or two years afterwards, 
and you shall see it has built gi’eat houses of solid 
wood and brick and mortar. You shall see a hun- 
dred presses printing a million sheets ; you shall 
see men and horses and wheels made to walk, run 
and roll for it ; this great body of matter tlius 
executing that one man’s wild thought. ^ Tliis hap- 



192 




pens daily, yearly about us, with half tlioughts,, 
often with flimsy lies, pieces of , policy and specula- 
tion. With good nursing they will last three or 
four years before they will come to nothing. But 
when a tnitlx appeal's, — as, for instance, a percej)- 
tion in the wit of one Columbus that there is land 
in the Western Sea ; though he a^one of all men 
has that thought, and they all jeer, — it will build 
ships ; it will build fleets ; it will carry over half 
Spain and half England ; it will plant a colony, a 
state, nations and lialf a globe full of men. 

We surround ourselves always, according Jto our 
freedom and ability, with true images of ourselves 
in things, whether it be ships or books or cannons 
or churches. The standing army, the ai'senal, the 
camp and the gibbet do not appertain to man. 
They only serve as an index to show where man is 
now; what a bad, uugovemed temper he has; 
what an ugly neighbor 'he is; how lus affections 
halt ; how low his hope lies. lie who loves the 
bristle of bayonets only sees in their glitter what 
beforehand he feels in his heart. It is avarice and 
hatred ; it is that quivering lip, that cold, hating 
eye, which built magazines and powder-houses. 

It follows of course that the least change in the 
man will change his circumstances ; the least 
enlargement of his ideas, the least mitigation of his 
feelings in respect, to other men; if, for example, 
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he coiilil be inspireil with a tciuler kindness to the 
souls of men, and should come to feel that every 
man was another self with whom he might come to 
join, as left hand works with right. Kvery degree 
of the ascendancy of this feeling would cause the 
most striking changes of external things : the tents 
would be struck ; the men-of-war would rot ashore ; 
the arms rust; the cannon woidd become street- 
posts j the pikes, a fisher’s harpoon ; the marching 
regiment would be a caravan of emigmnts,^;c«c^«/ 
pioneers at the fountains of the W abash and the 
Missoui'i. And so it must and will be : bayonet 
and sword must first retreat a little from their 
ostentatious prominence; then quite hide them- 
selves, as the sheriff’s halter does nov/, inviting the 
attendance only of relations and friends ; and then, 
lastly, will be transferred to the museums of the 
curious, as poisoning and torturing tools are at this 
day. 

War and peace thus resolve themselves into a 
mercury of the state of cultivation. At a certain 
stage of his i)rogress, the man fights, if he be of a 
.sound body and mind. At a certain higher stage, 
lie makes no offensive demonstration, but is alert to 
repel injury, and of an unconquerable heart At a 
still higher stage, he conies into the region of holi- 
ness ; passion has passed away from him ; his war- 
like nature is all converted into au active medicinal 

YOU XI. 13 
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principle ; he sacrifices hiiiiself, anti accepts with 
alacrity wearisome tasks of denial and charity ; 
bnt, being' attacked, lie bcai*s it and turns the other 
cheek, as one engaged, tliroughout lus being, no 
longer to the service of an individual but to the 
common sold of all men. * 

Since the peace tiuestion has, been before the 
public mind, those who nifirm its right and expe- 
diency have naturally been met with objections 
more or less weighty. There are eases frequently 
put by the curious, — moral problems, like those 
problems in ai'ithmctic which in long winter even- 
ings the rustics trv the hardness of their heads in 
ciphering out. And chiefly it is said, — Either ac- 
cept this principle for better, for worse, carry it out 
to the end, and meet its absurd consequences ; or 
else, if you pretend to set an ai'bitrary limit, a 
“ Thus far, no farther.” then give up the princiide, 
and take that limit whnrh the common-sense of all 

0L" 

mankind has set, and which distinguishes offensive 
war as criminal, defensive war as just. Otherwise, 
if you go for no war, then be consistent, and give 
up self-defence in the liigliway, in your own house. 
Will you push it thus far ? Will you stick to your 
principle of non-resistance when your strong-box i.s 
broken oi^en, ivlien your wife and babes are insulted 
and slaughtered in your sight ? If you say yes, 
you only invite 'the robber and * assassin ; and a 
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few bloody-minded desperadoes would soon butcher 
the good. 

In reply to this charge of absurdity on the ex- 
treme peace doctrine, as sliown in the supposed con- 
setpiences, I wish to say that such deductions con- 
sider only one half of the fact. They look only at 
the passive side, of the friend of peace, only at his 
passivity ; they (juite omit to consider his activity. 
But no man, it may be presumed, ever embraced 
the cause of peace and philanthropy for the sole 
end and satisfaction of being plundered and slain. 
A maq does not come the length of the spirit of 
martyrdom without some active purpose, some 
e(pial motive, some flaming love. If you have a na- 
tion of men who have risen to that height of moral 
cultivation that they will not declare war or carry 
ai’ins, for they have not so much madness left in 
their brains, you have a nation of lovers, of bene- 
factors, of true, great and able men. Let me know 
more of that nation'; I shall not find them defence- 
less, with idle hands springing at their sides. I 
shall find them men of love, honor and truth ; men 
of an immense industry; men wdiose influenee is 
felt to the end of the earth ; men whose very look 
and voice carry the sentence of honor and shame ; 
and all forces yield to their energy and persuasion. 
Whenever we see tlie doctrine of peace embraced 
by a nation, we may be assured will not be one 
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that invites injury ; but one, on the contrar/, which 
has a friend in tlie bottom of the heart of every 
man, oven of the violent and the base ; one against 
which no weapon can prosi)er ; one wliich is looked 
upon as the asylum of the human race and has the 
tears and the blessings of mankind. 

In the second place, as far as it respects individ- 
ual action in difficult and extreme cases, I will 
say, such cases seldom or never occur, to the good 
and just man ; nor are we careful to say, or even 
to know, what in such crises is to be done. A wise 
man will never impawn his future being and action, 
and decide beforehand what he shall do in a given 
extreme event. Nature and God will instruct him 
in that hour. 

The cpiestion naturally arises, How is this new 
aspiration of the human mind to be made visible 
and real? How is it to pass out of thoughts into 
things ? 

Not, certainly, in the first place, in the way of 
routine and mere forms^ — the universal specific of 
modern politics ; not by organizing a society, and 
ffoin^** through a course of resolutions and puldic 
manifestoes, and being thus formally accredited to 
the public and to the civility of the newspapers. 
We have played this game to tediousness. In 
some of our cities they choose noted duellists as 
presidenti^ and officers of anti-duelling societies. 
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Men >fIio love that bloated vanity called public 
opinion think all is well if tlicy have once got their 
bantling through a sufficient course of speeches 
and cheerings, of one, two, or three public meetings ; 
as if they could do anything : they vote and vote, 
cry hurrah on both sides, no man responsible, no 
man caring a pjn. The next season, an Indian 
war, or an aggression on our commerce by Malays ; 
or the party this man votes with have an appropri- 
ation to carry through Congress : instantly he wags 
his head the other way, anti cries, Havoc and war ! 

This, is not to be carried by public opinion, but 
by private opinion, by private conviction, by private, 
dear and earnest love. For the only hope of this 
cause is in the increased insight, and it is to be ac- 
complished by the spontaneous teaching, of the cul- 
tivated soul, in its seci'ct experience and meditation, 
— that it is now time tliat it should pass out of the 
state n£ beast into the state of man ; it is to hear 
the voice of God, which bids the devils that have 
rended and toi’ii him come out of him and let him 
now be clothed and walk forth in his right mind. 

Nor, in the next place, is the peace principle to 
be carried^into effect by fear. It can never be de- 
fended, it can never be executed, by cowards. 
Everything great must be done in the spirit of 
greatness. The manhood that has been in war 
must be transferred to the cause of pe^e, before 
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wav can lose its chainn, and peace be veneiUble to 
men. 

The atti'actircnoss of war shows one thing 
through all the throats of artillery, the thunders of 
so many sieges, the sack of towns, the jousts of 
chivalry, the shook of hosts, — this namely, tlie 
conviction of man imiversally, that a man should 
be himself responsible, with goods, health and life, 
for his behavior; that he should not ask of the 
State protection ; sliould ask nothing of the State ; 
should be himself a kingdom and a state ; fearing 
no man ; quite willing to use the opportunities and 
advantages that good government throM' in his way, 
but nothing daunted, and not really the poorer if 
government, law and order went by the Iward ; be- 
cause in himself reside infinite resources ; because 
he is sure of himself, and never needs to ask 
another what in any crisis it behooves him to do. 

What makes to us the attractiveness of the 
Greek heroes ? of the Roman ? What makes the 
attractiveness of that I'omantic style of living which 
is the material of ten thousand plays and romances, 
from Shakspeare to Scott; the feudal baron, the 
French, the English nobility, the, Warwicks, Rlan- 
tagenets ? It is their absolute self-dependence. I 
do not wondev at the dislike some of the friends of 
peace have expressed at Shakspeare. The veriest 
ohorl and jJacobii» cannot resist the influence of the 
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style and manners of these haughty lords. We arc 
affected, as boys and barbarians ai'e, by the apjieai- 
ance of a few rich and wilfid gentlemen who take 
their honor into their own keeping, defy the world, 
so confident are they of their courage and strength, 
and whoso appearance is the arrival of so much 
life and virtue. ^ In dangerous times they are pres- 
ently tried, and therefore their name is a flounsh 
of trumpets. They, at least, affect us as a reality. 
They are not shams, but the substance of which 
that age and world is mad&. They are true heroes 
for their time. They make what is in their minds 
the greatest sacrifice. Tlicy will, for an injmdous 
word, peril all their state and wealtli, and go to the 
field. Take away that principle of responsibleness, 
and they become pirates and ruffians. 

This self-subsistency is the charm of war ; for 
this self-subsistency is essential to our idea of man. 
But another age comes, a truer religion and ethics 
open, and a man puts himself under the dominion 
of principles. I see hun to be the servant of truth, 
of love and of freedom, and immoveable m the 
waves of the crowd. The man of principle, that is, 
the man who, without any flourish of trumpets, 
titles of lordship or tiaiu of guards, without any 
notice of his action abroad, expecting none, takes 
in solitude the right step uniformly, on his private 
choice and disdaining couseqijences, — does not 
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yield, in my imagination, to any man. He is will- 
ing to be hanged at his own gate, rather than con- 
sent to any compi'omise of his freedom or the sup- 
pression of his conviction. I regard no longer tlioso 
names that so tingled in my ear. This is a baron 
of a better nobility and a stouter stomach. 

The cause of peace is not the cause of cowardice. 
If peace is sought to be defended or preserved for 
the safety of the luxurious and the timid, it is a 
sham, and the peace will be base. "War is better, 
and the peace will be l/rokon. If peace is to be 
maintained, it must be by brave men, who have 
come up to the same height as the hero, namely, 
the will to carry their life in their hand, and stake 
it at any instant for their principle, but who have 
gone one steji beyond the hero, and will not seek 
another man’s life ; — men who have, by their in- 
tellectual insight or else by their moral elevation, 
attained such a perception of their own intrinsic 
worth, that they do not tliink property or’tEeir own 
body a sufficient good to be saved by such dei*elie- 
tion of principle as treating a man like a sheep. 

If the universal cry for reform of so many in- 
veterate abuses, with which society rings, — if the 
desire of a large class of young men for a faith and 
hope, intellectual and religious, such as they have 
not yet found, be an omen to be trusted ; if the dis- 
position to rely mqre in study and in action on the 
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nnexploi’ed riches of the human constitution, — if 
the search of the sublime laws of morals and the 
sources of hope and trust, in man, and not in 
books, in the present, and not in the past, proceed ; 
if the rising generation can be provoked to think it 
unworthy to nestle into every abomination of the 
past, and shall feel the generous darings of auster- 
ity and virtue, then war has a short day, and hu- 
man blood will cease to flow. 

It is of little consequence in wliat manner, 
through what organs, thiS purpose of mercy and 
holiness is effected. The proposition of the Con- 
gress of Nations is undoubtedly that at which tlie 
present fabric of our society and the present course 
of events do point. But the mind, once prepared 
for the reign of principles, will easily find modes 
of expressing its will. There is the highest fitness 
in the place and time in which this enterprise is 
begun. Not in an obscure comer, not in a feudal 
Europe, not in an antiquated appanage where no 
onward step cjin be taken without rebellion, is this 
seed of benevolence laid in the furrow, with tears 
of hope ; but in this broad America of God and 
man, where the forest is only now falling, or yet to 
fall, and the green earth opened to the inundation 
of emigrant men from all quarters oi oppression 
and guilt ; here, where not a family, not a few 
men, but mankind, shall say wlvtt shall be ; here, 
we ask, Shall it be War, or shall it be Beace ? 
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I DO not often speak to public questions ; — they 
are odious and hurtful, and it seems like meddling 
or leaving your work. I have my own spirits in 
prison ; — spii’its in deepSi- prisons, whom no man 
visits if I do not. And then I see what havoc it 
makes w'ith any good mind, a dissipated philan- 
thropy. The one thing not to be foi’given to intel- 
lectual persons is, not to know their owni task, or to 
take their ideas from others. From this want of 
manly rest in their own and rash acceptance of 
other people’s watchwords, come the imbecility and 
fatigue of their conversation. For they cannot 
affirm these from any original experience, and of 
course not with the natural movement and total 
strength of their natiu’e and talent, but only from 
their memory, only from their cramp position of 
standing for their teacher. They say what they 
would have you believe, but what tliey do not quite 
know. 

My own habitual view is to the well-being bf 
students or scholars. And it is only when the 
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public event affects them, tliat it veiy seriously 
touches me. Ami what I have to say is to them. 
For every man speaks mainly to a class whom he 
works with ami more or less fully represents. It 
is to these I am beforehand related and engaged, 
in this audience or out of it — to them and not to 
others. And yet, when I say the class of scholars 
or students, — that is a class which comprises in 
some sort all mankind, comprises every man in the 
best hours of his life ; and in these days not only 
virtually but actually. For who are the readers 
and thinkei-s of 1854 ? Owing to tlie silent, revolu- 
tion which the newspaper has WTOught, this class 
has come in this country to take in all classes. 
Look into the morning trains u'hich, from every 
suburb, cany the business men into the city to their 
shoi)s, counting-rooms, work-yards and warehouses. 
With them enters the car — the newsboy, that hum- 
ble priest of politics, finance, philosophy, and relig- 
ion. He unfolds his magical sheets, — twopence 
a head his bread of knowledge costs — and instantly 
the entire rectangular assembly, fresh from their 
breakfast, are bending as one man to their second 
braakfast. There is, no doubt, chaff enough in 
-what he brings ; but there is fact, thought, and 
wisdom in the crude mass, from all regions of the 
world. 

I have lived all my life without suffering any 
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known inconvenience from American Slavery, I 
never saw it ; I never heard the w'hip ; I never felt 
the check on my free speech and action, mitil, the 
other day, when Mr, Webster, by his personal in- 
fluence, brought the Fugitive Slave Law on the 
coimtry. I say Mr. Webster, for though the Bill 
was not his, it ^ yet notorious that he was the life 
and sold of it, that he gave it all he had : it cost 
liim his life, and under the shadow of his great 
name inferior men sheltered tliemselves, threw 
their ballots for it and made the law. I say infe- 
rior ingn. There were all soits of what are called 
brilliant men, accomplished men, men of high sta- 
tion, a President of the United States, Senators, 
men of eloquent speech, but men without self-re- 
spect, without cliaraeter, and it was strange to see 
that office, age, fame, talent, even a repute for 
honesty, all count for nothing. They had no opin- 
ions, they had no memory for what they had been 
saying like the Lord’s Prayer all their lifetime: 
they were only looking to what their great Captain 
did ; if he jumped, they jumped, if he stood on his 
head, they. did. In ordinaiy, the supposed sense of 
their dist^ct and State is their guide, and that 
holds them to the part of liberty and justice. But 
it is always a little difficidt to decipher what this 
public sense is ; and when a great man comes who 
knots up into liimself the opinions and wishes of 
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the people, it is so much easier to follow him as 
an ex}K>ucnt of this. He too is responsible ; they 
will not be. It will always suOice to say, — “I fol- 
lowed him.” 

I saw plainly that the great show their legitimate 
power in nothing more than in their power to mis- 
guide us. I saw that a great man, deservedly ad- 
mired for his powers and their general right direc- 
tion, was able, — fault of the total want of stamina 
in public men, — when he failed, to break them all 
TOth him, to carry parties with him. 

In what I liaA-’e to say of Mr. Webster I do not 
confound him with vulgar politicians before or 
.since. There is always base ambition enough, men 
who calculate on the immense ignorance of the 
masses ; that is their quarry and farm : they use 
the constituencies at home only for their shoes. 
And, of course, they can drive out from the contest 
any honorable man. The low can best uau the low, 
and aU men like to be made much of. There are 
those too who have power and inspiration only to 
do ill. Their talent or their faculty deserts them 
when they undertake any thing right. Mr. Web- 
ster had a natural ascendancy of aspect and car- 
nage which distinguished him over all his contem- 
poraries. His countenance, his figure, and his 
manners were all in so grand a style, that he was, 
without effort, as superior to his most eminent 
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rivals as they were to the luimblest ; so that his 
arrival in any i>lacc w'as an event which drew 
crowds of people, who went to satisfy their eyes, 
and could not see him enough. I think they looked 
at him as the representative of the American Cdn- 
tinent. He was there in his Adamitic capacity, as 
if he alone of al^ men did not disappoint the eye 
and the car, but was a fit figure in the landscape. 

I remember his appearance at Bunker's Hill. 
There was the Monument, and here was Webster. 
He knew well that a little *more or less of rhetoric 
signified nothing : he was only to say plain and 
equal things, — grand tUugs if he had them, and, 
if he had them not, only to abstain from saying 
unfit things, — and the w’hole occasion was an- 
swered by his presence. It was a jdace for behav- 
ior more than for speech, and Mr. Webster walked 
through his part with entire success. His excellent 
organ^tion, the perfection of his elocution and 
all that thereto b^ongs, — voice, accent, intonation, 
attitude, manner, — we shall not soon find again. 
Then he was so thoroughly simple and wise in liis 
rhetoric ; he saw through his matter, hugged his 
fact so close^ went to the principle or essential, and 
never indulged in a weak floui'ish, though he knew 
perfectly well how to make such exordiums, episodes 
and perorations as might g^ve perspective to his 
harangues without in the least Embarrassing his 
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iuai*cli or confounding las transitions. In liis state- 
ment things lay in daylight ; we saw them in onler 
as they were. Though he knew very well how to 
present his own personal claims, yet in his argu- 
ment he was intolleotual, — stilted his fact x>ure of 
all jjersonality, so that his splendid wrath, when 
his eyes became lamps, was the wrath of the fact 
and tlie cause he stood for. 

His power, like that of all great masters, was 
not in excellent parts, but was total. He had a 
gi’eat and every whera equal propriety. He w'orked 
with that closeness of adhesion to the matter in 
hand which a joiner or a chemist uses, and the same 
quiet and sure feeling of right to his place that an 
oak or a mountain liave to theira. After all his 
talents have been described, there remains that per- 
fect propriety which animated all the details of the 
action or speech with the character of the whole, 
so that his beauties of detail are endless. He 
seemed bom for the bar, bom ^r the senate, and 
took very naturally a leading part in large private 
and in public affairs; for his head distributed 
things in their right places, and what he saw so 
well he compelled other people to see also. Great 
is the privilege of eloquence. What gratitude does 
every man feel to him who speaks well for the 
right, — who translates trath into language entirely 
plain and clear! 
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The histoiy of this country has given a disastrous 
importance to the defects of this great man’s mind. 
Whether evil influences and the corruption of poli- 
tics, or whether original infirmity, it was the mis- 
fortune of liis country that with this large undei’- 
standing he had not what is better than intellect, 
and the source of its health. It is a law of our 
nature that gi-eivt thoughts come from the heart. 
If his inoial sensibility had been proportioned to 
the force trf his understanding, what limits could 
have been set to his genius and benefi{!ent power? 
But he wanted that deep source of Inspiration. 
Hence a sterility of thought, the want of generaliz- 
ation in his speeches, and the curious fact that, 
with a general ability which impicsses all the world, 
there is not a single general remark, not an obser- 
vation on life and manners, not an aphorism that 
can pass into literature from liis writings. 

Four years ago to-night, on one of those high 
crilieal moiRents in history when great issues are 
determined, when the powers of right and Avrong 
are mustered for conflict, and it lies with one man 
to give a casting vote, — Mr. Webster, most unex- 
pectedly, threw his whole weight on the side of 
Slavery, and caused by his personal and official 
authority the passage of the Fugitive Slave Bill. 

It is remarked of the Americans that they value 
dexterity too much, and honor too little ; that they 
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thiuk they jn-aise a man nioz’e hy saying that he is 

smart ” than by saying that he is right. "Whether 
the defect be national oi* not, it is the defect and 
calamity of Mr. Webster ; and it is so far true of 
liis countiymen, namely, that tlie apical is sure to 
be made to his physical and mental ability when 
his character is assailed. Ilis speeches on the 
seventh of March, and at Albany, at Buffalo, at 
Syracuse and Boston are cited in justification. 
And Mr. Webster’s literary editor believes that it 
W'as his wish to rest his fame on the speech of the 
seventh of March. Now, though I have ^iny own 
opinions on this seventh of Mai’ch discourse and 
those others, and think them very transparent and 
very open to criticLsin, — yet the secondary merits 
of a screech, namely, its logic, its illustrations, its 
points, etc., are not here in question. Nobody 
doubts that Daniel Webster could make a gool 
speech. Nobody doubts that there were gqp.d and 
plausible things to be said on the part of the South. 
But this is not a question of ingenuity, not a ques- 
tion of syllo^sms, but of sides. How came he 
there ? 

There are always texts and thoughte and argu- 
ments. But it is the genius and temper of the 
man wliich decides whether he will stand for right 
or for might. Who doubts tlie power of any fluent 
debater to defend either of our political parties, or 
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any client in our courts? There was the same law 
in England for Jeffries and Talbot and Yorke to 
I’ead slavery out of, and for Lord Mansfield to read 
freedom. And in tliis country one sees that there 
is always margin enough in the statute for a liberal 
judge to I’ead one way and a servile judge another. 

But the question which History will ask is 
broader. In the final hour when he was forced by 
the peremptox’y necessity of the closing armies to 
take a side, — did he take the part of great princi- 
ples, the side of humanity and justice, or the side 
of abnsq and oppression and chaos ? 

Mr. Webster decided for Slavery, and that, when 
the aspect of the institution was no longer doubt- 
ful, no longer feeble and apologetic and proposing 
soon to end itself, but when it was strong, aggres- 
sive, and threatening an illimitable increase. He 
listened to State reasons and hopes, and left, with 
much complacency we are told, the testament of 
his speech to the astonished State of Massachusetts, 
vera pro gratis ; a gliastly result of all those years 
of experience in affairs, this, that there was noth- 
ing better for the foremost American man to tell 
his countrymen than that Slavery was now at that 
strength that they must beat down their conscience 
and become kidnappers for it. 

This was like the dolefid speech falsely ascribed 
to the patriot Brutus : “ Virtue,* I have followed 
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tliee tliroii^;!! life, and I find thee but a shadow.’^ 
Here was a question of an immoral law ; a question 
agitated for ages, and settled always in the same 
v.’ay by every gi’eat jurist, that an immoral law can- 
not be valid. Cicero, Grotins, Coke, Blackstone^ 
Bnrlamaqui, Valtel, Burke, Jeffei'son, do all affirm 
this, and I cite them, not that they can give evi- 
dence to what is indisputable, bnt betfause, though 
lawyers and practical statesmen, the habit of their 
profession did not hide frain them that this truth 
was the foundation of States. 

Here was the question, Ai-e you for man and for 
the good of man ; or are yon for the hurt and harm 
of man ? It was question whether man shall be 
treated as leather ? whether the Negi’oes shall be as 
the Indians were in 82)anish America, a piece of 
money ? Whether this .system, which is a kind of 
mill or factory for converting men into monkeys, 
shall be upheld and enlarged ? And Hr* Webster 
and the country went for the application to these 
poor men of quadruped law. 

Peojde were expecting a totally different course 
from Mr. Webster. If any man had in that hour 
})os8essed the weight with the country which he had 
acquired, he could have brought the whole country 
to its senses. But not a moment’s pause el* 
lowed. Angry parties went from bad to vwoMe, 
and the decision of Webster was accompanied with 
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everything offensive to freedom and good morals. 
There was something like an attempt to debauch 
the moral sentiment of the clergy and of the youth. 
Burke said he “ would pardon something to the 
spirit of liberty.” But by Mr. Webster the oppo- 
sition to the law was shaiidy called treason, and 
prosecuted so. He told the people at Boston “ they 
must conquer their prejudices ; ” that “ agitation 
of the subject of Slavery must be suppressed.” He 
did as immoral men usually do, made very low 
bows to the Christian Cffurch, and went through 
all the, Sunday decorums ; but when allusion was 
made to the question of duty and the sanctions of 
morality, he very frankly said, at Albany, “ Some 
higher law, something existing somewhere between 
here and the tliird heaven, — I do not know where.” 
And if the reiK)rters say true, this wretched athe- 
ism found some laughter in the coinjiany. 

I said I had never in my life up to this time suf- 
fered from the Slave Institution. Slavery in Vir- 
ginia or Carolina was like Slavery in Africa or the 
Feejees, for me. There was an old fugitive law, 
but it had become or was fast becoming a dead let- 
ter^ and, 1^ the genius and laws of Massachusetts, 
inoperative. The new Bill made it operative, re- 
quired me to hunt slaves, and it found citizens in 
Massachusetts willing to act as judges and captors. 
Moreover, it discloses the secrek of the new times. 
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that Slavery was no longer mendicant, but was be- 
come aggressive and dangerom. 

The way in which the country was dragged to 
consent to this, and the disasti'ous defection (on 
the miserable cry of Union) of the men of letters, 
of the colleges, of educated men, nay, of some 
preacliers of religion, — was the darkest 2)assage in 
the history. It showed that our prosperity had 
hurt us, and that we coidd not be shocked by crime. 
It showed that the old religion and the sense of the 
right had faded and goiie out ; tliat while we reck- 
oned ourselves a highly cultivated nation, our bel- 
lies had run away with our brains, and the princi- 
ples of culture and progress did not exist. 

For I supi>oso that lilKsrty is an accurate index, 
in men and nations, of general progress. The the- 
oiy of personal liberty must always appeal to the 
most refined communities and to the men of tlie 
rarest perception and of delicate moral sense.^ For 
there are rights which rest on the finest sense of 
justice, and, with every degree of civility, it will be 
more truly felt and defined. A barbarous tribe of 
good stock will, by means of their best heads, se- 
cure substantial liberty. But where there is any 
weakness in a race, and it becomes in a degree 
matter of concession and protection from their 
stronger neighbors, the incompatibility and ofiPen- 
siveness of the wrong will of course be most evi- 
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dent to the m^st'cultwatecl. Tor it is, — is it not? 
— the essence of covurtesy, of politeness, of religion, 
of love, to prefer another, to postpone oneself, to 
protect another from oneself ? That is the distinc- 
tion of the gentleman, to defend the weak and re- 
dress the injured, as it is of the savage and the 
brutal to usurp ^and use others. 

In Massachusetts, as we all know, there has al- 
ways existed a predominant conservative spirit. 
We have more money and value of every kind than 
other people, and 'wdsh to keep them. The plea on 
which freedom was resisted was Union. I went to 
certain serious men, who had a little more reason 
tlian the rest, and inquired why they took this part? 
They answered that they had no confidence in their 
strength to resist the Democratic party ; that they 
saw plainly that all was going to the utmost verge 
of licence ; each was ^'ying with his neighbor to 
lead the party, by projjosing the worst measure, and 
they threwlhemselves ou the extreme conservatism, 
as a diag on the wheel ; that tliey knew Cuba would 
be had, and Mexico would be had, and they stood 
stiffly on conservatism, and as near to monarchy as 
they coul^ only to moderate the velocity with which 
the car was running doAvn the precipice. In short, 
their theory was despair; the Whig visdom was 
only reprieve, a waiting to be last devoured. They 
side with Carolina, or with Arkansas, only to make 
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a show of Whig strength, wherewith to resist It 
little longer this general min. 

I have a respect for consermtisiu. I know how 
deeply founded it is in our nature, and how idle 
are all attempts to shake 0111*36! ves free from it. 
"We are all conservatives, half Whig, half Demo* 
crat, in our essences: and might as we]yi try to 
jump out of our skins as to escape from our AV^hig- 
gerj*. Tliere are two forces in Nature, by whose 
antagonism we exist ; the i>ower of Fate, Fortune, 
the laws of the world, tlie order of things, or how- 
ever else we choose to phrase it, the materia) neces- 
sities, on the one hand, — and AVill or Duty or 
Freedom on the other. 

May and Must, and the sense of right and duty, 
on the one hand, and the material necessities on 
the other : May and Must. In vulgar politics the 
"Whig goes for what has been, for the old necessi- 
ties, — the Musts. The reformer goes for thq 
ter, for the ideal good, for the Mays. Ilut each of 
these parties must of necessity take in, in some 
measure, the principles of the other. Each wishes 
to cover the whole ground ; to hold fast and to ad- 
vance. Only, one lays the emphasis on keeping, 
and the other on advancing. I too think the musts 
are a safe company to follow, and even agreeable. 
Bnt if we are Whigs, let us be Whigs of nature 
and science, and so for all the necessities. Let ns 
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know that over ami above all the musts of poverty 
and appetitQ is the instinct of man to lise, and the 
instinct to love and help his brother. 

Now, Gentlemen, I think we have in this hour 
instruction again in the simplest lesson. Events 
roll, millions of men are engaged, and the result is 
the enforcing of some of those first commandments 
which we heard in the nursery. We never get be- 
yond our first lesson, for, really, the world exists, 
as I understand it, to teach tlie science of liberty, 
which begins with liberty from fear. 

Tha events of this month are teaching one thing 
plain and clear, the worthlessness of good tools to 
bad workmen ; that official papers are of no use ; 
resolutions of public meetings, platforms of conven- 
tions, no, nor laws, nor constitutions, any more. 
These are all declaratory of the will of the moment, 
and are passed with more levity and on grounds far 
lesaJionorable than ordinary business transactions 
of the street. 

You relied on the constitution. It has not the 
word slave in it; and very good argument has 
shown that it would not warrant the crimes that are 
done un(|pr it; that, with provisions so vague for 
. an object not named, and wliich could not be availed 
of to claim a barrel of sugar or a barrel of com, — 
the robbing of a man and of all his posteiuty is ef- 
fected. You relied on the Sn>reme Court. The 



220 LECTURE Oy THE 

law was right, excellent law for the lambs. But 
what if unhappily the judges were chosen from the 
wolves, and give to all tho law a wolfish interpretar 
tion ? You relied on tlie Missouri Compromise. 
That is ridden over. You relied on State sover- 
eignty in the Free States to protect their citizens. 
They are driven with contempt out of the courts^ 
and out of the territory of the Slave States, — if 
they are so happy as to get out with their lives, — 
and now you relied on these dismal guaranties in- 
famously made in 1850 ;* and, before the body of 
W ebster is yet crumbled, it is found tliat they have 
cnmibled. This eternal moniunent of his fame and 
of tibe Union is rotten in four years. They are no 
gTiaranty to the Free States. They are a guaranty 
to the Slave States that, as they have hitherto met 
with no repulse, they shall meet with none. 

I fear there is no reliance to be put on any kind 
or form of covenant, no, not on sacred forms, ^pne 
on chtirches, none on bibles. For one would have' 
said that a Christian would not keep slaves; — but 
the Christians keep slaves. Of course they will not 
dare to read the Bible ? Won’t they ? They quote 
the Bible, quote Paul, quote Christ to justify slav- 
ery. If slavery is good, then is lying, theft, arson, 
homicide, each and all good, and to be maintained 
by Union societies. 

These things show that no forms, neither ponsti- 
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:tutions, nor laws, nor covenants, nor churclies, nor 
bibles, are of any use in themselves. The Devil 
nestles conifo'.’tably into them all. There is no help 
but in the heacl and heai't and hamstrings of a man. 
Covenants are of no use without honest men to keep 
them ; laws of none, but with loyal citizens to obey 
them. To interpret Christ it needs Christ in the 
heart. The teachings of the Spirit can be appre- 
hended only by the same spirit that gave them 
forth. To make good the cause of Freedom, you 
must draw off from all foolish trust in others. You 
must be citadels and warriors, yourselves, declara- 
tions of Independence, the charter, tlie battle and 
the victory. Cromwell said, “We can only resist 
the superior training of the King’s soldiers, by en- 
listing godly men.” And no man has a right to 
hope that tlie laws of New York Avill defend him 
from the contamination of slaves another day until 
he has made up his niiiid that he will not owe his 
J^tection To the laws of New York, but to his own 
sense and spirit. Then he protects New York. He 
only who is able to stand alone is qualified for so- 
ciety. And that I understand to be the end for 
which a soul exists in this world, — to be himself 
the counfierbalance of all falsehood and all wrong. 
“ The army of unright is encamped from pole to 
pole, but the road of victory is known to the just.” 
Everything may be taken away«; he may be poor, 
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ho may be houseless, yet he will kuow out of lua 
arms to make a pillow, and out of his breast a bob 
ster. Why have the minority no influence ? Be- 
cause they have not a real minority of one. 

I conceive that thus to detach a man and make 
him feel tliat he is to owe all to himself, is the way 
to make liim strong and rich ; and here the opti- 
mist must find, if anywhere, the benefit of Slavery. 
We have many teachers ; we are in this world for 
culture, to be instructed in realities, in tiie laws of 
moral and intelligent mature ; and our education is 
not conducted by toys and luxuries, but by austere 
and rugged master’s, by poverty, solitude, passions, 
W^, Slavery; to know that Paradise is under the 
shadow of swords; that divine sentiments which 
are always soliciting us are breathed into us from 
on high, and are an offset to a Universe of suffer- 
ing ^d crime; that self-reliance, the height and 
perfection of man, is reliance on God. The in- 
sjight of the religious sentiment will disclose to'fijEu. 
unexpected aids in the nature of things. The Per- 
sian Saadi said, “Beware of hurting the orphan. 
When the orphan sets a-crying, the throne of the 
Almighiy is rocked from side to side.” 

Whenever a man has come to this mind j 
there is no Church for him but his believing 
prayer ; no Constitution but his dealing well and 
justly with his neighbor; no liberty but his inviuci- 
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ble will to do right, — then cei-tain aids and allies 
will promptly appear: for the constitution of the 
Universe is on his side. It is of no use to vote 
down gravitation or morals. What is useful will 
last, whilst that which is huiiiful to tlie world will 
sink beneath all the opposing forces which it miist 
exasperate. The teiTor which the Marseillaise 
struck into oppression, it thunders again to-day. 
Tout eat soldat pour vous comhcittre. Eveij^thing 
that can walk turns soldier to fight you down. The 
end for which man was nfitde is not crime in any 
form, and a man cannot steal without incurring 
the penalties of the thief, though all the legislatures 
vote that it is virtuous, and though there be a gen- 
eral conspiracy among scholars and official persons 
to hold him up, and to say, “ Nothing is good but 
stealing.’* A man who commits a crime defeats 
the end of his existence. He was created for ben- 
efit, and he exists for harm; and as well-doing 
makes power and wisdom, HI -doing takes tliem 
away. A man who steals another man’s labor 
steals away his own faculties ; his integrity. Ins hii- 
manity is flowing away from him. The habit of 
oppression cuts out the moral eyes, and, though the 
intellect ^>es on simulating the moral as before, its 
sanity is gradually destroyed. It takes away tlie 
presentiments. 

1 suppose in general this is allowed, tliat if you 
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have a uiee question of right anil wrong, you would 
not go with it to Louis Napoleon, or to a political 
hack ; or to a slave-drivci*. The habit of mind of 
traders in power would not be esteemed favorable 
to delicate moral perception. American slavery 
affords no exception to this nUe. No excess of 
good -nature or of tenderness in individuals has 
been able to give a new chaiacter to the system, to 
tear down the whipping-house. The plea that the 
negro is an inferior race sounds very oddly in my 
ear in the mouth of a sfavc-holder. The mastei’s 
of slaves seem generally anxious to prove tl^at they 
are not of a race superior in any noble quality to 
the meanest of their bondmen.” And indeedjvhen 
the Southerner points to the anatomy of the negro, 
and talks of chimpanzee, — I recall Montesquieu’s 
remark, “ It will not do to say that negroes are 
men, lest it should turn out that whites are 

Slavery is disheartening; but Nature is not so 
helpless but it can rid itself at last of every wrong. 
But the spasms of Nature are centuries and ages, 
and will tax the faith of short-lived men. Slowly, 
slowly the Avenger comes, but comes surely. The 
proverbs of the nations affirm these delays, but af- 
firm the arrival. They say, God may consent^ 
but not forever.” The delay of the Divine Justice 
— this was the meaning and soul of the Greek 
Tragedy ; tl^is the’^soul of their religion. There 
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has come, too, oue to whom lurking warfare is dear, 
Ketribution, with a soul full of wiles ; a violator^ of 
liospitality ; guileful without the g^iilt of guile ; 
limping, late in her amval.” They said of the 
happiness of the unjust, that “ at its close it begets 
itself an offspring and does not die childless, and 
instead of good fortune, there sprouts forth for pos- 
terity ever-ravening calamity : ” 

“ Fop evil word shall evil- word be said, 

For inurder-stroke a murder-stroke be paid. - 
Who smites must smartf ’ 

These ^delays, you see them now in the temper of 
the times. The national sj>irit in this country is so 
drowsy, pre-occupied with interest, deaf to principle. 
The Anglo-Saxon race is proud and strong and self- 
ish. They believe only in Anglo-Saxons. In 1825 
Greece found America deaf, Poland found America 
deaf, Ityly and Hungary found her deaf. England 
maintyins trade, not liberty; stands against Greece; 
a^inst Hungary ; against Schleswig Holstein ; 
against the French Eepublic, whilst it was a re- 
public. 

To faint hearts the times offer no invitation, and 
torpor exist| here throughout the active classes on 
the subject of domestic slavery and its appalling 
a^^^ressions. Ye.s, that is the stem edict of Provi- 
dence, that liberty shall be no hasty fruit, but that 
event on event, population on p^ulalaon, age on 
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age, shall cast itself into the opposite scale, and not 
Ttntil liberty has slowly accumulated weight enough 
to countervail and preponderate against all this, 
can the snfiicieut recoil come. All the great cities, 
all the refined circles, all the statesmen, Guizot, 
Palmerston, Webster, Calhoun, are sure to bo 
found befriending liberty with their words, and 
crushing it with their votes. Liberty is nevei^ 
cheap. It is made difficult, because freedom is the 
accomplishment and perfectness of man. He is .a 
finished man ; earning' and bestowing good ; equal 
to the world ; at home in nature and dignifying 
that; the sun does not sec anything nobler, and 
has nothing to teach him. Therefore mountains 
of difficidty must be surmounted, stem trials met, 
wiles of seduction, dangers, healed by a quarantine 
of calamities to measure his strength before he dare 
say, I am free. 

Whilst the inconsistency of slavery with the prin- 
ciples on which the world is built guarantees'ite 
downfall, I own that the patience it requires is 
almost too sublime for mortals, and seems to de- 
mand of us more than mere hoping. And when 
one sees how fast the rot spreads, — it is growing 
serious — I think we demand ‘of superior mmi that 
they be superior in this, — that the mind and tiie 
virtue shall give their verdict in their day, and ac- 
celerate so far the progress of oivUizarion. Fossesr 
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sion is sure to throw its stupid strength for exist* 
ing power, and appetite and ambition will go for 
that. Let the aid of virtue, intelligence and educa- 
tion be cast where they rightfully belong. They 
are organically ours. Let them be loyal to their 
own. 1 wish to see the instructed class here know 
their own flag, and not fire on their comrades. We 
should not forgive the clergy for taking on every 
issue the immoral side ; nor the Bench, if it put 
itself on the side of the culjjrit ; nor the Govern- 
ment, if it sustain the mob gainst the laws. 

It is a potent support and ally to a brave man 
standing single, or wi^h a few, for the right, and 
out-voted and ostracized, to know that better men. 
in other parts of the country appreciate the service 
and will rightly report him to his own and the- 
next age. Without this assurance, he will sooner 
sink. He may well say. If my countrymen do not 
cai'e to be defended, I too will decline the contro- 
vefty, from Vhich I only reap invectives and ha- 
tred. Yet the lovers of liberty may with reason- 
tax tlie coldness and indifferentism of scholars and 
literary men. They are lovers of liberty in Greece 
and Borne, and in the English Commonwealth, but 
they are lukewarm lovers of the Uberty of America 
in 1854. The Universities are not, as in Hobbes’s 
time, ** the core of rebellion,” no, but the seat of in- 
ertness. They have forgotten theip allegiance to 
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the Muse, aud grown worldly and political. I lis- 
tened, lately, on one of those occasions when the 
University chooses one of its- distinguished sons 
I'etimiing from the jK>litical arena, believing that 
Senatoro and Statesmen would be glad to throw off 
the harness and to dip again in the Castalian pools. 
But if audiences foiget themselves, statesmen do 
not. The low bows to all the crockery gods of the 
day were duly made: — only in one part of the 
discourse the orator allowed to transpiro ratlier 
against his will a littld sober sense. It was this. 
‘ I am us you see a man vh-tuously inclined, and 
only coriupted by my pi'oifession of politics. I 
should prefer the right side. You, gentlemen of 
these literary and scientific schools, and the impor- 
tant class you represent, have the power to make 
your verdict clear and prevailing. Had you done 
so, you woidd have found me its glad organ and 
champion. Abstractly, I should have preferred 
that side. But you have not done it*. YoiTl^ve 
not spoken out. You have failed to arm me. I 
can only deal with masses as 1 find them. Ab- 
stractions are not for me. I go then for such 
parties and opinions as have provided me with a 
working apparatus. I give you my word, not with- 
out regret, that I was first for you ; and though I 
am now to deny and condemn you, you see it is 
not my will 'but the parly necessity.’ Having 
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made tliis manifesto and professed his adoration 
for liberty in the time of his grandfathers, he pro- 
ceeded with his work of denouncing freedom and 
freemen at the present day, much in the tone and 
spirit in which Lord Bacon prosecuted his bene- 
factor Essex. lie denounced every name and as- 
pect under which liberty and progress dare show 
themselves in this age and country, but with a lin- 
gering conscience which qualified each sentence 
with a recommendation to mercy. 

But J put it to every noble and generous spirit, 
to every^poetic, every heroic, every religious heart, 
that not so is oitr learning, our education, our po- 
etry, our worship to be declared. Liberty is ag- 
gressive, Liberty is the Crusade of all brave and 
conscientious men, the Epic Poetry, the new relig- 
ion, the chivalry of all gentlemen. This is the op- 
pressed Lady whom true knights on their oath and 
honor must rescue and save. 

^ow at last we are disenchanted and shall have 
no more false hopes. I respect the Anti-Slavery 
Society. It is the Cassandra that has foretold all 
that has befallen, fact for fact, years ago ; foretold 
all, and no man laid it to heart. It seemed, as the 
Turks say, Fate makes that a man should not be- 
lieve his own eyes.” But the Fugitive Law did 
much to imglue the eyes of men, and now the Ne- 
braska Bin leaves staring. The Anti-Slavery 
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Society will add many members this year. The 
Whig Party will join it ; the Democrats will join 
it. The population of the Fi*ee States will join it. 
I doubt not, at last, the Slave States Avill join it. 
But be that sooner or later, and whoever comes or 
stays away, I hope we have reached the end of our 
unbelief, have come to a belief that there is a di- 
Arine Providence in the world, which Avdll not save 
ns but through our own co-operation. 



THE ASSAULT UPON MR. SUMNER. 

SnCEClI AT A MEETING OF THE CITIZENS IN THE TOWN HALL, 
IN CONCORD, MAY 26. 1856. 




THE ASSAULT UPON MR. SUMNER. 


Mr. ChairjMan: — I sympathize heartily with 
tbe spirit of the resolutions. The events of the last 
few years and months and days have taught us the 
lessons of centuries. I d<f not see how a barbarous 
community and a civilized community can constitute 
one State. I tliink ^^e must get rid of slavery, or 
we must get rid of freedom. Life has not parity 
of value in the free state and in the slave state. In 
one, it is adorned with education, with skilful la- 
bor, with arts, with long prospective interests, witli 
sacred family ties, with honor and justice. In the 
other, life is a fever ; man is an animal, given to 
^asure, ffivolous, irritable, spending his days in 
hunting and practising with deadly weapons to de- 
fend himfiftlf against his slaves and against his com- 
panions brought up in the same idle and danger- 
ous way. Such people live for the moment, they 
bdve properly no future, and readily risk on every 
passion a life which is of small value to tiiemselves 
or to others. Many years ago, when Mr. Webster 
was challenged in W ashiugton t® a duel by one of 
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these madcaps, his friends came forward witli 
prompt good sense and said such a thing was not 
to be thought of ; Mr. Webster’s life was the prop- 
erty of his friends and of the whole country, and 
was not to be risked on the turn of a vagabond’s 
ball. Life and life are incommensiurate. The 
whole State of South Carolina does not now offer 
one or any number of persons who ai'e to be 
weighed for a moment in the scale with such a per- 
son as the meanest of them all lias now struck down. 
The very conditions of *the game must always be, 
— the worst life staked against the best. It is the 
best whom tliey desire to kill It is only when tlicy 
cannot answer your reasons, that they wish to knock 
you down. If, therefore, Massachusetts could send 
to the Senate a better man than Mr. Sumner, his 
death would be only so much the more quick and 
certain. Now, as men’s bodily strength, or skill 
with knives and guns, is not usually in proportion 
to their knowledge and mother-wit, but oftener in 
the inverse ratio, it will only do to send foolish per- 
sons to Washington, if yon wish them to' be safe. 

The outrage is the more shocking from the singu- 
larly pure character of its victim. Mr. Sumner’s 
position is exceptional in its honor. He had not 
taken his degrees in the caucus and in hack politics. 
It is notorious that, in the long time wh^ his elec- 
tion was pending,* he refused to take a single st^ 
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, to secure it. He would not so much as go up to 
the State House to shake hands with this or that 
person whose good will was reckoned important by 
his friends. He was elected. It was a homage to 
cliaracter and talent. In Congress, he did not rush 
into party position. He sat long silent and studi- 
ous. His friends, I remember, were told that they 
would find Sumner a man of tbe world like the 
rest ; * ’t is quite impossible to be at Washington 
and not bend ; he will bend as the rest have done.* 
Well, he did not bend. iHe took his position and 
kept it. He meekly bore the cold shoulder from 
some of his New Migland colleagues, the hatred 
of his enemies, the pity of the indifferent, cheered 
by the love and respect of good men with whom 
he acted ; and has stood for the North, a little in 
advance of all the North, and therefore without 
adequate support. He has never faltered in his 
maintenance of justice and freedom. He has gone 
beyond the large expectation of his friends in his in- 
creasing ability and his manlier tone. I have heard 
that some of his political friends tax him with indo- 
lence or negligence in refusing to make electioneer- 
ing speeches, or other^se to bear his part in the 
labor which party-organization requires. I say it 
to his honor. But more to his honor are the faults 
which his enemies lay to his charge. I think, Sir, 
if Mr. Sumner had any vices, should be Iffcely 
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to Hear of them. They have fastened their eyes 
like microscopes for five years on every act, word, 
manner and movement, to find a flaw, — and witli 
what result ? His opponents accuse him neither of 
drimkeimess, nor dcbaucheiy, nor job, nor specula- 
tion, nor rapacity, nor personal aims of any kind. 
No; but with what? "Why, beyond this charge, 
whidi it is impossible was over sincerely made, that 
he broke over the proprieties of debate, I find him 
accused of publishing his opinion of the Nebraska 
conspiracy in a letter to *the people of the United 
States, with discoiu'tesy. Then, that he is an abo- 
litionist; as if every sane human being were not 
an abolitionist, or a believer that all men should be 
free. And the third crime he stands charged with, 
is, that his speeches were written before they were 
spoken ; which of course must be true in Sumner’s 
* case, as it was true of Webster, of Adams, of Cal- 
hoim, of Bm*ke, of Chatham, of Demosthenes ; of 
every first-rate speaker that ever lived. It is the 
high compliment he pays to the intelligence of the 
Senate and of the country. When the same re- 
proach was cast on the first orator of ancient times 
by some caviler of his day, he said, “ I ^should be 
ashamed to come with one unconsidered word be- 
fore such an assembly.” Mr. Chairman, when 1 
think of these most small faults as the worst which 
party hatred could allege, 1 think I may borrow 
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the language which Bishop Burnet applied to Sir 
Isaac Newton, and say that Charles Sumner “ has 
tlie whitest soul I ever knew.” 

Well, sir, this noble head, so comely and so wise, 
must be the target for a pair of bullies to beat with 
clubs. The murderer’s brand shall stamp their fore- 
heads wherever they may wander in the earth. But 
I wish, sir, that the high respects of this meeting 
shall be expressed to Mr. Sumner ; that a copy of 
the resolutions that have been read may be for- 
warded to him. I wish tliUt he may know the shud- 
der of terror which ran through all this community 
on the first tidings o4 this brutal attack. Let him 
hear that every man of worth in New England 
loves his virtues ; that every mother thinks of him 
as the protector of families; that every friend of 
freedom thinks him the friend of freedom. And if 
our arms at tliis distance cannot defend him from ' 
assassins, we confide the defence of a life so pre- 
vious, to all honorable men and true patriots, and 
to the Almighty Maker of men. 




SPEECH 

AT THE KANSAS RELIEF MBETIXa IN CAMBRIDGE, WEDNESDAY 
EVENING, SEPTEMBER 10, 1850. 




SPEECH ON AFFAIKS IN KANSAS. 


I REGRET, witfi all this company, the absence of 
Mr. Whitman of Kansas, whose narrative was to 
constitute tlie interest of this meeting. Mr. Whit- 
man is not here ; but knowing, as we all do, why 
he is not, what duties kept him at home, he is more 
than present. His ^^ant chair speaks for him. 
For quite other reasons, I had been wiser to have 
stayed at home, unskilled as I am to address a po- 
litical meeting, but it is impossible for the most re- 
cluse to extricate himself from the questions of the 
times. 

There is this peculiarity about the case of Kan- 
sas, that a^ the right is on one side. We hear the 
screams of hunted wives and children answered by 
the howl of the butchers. The testimony of the 
telegraphs from St. Louis and the border confirm 
the worst details. The printed letters of the bor- 
der ruffians avow the facts. When pressed to look 
at the cause of the mischief in the Kansas laws, the 
President falters and declines the discussion ; but 
his supporters in the Senate, Mr. Cass, Mr. Geyer, 

VOL. XL 16 



242 SPEECH ON AFFAIRS IN KANSAS. 

Mr. Hunter, speak out, and declare the intolerable 
atrocity of the code. It is a maxiin that aU party 
spirit produces the iucapacity to receive natural im- 
pressions from facts ; and our recent political history 
has abundantly borne out the maxim. But these de- 
tails that have come from Kansas are so horrible, 
that the hostile press have but one word in reply, 
namely, that it is all exaggeration, ’t is an Aboli' 
tion lie. Do the Committee of Investigation say 
that the outrages have been overstated? Docs 
their dismal catalogue of private tragedies show it? 
Do the private letters ? Is it an exaggeration, that 
Mr. Hopps of Somerville, Mr. Hoyt of Deerfield, 
Mr. Jennison of Groton, Mr'. Phillips of Berkshire, 
have been murdered? That Mr. Bobinson of 
Fitchburg* has been impnsoned? Rev. Mr. Nute 
of Springfield seized, and up to this time we have 
no tidings of his fate ? 

In these calamities under which they suffer, and 
the worse which threaten them, the people of Kan- 
sas ask for bread, clothes, arms and men, to save 
them alive, and enable them to stand against these 
onemies of the human race. They have a right to 
be helped, for they have helped themselves. 

This aid must be sent, and this is not to be doled 
out as an ordinary charity ; but bestowed up to the 
magnitude of the want, and, as has been elsewhere 
said, “ on the sc^le of a national action.’* I think 
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we are to g^ve largely, lavishly, to these men. 
And we must prepare to do it. We must learn to 
do with less, live in a smaller tenement, sell our 
apple-trees, our acres, our pleasant houses. I know 
people who are making haste to i^nce their ex- 
penses and pay their debts, not with a view to new 
accumulations, but in preparation to save and earn 
for the benefit of the Kansas emigrants. 

We must have aid from individuals, — we must 
also have aid from the State. I know that the last 
Xiegislature refused tliat aid. I know that lawyers 
hesitate on technical grounds, and wonder what 
method *of relief the Legislature will apply. But 
I submit that, in a caSe like this, where citizens of 
Massachusetts, legal voters here, have emigrated to 
national territory under tlie sanction of every law, 
and are then set on by highwaymen, driven from 
their new homes, pillaged, and numbeie of them 
killed and scalped, and the whole world knows that 
this is no aAiidental brawl, but a systematic war to 
the knife, and in defiance of all laws and liberties, 
X submit that the Gb)vemor and Legislature should 
neither slumber nor sleep till they have foimd out 
how to send effectual aid and comfort to these poor 
famiets, or else should resign their seats to those 
who can. But first let them hang the halls of the 
State |Iouse with black crape, and order funeral 
service to be said there foi* the citizens whom they 
were unable to defend. 
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We stick at the technical difficulties. I think 
there never was a people so choked and stultified 
by forms. We adore the forms of law, instead of 
making them vehicles of wisdom and justice. I 
like the primary assembly. I own I have little es- 
teem for governments. I esteem them only good 
in the moment when they are established. I set 
the private man first. lie only who is able to stand 
alone is qualifietl to be a citizen. Next to the pri- 
vate man, I value the primary assembly, met ta 
watch the government 'and to correct it. That is 
the theory of the American State, that it exists to 
execute the >vill of the citizens, is always responsi- 
ble to them, and is always 'to be changed when it 
does not. First, the private citizen, then the pri- 
mary assembly, and the government last. 

In this country for the last few years the govern- 
ment has been the chief obstruction to the common 
weal. Who doubts that Kansas would have been 
very well settled, if the United States hail letwt 
alone ? The gqvcrmnent armed and led the ruffians 
against the poor farmers. I do not know any story 
so gloomy as the politics of this country for the 
last twenty years, centralizing ever more manifestly 
round one spring, and tliat a vast crime, and ever- 
more plainly, until it is notorious that all promo- 
tion, power and policy are dictated from one source, 
illustrating tide fatal effects of a false position 
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to demoralize legislation and put the best people 
always at a disadvantage ; — one crime always pres- 
ent, always to be varnished over, to find fine names 
for ; and we free-statesmen, as accomplices to the 
guilt, ever in the power of tlie grand offender. 

Language has lost its meaning in the universal 
cant. Representative Government is really mis- 
representative ; Union is a conspiracy against the 
Northern States which the Northern States are to 
have the privilege of paying for ; the adding of 
CJviha and Central America to the slave marts is 
enlarging the area of Freedom. Manifest Des- 
tinyt Democracij^ Freedom., fine names for an ugly 
thing. They call it otto of rose and lavender, — I 
call it bilge water. They call it Chivalry and 
Freetlom ; I call it the stealing all the earnings of 
a poor man and the earnings of his little girl and 
bo}’-, and the earnings of all that shall come from 
him, his children’s children forever. 

But this % Union, and this is Democracy ; and 
our poor people, led by the nose by these fine 
words, dance and sing, ring bells and fire cannon, 
with every new link of the chain which is forged 
for their liqibs by the plotters in the Capitol. 

What are the results of law and union ? There 
is no Union. Can any citizen of Massachusetts 
travel in honor through Kentucky and Alabama 
and speak his mind? Or can any citizen of the 
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Southern country who happens to think kidnapping’ 
a bad thing, say so? Let Mr. Underwpod of Viiv 
ginia answer. Is it to be supposed tliat there are 
no men in Carolina who dissent from the popular 
sentiment now reigning there? It must happen,, 
in the variety of human opinions, that there are 
dissenters. They are silent as ,the grave. Are 
there no women in that country, — women, who al- 
ways carry the conscience of a people ? Yet we 
have not heard one discordant whisper. 

In the free States, we pve a snivelling support 
to slavery. The judges give cowardly ia,terpreta- 
tions to the law, in direct opposition to the known 
foundation of all law, that even/ immoral statute 
is void. And here of Kansas, the President says : 
“ Let the complainants go to the courts ; ” though 
he knows that when the poor plundered farmer 
cornea to the court, he finds the ringleader who has 
robbed him, dismounting from his own horse, and 
imbnckling his knife to sit as his judge. 

The President told the Elansas Committee that 
the whole difficulty grew from “ the factious spirit 
of the Kansas people, respecting institutions which 
they need not have concerned themselves aboiit.”^ 
A very remarkable speech from a Democratic Pres- 
ident to his fellow citizens, that they are not to 
concern themsdves with institutions which they 
alone are create and determine. The President 
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is a la^vyer, and should know the statutes of the 
laud. But 1 borrow the language of an eminent 
man, used long since, with far less occasion : ‘‘ If 
that be law, let the ploughshare be run under the 
foundations of the Capitol ; ” — and if that be Gov- 
ernment, extirpation is the only cure. ‘ 

I am glad to see that the terror at disunion and 
anarchy is disappearing. Massachusetts, in its he- 
i*oic day, had no government — was an anarchy.. 
Every man stood on his own feet, was his own gov- 
ernor } and there was no bteach of peace from Cape 
Cod to Mount Hoosac. California, a few years 
ago, by the testimony of all people at that time in 
the country, had the best government that ever ex- 
isted. Pans of gold lay drying outside of every 
man’s tent, in perfect security. The land was meas- 
ured into little strips of a few feet wide, all side by 
side. A bit of ground that your hand could cover 
was worth one or two hvmdred dollars, on the edge 
t)f your sttip; and there was no dispute. Every 
man throughout the coimtry was armed with knife 
mid revolver, and it was known that instant justice 
would be administered to each offence, and perfect 
peace reig;ned. For the Saxon man, when he is 
well awake, is not a pirate but a citizen, all made 
of hooks and eyes, and links himself naturally to 
his brothers, as bees hook themselves to one an- 
other and to their queen in a lo^al sw'arm. 
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But the hour is coming when the strongest will 
not be strong enough. A harder task will the new 
revolution of the nineteenth century be, than was 
the revolution of the eighteenth century. I think 
the American Revolution bought its glory cheap. 
If the problem was new, it was simple. If there 
were few people, they were united,^ and the enemy 
3,000 miles off. But now, vast propei-ty, gigantic 
interests, family connections, webs of pax’ty, cover 
the land with a network tliat immensely multiplies 
the dangers of war. 

Fellow Citizens, in these times full of the, fate of 
the Republic, I think the towns should hold town 
meetings, and resolve themselves into Committees 
of Safety, go into i>ermanent sessions, adjourning 
from week to W'eek, from month to month. I wish 
we could send the Sergeant-at-arms to stop every 
American who is about to leave the country. Send 
home every one who is abroad, lest they should 
find no country to return to. Come home and stay 
at home, while there is a country to save. When 
it is lost it will be time enough then for any w'ho 
are luckless enough to remain alive to gather up 
tbeir clothes and depart to some land virhere free- 
dom exists. 



REMARKS 


AT A MEETING FOR TUB RELIEF OP THE FAMILY OF JOHN 
BROWN, AT TREMONT TEMPLE, BOSTON, 
NOVEMBER 18, 1859. 




JOHN BROWN: SPEECH AT BOSTON. 


Mr. Chairman and Fellow Citizens : 

I sLare tbe S3'nipathy and sorrow which have 
brought us together. Gentlemen who have pre- 
ceded me have well said that no wall of separation 
coiild here exist. This commanding event which 
has brought us together, eclipses all others which 
have occurred for a long time in our history, and I 
am very glad to see that this sudden interest in the 
hero of Harper’s Ferry has provoked an extreme cu- 
riosity in all parts of the Republic, in regard to the 
details of his history. Every anecdote is eagerly ' 
sought, and I do not wonder that gentlemen find 
traits of relation readily between him and them- 
selves. One finds a relation in the church, another 
in the profession, another in the place of his birth. 
He was happily a representative of the American 
Republic. Captain John Brovm is a farmer, the 
fifth in descent from Peter Brown, who came to 
Plymouth in the Mayflower, in 1620. All the six 
have been farmers. His grandfather, of Simsbury, 
in Connecticut, was a captain !n the Revolution. 
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His father, largely interested as a raiser of stock, 
became a contractor to supply the army with beef, 
in the wai* of 1812, and oui* Captain John Brown, 
then a boy, vsith his father, was present and wit- 
nessed the surrender of General Hull. He cher- 
ishes a gi’eat respect for his father, as a man of 
strong character, and his respect is probably just. 
For himself, he is so ti’ansparent that all men 
see him through. He is a man to make friends 
wherever on earth coiu*age and integi’ity are es- 
teemed, the rarest of heroes, a pure idealist, with 
no by-ends of his own. Many of you have seen 
him, and every one who has heard him speak has 
been impressed alike by his simple, artless good- 
ness, joined with Ids sublime courage. He joins 
that perfect Puritan faith winch brought his fifth 
ancestor to Plymouth Kock, with his grandfather’s 
ardor in the Revolution. He believes in two arti- 
cles — two instruments shall I say? — the Golden 
Rule and the Declaration of Independence ; and h^ 
used this expression in conversation here concern- 
ing them, “ Better that a whole generation of men, 
women and children should pass away by a violent 
death, than that one word of either should be vio- 
lated in this country.” There is a Unionist, — 
there is a strict constructionist for you. He be- 
lieves in the Union of the States, and he conceives 
that the only obstruction to the Union is Slaveiy, 
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and for that reason, as a patriot, he works for its 
abolition. The Governor of Virginia has pro- 
nounced his eulogy in a manner that discredits the 
moderation of our timid parties. His own speeches 
to the court have interested the nation in him. 
What magnanimity, and what innocent pleading, 
as of childhood ! You remember his words: “If I 
had interfered Ih behalf of the rich, the powerful, 
the intelligent, the so-called great, or any of their 
friends, parents, wives, or children, it would all have 
been right. But I bclievff that to have interfered 
as I have done, for the despised poor, was not 
wrong, *but right.” 

It is easy to see what a favorite be wiU be with 
history, which plays such pranks with temporary 
reputations. Nothing can resist the sympathy 
which all elevated minds must feel with Brown, 
and through them the whole civilized world ; and * 
if he must sufEer, he must drag official gentlemen 
into an immortality most undesirable, and of which 
they have already some disagreeable forebodings. 
Indeed, it is the reductio ad ahsurdum of Slav^ery, 
when the Governor of Virginia is forced to hang a 
man whom he declares to be a man of the most in- 
tegrity, truthfulness and courage he Iras ever met. 
Is that the kind of man the gallows is built for ? 
It were bold to affirm that there is within that 
broad Commonwealth, at this moment, another citi- 
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zen as wortJiy to live, and as deserving of all pub* 
lie and private honor, as tliis poor prisoner. 

But we are here to think of relief for the family 
of John Brown. To my eyes, tbat family looks 
very Imrge ami very needy of relief. It comprises 
his brave fellow-sufferers in the Charlestown Jail; 
the fugitives still hunted in the mountains of Vir- 
^niaand Pennsylvania ; the s^'mpatbizers with him 
in all the States ; and I may say, almost every man 
who loves the Golden Buie and the Declaration of 
Independence, like him,~and who sees what a tiger’s 
thirst threatens him in the malignity of public sen- 
timent in the Slave States. It seems to me that a 
common feeling joins the people of Massachusetts 
with him. 

I said John Brown was an idealist. He believed 
in his ideas to that extent that he existed to put 
them all into action ; he said, he did not believe 
in moral suasion, he believed in putting the thing 
through.” He saw how deceptive the forms arc. 
We fancy, in Massachusetts, that we are free; yet 
it seems the Government is quite unreliable. Great 
wealth, great population, men of talent in the Ex- 
ecutive, on the Bench, — all the forms right, — and 
yet, life and freedom are not safe. Why? Be- 
causeHhe judges rely on the forms, and do not, like 
John Brown, use their eyes to see the fact behind 
the forms. The^ assume that the United States 
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can protect its witness or its prisoner. And, in 
]M^U3saclin8etts, that is true, but the moment he is 
carried out of the bounds of Massachusetts, the 
United States, it is notorious, afford no protection 
at all ; the Government, the judges, are an enven- 
omed party, and give such protection as they give 
in Utah to honest citizens, or in Kansas ; such pro- 
tection as they gaVe to their own Commodore Pauld- 
ing, when he was simple enough to mistake the for- 
mal instructions of his Government for their real 
meaning. The state judg^ fear collision between 
their two allegiances ; but there are worse evils than 
collision*; namely, the doing substantial injustice. 
A good man will see that the use of a judge is to 
secure good government, and where the citizen’s 
weal is imperilled by abuse of the Federal power, 
to use that arm which can secure it, viz., the local 
government. Had that been done on certain calam- 
itous occasions, we should not have seen the honor 
of MassachAsetts trailed in the dust, stained to all 
ages, once and again, by the ill-timed formalism of 
a venerable bench. If judges cannot find law 
enough to maintain the sovereignty of the state, 
and to protect the life and freedom of every inhabi- 
tant not a criminal, it is idle to compliment them , 
as learned and venerable. What avails their leam^ 
ing ,0V veneration ? At a pinch, they are no more 
use than idiots. After the misAiance they wring 
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their hands, Init they had better never have been 
bom. A Veraiont Judge Hutchmson, who has the 
Declaration of Independence in his heart ; a Wis- 
consin judge, who knows tliat laws are for the pro- 
tection of citizens against kidnappers, is worth a 
court house full of lawj'crs so idolatrous of forms as 
to let go the substance. Is any man in Massachu- 
setts so simple as to believe that when a United 
States Court in Virginia, now, in its present reign 
of ten*or, sends to Connecticut, or New York, or 
Massachusetts, for a witness, it wants him for a 
witness ? No ; it wants him for a party ; it wants 
him for meat to slaughter and eat. And'5'our ha- 
beas corpus is, in any way ift which it has been, or, 
I fear, is likely to be used, a nuisance, and not a 
protection ; for it takes away his right reliance on 
himself, and the natural assistance of his friends 
and fellow-citizens, by offering him a form wliich 
is a piece of paper. 

But I am detaining the meeting on Uiatters which 
others understand better. I hope, then, that in ad- 
ministering relief to John Brown’s family, we shall 
remember all those whom his fate concerns, all who 
are in sympathy with him, and not forget to aid 
him in the best way, by securing freedohi and inde- 
pendence in Massachusetts. 
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Hr. Chairman : 

I hav^ been struck with one fact, that the best 
orators who have added their praise to his fame, — 
and I need not go out of this house to find the 
purest eloquence in the country, — have one rival 
who comes off a little better, and that is John 
Brown.* Every thing that is said, of him leaves 
people a little dissatisfied ; but as soon as they read 
his own speeches and letters they are heartily con- 
tented, — such is the singleness of purpose which 
justifies him to the head and the heart of all. 
Taught by this experience, I mean, in the few re- 
marks I have to make, to cling to his history, or let 
him speak for himself. 

John Brown, the founder of liberty in Kansas, 
was bom in Tbrrington, Litchfield County, Conn., 
in 1800. When he was five years old his father 
emigrated to Ohio, and the boy was there set to 
keep shee^r and to look after cattle and dress skins ; 
he went bareheaded and barefooted, and clothed in 
buckskin. He said that he loved rough play, could 
never have rough play enough^ could not see a 
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seedy hat without wishing to pull it off. But for 
this it needed that the playmates should be equal ; 
not one in fine clothes and the other in buckskin ; 
not one his own master, hale and hearty, and the 
other watched and whipped. But it chanced that 
in Pennsylvania, where he was sent by his father to 
collect cattle, he fell in with a boy whom he hear* 
^y liked and whom he looked up6n as hi& superior. 
This boy was a slave; he saw him beaten with 
an iron shovel, and otherwise maltreated ; he saw* 
that this boy had nothifig better to look forward to 
in life, whilst he himself was petted and made much 
of ; for he was much considered in the family where 
he then stayed, from the cirdnmstance that this boy 
of twelve years had conducted alone a drove of cat- 
tie a hundred miles. But the colored boy had no 
friend, and no future. This worked such indigna- 
tion in him that he swore an oatii of resistance to 
Slavery as long as he lived. And thus his enter- 
prise to go into Virginia and run off five hundred 
or a thousand slaves was not a piece of spite or re- 
venge, a plot of two years or of twenty years, but 
the keeping of an oatii made to Heaven jmd earth 
forty-seven years before. Forty-seven years at least, 
though I incline to accept his own account of the 
matter at Charlestown, which makes the date a lit- 
tle older, when he said, This was all settied mil- 
lions of years be!fore the world was made.” 
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• He grow up a religious and manly person, in 
severe poverty ; a fair specimen of the best stock 
of New England ; having that force of thought and 
tliat sense of right which are the warp and woof of 
grcaiaiess. Our farmers were Orthodox Calvinists, 
mighty in the Scriptures ; had learned that life was 
a preparation, a “ probation,” to use their word, for 
a higher world, and was to be spent in loving and 
serving niankind. 

Thus was formed a romantic character absolutely 
without any vulgar trait ; living to ideal ends, with- 
out any ^mixture of self-indulgence or compromise^ 
such as lowers the value of benevolent and thought- 
ful 'men we know ; atistemious, refusing luxuries, 
not sourly and reproachfully but simply as unfit for 
his habit ; quiet and gentle as a child in the house. 
And, as happens usually to men of romantic char- 
acter, his fortunes were romantic. Walter ScoM 
would have delighted to draw his picture and trace 
Ifis adventurous career. A shepherd and herds- 
man, he learned the manners of animals, and knew 
the secret signals by which animals commimicate. 
He made his liard bed on the mountains with them ; 
he learned, to drive his flock through thickets all 
but impassable; he had all the skill of a shepherd 
by choice of breed and by wise husbandry to ob- 
tain the best wool, and that for ^ course of years. 
And the anecdotes preserved show a far-seeing skill 
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.and conduct which, in spite of adverse accid^nts^ 
should secure, one year with another, an honest re- 
ward, first to the farmer, and afterwards to the 
dealer. If he kept sheep, it was with a royal mind ^ 
and if he traded in wool, he was a merchant prince,, 
not in the amount of wealth, but in the protection 
of the interests confided to him. 

I am not a little surprised at the easy effrontery 
with which political gentlemen, in and out of Con- 
gress, take it upon them to say that there are not a 
thousand men in the K'orth who sympathize with 
John Brown. It would be far safer and nearer the 

f* 

truth to say that all people, in proportion to their 
sensibility and self-respect, sympathize with him. 
For it is impossible to see courage, and disinter- 
estedness, and the love tliat casts out fear, without 
sympathy. All women are drawn to him by their 
predominance of sentiment. All gentlemen, of 
course, are on his side. I do not mean by gentle- 
men,” people of scented hair and perfumed hand- 
kerchiefs, but men of gentle blood and generosity, 
“fulfilled willi all nobleness,” who, like the Cid,- 
give the outcast leper a share of their bed ; like thie 
dying Sidney, pass the cup of cold water to the 
wounded soldier who needs it more. For what is 
the oath of gentle blood ^d knighthood ? What 
but to protect the weak and lowly against the 
strong oppressor^ 
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Nothing is more absurd than to complain of this 
sympathy, or to complain of a party of men united 
in opposition to Slavery, As well complain of 
gravity, or tlie ebb of tlie' tide. Who makes the 
Abolitionist ? The Slaveholder. The sentiment 
of mercy is the natural recoil which the laws of the 
univeme provide to protect mankind from destruc- 
tion by savage passions. And our blind statesmen 
go up and down, with committees of vigilance and 
safety, hunting for the origin of this new heresy. 
They will need a very vigilant committee indeed 
to find its birthplace, and a very strong force to 
root it but. For the arch- Abolitionist, older than 
Brown, and older than the Shenandoah Mountains, 
is Love, whose other name is Justice, which was 
before Alfred, before Lycurgus, before Slavery, 
and will be after it. 




THEODORE PARKER. 

AN ADDRESS AT IIIE MEMOJIIAL MEETING AT THE MUSIC IIALD, 
BOSTON, JUNE 15, I860. 




THEODORE PARKER. 


At the death bf a good and admirable person, we 
meet to console and animate each other by the ree^ 
ollection of his virtues. 

I have the feeling that bvery man’s biography is 
at his own expense. He furnishes not only the 
facts bitt the report. I mean that all biography is 
autobiography. It is'only what he tells of himself 
that comes to be known and believed. In Plu- 
tarch’s lives of Alexander and Pericles, you have 
the secret whispers of their confidence to their lov- 
ers and trusty friends. For it was each report of > 
this kind that impressed those to whom it was told 
«n a mannet to secure its being told everywhere to 
the best, to those who speak with authority to their 
own times and therefore to ours. For the poUticaL 
rule is a cosmical rule, tliat if a man is not strong 
in his own district, he is not a good candidate else^ 
where. 

He whose voice will not be heard here again» 
could well afford to tell his experiences ; they were 
all honorable to him, and were j^art of the history. 
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of the civ*il and religious Uberty of Ms times, The- 
odore Parker was a son of the soil, charg^ with 
the energy of New England, strong, eager, inquisi- 
tive of knowledge, of a diligence tliat never tired, 
Tipright, of a haughty independence, yet the gentlest 
of companions ; a man of study, fit for a man of 
the world; with decided opinions and plenty of 
^wer to state them ; rapidly pushing his studies so 
far as to leave few men qualified to sit as his critics. 
He elected Ms part of duty, or accepted nobly that 
assigned him in Ms rare constitution. Wonderful 
acquisition of knowledge, a rapid wit that heard all, 
and welcomed all that came, by seeing its bearing. 
Such was the largeness of his reception of facts and 
his skill to employ them, that it looked as if he 
were some President of CouncU to whom a score of 
telegraphs were ever bringing in reports ; and his 
' information would have been excessive, but ^pr the 
noble use he made of it ever in the interest of hu- 
manity. He had a strong understanding, a logi(^ 
method, a love for facts, a rapid eye for their his- 
toric relations, and a skill in stripping them of tear 
tiitional lustres. He had a sprightly fancy, and of- 
ten amused Mmself with throwing his meaning into 
pretty apologues; yet we can hardly ascribe to his 
mind the poetic element, though his soholarsMp had 
him a reader and quoter of verses. A little 
inore feeling the poetic rignificance of Ms facto 
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would have disqualified him for some of his severer 
offices to his generation. The old religions have a 
charm for most minds which it is a little uncanny 
to disturb. is sometimes a question, shall we not 
leave them to 'decay without rude shocks? I re- 
member that I found some harshness in his treat- 
ment both of Greek and of Hebrew antiquity, and 
sympathized witli the pain of many good people in 
his auditory, whilst 1 acquitted him, of course, of 
any wish to be flippant. He came at a time when, 
to the irresistible march dl opinion, the forms stUl 
retaiped by the most advanced sects showed loose 
and lifdess, and he, with something less of affec- 
tionate attachment to the old, or with more vigorous 
logic, rejected them. ’T is objected to him that he 
scattered too many illusions. Perhaps more ten- 
derness would have been graceful ; but it is vain to 
charge him with perverting the opinions of the new* 
generation. 

• The opiiflons of men are organic. Simply, those 
came to him who found themselves expressed by 
him. And had they not met this enlightened mind, 
in which they beheld their own opinions combined 
with zeal in every cause of love and humaniiy, they 
would have suspected their opinions and suppressed 
them, and so sunk into melancholy or malignity 
a feeling of loneliness and hostility to what was 
reckoned, respectable. ’T is plain to me that he has 
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achieTed a liistorio immortality here ; that he has 
80 woven himself in these few years into the history 
of Boston, that he can never he left out of your an- 
nals. It will not be in the acts of City Councils, 
nor of obsequious Mayors ; nor, in the State House, 
the proclamations of Governors, with their failing 
virtue — failing them at critical moments — that 
coming generations will study what really befell; 
but in the plain lessons of Theodore Parker in this 
Music Hall, in Faneuil HaU, or in Legislative Com- 
mittee Booms, that the Sirue temper and authentic 
record of these days will be read. The next gener- 
ation will care little for tiie chances of elections 
that govern Governors now,' it will care little for 
fine gentlemen who behaved shabbily ; but it will 
read very intelligently in his rough story, fortified 
with exact anecdotes, precise with names and dates, 
what part was taken by each actor ; who threw 
himself into the cause of humanity and came to the 
srescue of civilization at a hard pinch, and who 
blocked its course. 

The vice charged against America is the want 
of sincerity in leading men. It does not lie at his 
door. He never kept back the truth for fear to 
make an enemy. But, on the other hand, it was 
complained that he was bitter and harsh, that his 
aeal burned with too hot a flame. It is so difficult, 
in evil times, to e^ape this charge ! for the faithful 
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preacher most of all. It was his merit, like Luther, 
Knox and Latimer, and John Baptist, to speak tart 
truth, when that was peremptory and when there 
were few to say it. But his sympathy for goodness 
was not less energetic. One fault he had, he over- 
estimated his friends, — I may well say it, — and 
sometimes vexed them with the importunity of his 
good opinion, wifilst they knew better the ebb which 
follows unfounded praise. He was capable, it must 
be said, of the most unmeasured eulogies on those 
he esteemed, especially if %e had any jealousy that 
they did not stand with the Boston public as highly 
as they* ought. His commanding merit as a re- 
former is this, that He insisted beyond all men in 
pulpits, — I cannot think of one rival, — that the 
essence of Christianity is its practical morals ; it is 
there for use, or it is nothing ; and if you combine 
it with sharp trading, or with ordinary city ambi-^ 
tions to gloze over municipal corruptions, or private 
tniemperanl^, or successful fraud, or immoral poli- ■ 
tics, or unjust wars, or the cheating of Indians, or 
the robbery of frontier nations, or leaving your 
principles at home to follow on the high seas or in 
Europe a supple complaisance to tyrants, — it is a 
hypocrisy, and the truth is not in you ; and no love 
of reli^ous music or of dreams of Swedenborg, or 
praise of John Wesley, or of Jeremy Taylor, can 
save you from the Satan which you are. 
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years when Southern slavery broke over its old 
banks, nmde new and vast pretensions, and wrung 
from the weakness or treachery of Northern peo- 
ple fatal concessions in the Fugitive-Slave Bill and 
the repeal of the Missouri Compromise. Two days, 
bitter in the memory of Boston, the days of the ren- 
dition of Sims and of Bums, madd the occasion of 
his most remarkable discourses. He kept nothing 
back. In terrible earnest he denounced the public 
crime, and meted out to €very official, high and low, 
his due portion. By the incessant power of his 
statement, he made and held a party. It was his 
great service to freedom. He took away the re- 
proach of silent consent that would otherwise have 
lain against the indignant minorily, by uttering in 
the hour and place wherein these outrages were 
done, the stem protest. 

But, whilst I praise this frank speaker, 1 have no 
wish to accuse the silence of others. *'There ai^ 
men of good powers who have so much symp^hy 
tihat they must be silent when they are not in sym- 
pathy. If you don’t agree with them, they know 
they only injure the tm(h by speaking. Thi^ fac- 
ulties will not play them true, and they do not wbh 
to squeak and gibber, and so they shut them mon^u^. 
1 can readily for^ve this, only not :the> 
false tongue which makes the worse app^ the bet* 
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ter cause. There were, of course, multitudes to 
censure and defame this truth-sp^^Cr. But the 
brave know the brave. Fops, whether in hotels or 
churches, will utter the fop’s opinion, and faintly 
ho])e for the salvation of his soul ; but his manly 
enemies, who despised the fops, honored him ; and 
it is well known that his great hospitable heart was 
the sanctuary to* which every soul conscious of an 
earnest opinion came for sympathy — alike the 
brave slaveholder and the brave slave-rescuer. 
Tliese met in the house of* this honest man — for- 
every sound heart loves a responsible person, one 
who does not in generous company say generous 
things, and in mean company base things, but says 
one thing — now cheerfully, now indignantly — but 
always because he must, and because he sees that„ 
whether he speak or refrain from speech, this is 
said over him ; and liistory, nature and all souls 
testify to the same. 

• Ah, my bifave brother ! it seems as if, in a frivo- 
lous age, our loss were immense, and your place 
cannot be supplied. But you will already be con- 
soled in the transfer of your genius, knowing well 
that the nature of the world will affirm to all men, 
in all times, that which for twenty-five years you 
valiantly spoke ; that the winds of Italy murmur the 
same truth over your grave ; the :^uds of America 
over tliese bereaved streets ; that the sea which 
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bore your mourners home alBnus it, the stars in 
their courses, and the inspirations of youth ; ivhilst 
the polished and pleasant traitors to human rights, 
Tdth perverted learning and disgraced graces, rot 
and are forgotten with their double tongue saying 
all that is sordid for the corruption of man. 

The sudden and singular eminence of Mr. Parker, 
the importance of his name and 'influence, are the 
verdict of his country to his virtues. We have few 
such men to lose ; amiable and blameless at home, 
feared abroad as the stahdard-bearer of liberty, tak- 
ing all the duties he could grasp, and more, refus- 
ing to spare himself, he has gone down in early 
glory to his grave, to be a' living and enlarging 
power, wherever learning, wit, honest valor and 
independence are honored. 
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i. Use, labor of* each for all, is the health and vir- 
tue of all beings. Ich dien^ I serve, is a truly royal 
motto. And it is the mark of nobleness to volun- 
teer the lowest service, tUb greatest spirit only at- 
taining to humility. Nay, God is God because he is 
the servant of all. Well, now here comes this con- 
spiracy of slavery, — ?they call it an institution, I 
call it a destitution, — this stealing of men and set- 
ting them to work, stealing their labor, and the thief 
sitting idle himself ; and for two or three ages it 
has lasted, and has yielded a certain quantity of rice,* 
cotton and sugar. And, standing on this doleful 
•^perience^these people have endeavored to reverse 
the natural sentiments of mankind, and to pronounce 
labor disgraceful, and the well-being of a man to 
consist in eating the fruit of other men’s labor. 

^ Part ol*a lecture delivered at Washington, Jan. 31, 1862, 
it is said, in the presence of President Lincoln and some of 
iiis Cabinet, some months before the issuing of the Emancipa- 
tion Proclamation. 'The rest vas pu])lished in Sodettf 
Solitude, under the title ** Civilization.” 
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liabor : a man coins himself into his labor ; tuma 
his day, his strength, his thought, his affection into 
some product which remains as the visible sign of 
his powers and to protect tliat, to secure that to 
him, to secure his past self to his future self, is tlie 
object of all government. There is no interest in 
any country so imperative as that of labor ; it cov- 
ers all, and constitutions and governments exist for 
that, — to protect and insure it to the laborer. 
All honest men are daily striving to earn tbeir 
bread by their industry. And who is this who 
tosses his empty head at this blessing in disguise,, 
the constitution of human nature, and calls labor 
vUe, and insults the faithful workman at his daily 
toil ? I see for such madness no hellebore, — for 
such calamity no solution but servile war and the 
Africanization of the country that permits it. 

At this moment in America the aspects of politi- 
cal society absorb attention. In every house, from 
Canada to the Gulf, the children ask the serlona* 
father, — “ What is the news of the "war today,^ 
and when will there be better times ? The boys 
have no new clothes, no gifts, no journeys ; tho 
^rls must go without new bonnets ; boyi^ and girls 
find their education, this year, less liberal and com- 
plete. All the little hopes that hei^hjdore 
the year pleasant r<re deferred. Tfae sthtn of the 
country fills us with anxiety and stern duties. W& 
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have attempted to hold togetlier two states of civi- 
lization : a higher state, where labor and the tenure 
of land and the right of suffrage are democratical ; 
wd a lower state, in which the old military tenure 
of prisoners or ^ves, and of })ower and land in a 
few hands, makes an oligarchy : we have attempted 
to hold these two states of society under one law. 
Put the rude add early state of society does not 
work well with the later, nay, works badly, and has 
poisoned politics, public morals and social inter- 
course in the Republic, noV for many years. 

The times put this question. Why cannot the 
best civilization be extended over the whole country,, 
since the disorder of the lessHiivilized portion men- 
aces the existence of the country ? Is this secular 
progress we have described, tliis evolution of man 
to the highest powers, only to give him sensibility, 
and not to bring duties with it ? Is he not to make * 
his knowledge practical ? to stand and to mtlistand ? 
4s not civSization heroic also? Is it not for ac- 
tion ? has it not a will ? “ There are periods,” 
said Niebuhr, ‘‘when something much better than 
happiness and security of life is attainable.” We 
live in a juew and exceptional age. America is 
anbther word for Opportunity. Our whole history 
lihe a last effort of the Divine Ptovidenoe 
in behalf of the human race ; and a literal, slavish 
ioUbwuig of precedents, as by a justice of the peaces 
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is not for those \rho at this hoar lead the destinies 
of this people. The evil you contend with has taken 
alarming proportions, and yon still content yourself 
with parrying the blows it aims, but, as if enchanted, 
abstain from striking at the cause. 

If the American people hesitate, it is not for 
want of vraming or advices. The telegraph has 
been swift enough to announce our disasters. The 
journals have not suppressed the extent of the ca- 
lamity. Neither was there any want of argument 
or of experience. If the war brought any surprise 
to the North, it was not the fault of sentinels on 
the watch-tower, who had furnished full details of 
the designs, the muster and tbs means of the enemy. 
Neither was anything concealed of the theory or 
practice of slavery. To what purpose make more 
big books of these statistics ? There are already 
emountains of facts, if any one wants them. But 
people do not want them. They bring their opin- 
ion into the world. If they have a comatose ten-* 
dency in the brain, they are pro-slavery while they 
live ; if of a nervous sanguineous temperament, 
they are abolitionists. Then interests were never 
persuaded. Can you convince the shoe interest, or 
tiie iron interest, or the cotton interest, by reading 
passages from Milton or Montesquieu ? You wish 
to satisfy people that slavery is bad economy. 
Why, the ** Edinburgh Review” pounded on that 
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string, and made out its case, forty years ago. A 
democratic statesman said to me, long since, that, 
if he owned the State of Kentucky, he would manu- 
mit all the slaves, and be a gainer by the transac- 
tion. Is this new ? No, everybody knows it. As 
a general economy it is admitted. But there is no 
one owner of the state, but a good many small own- 
ers. One man ‘owns land and slaves; another 
owns slaves only. Here is a woman who has no 
other pro})erty, — like a lady in Charleston I knew 
of, who owned fifteen sweSps and rode in her car- 
riage. It'is clearly a vast inconvenience to each of 
these to make any change, and they are fretful and 
talkative, and all their friends are ; and those less 
interested are inert, and, from want of tliought, 
averse to innovation. It is like free trade, certainly 
the interest of nations, but by no means the inter- 
est of certain towns and districts, which tariff feeds * 
fat ; and tlie eager interest of the few overpowers 
the apathetic general conviction of the many. 
Banknotes rob the public, but are such a daily con- 
venience that w'e silence our Scruples and make be- 
lieve they are gold. So imposts are the cheap and 
right taxation ; but, by the dislike,nf people to pay 
out a direct tax, governments are forced to render 
life costly by making them pay twice as much, hid- 
den in the price of tea and sugarj 
. In this national crisis, it b not argument that we 
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want, but that rare courage which dares commit it> 
self to a principle, believing that Nature is its ally, 
and will create the instruments it requires, and 
more than make good any petty and injurious pro* 
fit which it may disturb. There never was such a 
oombination as this of ours, and the rules to meet 
it are not set down in any history. We want men 
of original perception and original' action, who can 
open their eyes wider than to a nationality, munely, 
to considerations of benefit to the human race, can 
act in the interest of 'civilization. Government 
must not be a parish clerk, a justice of the peace. 
It has, of necessity, in any crisis of the state, the 
absolute powers of a Dictator. The existing Ad- 
ministration is entitled to the utmost candor. It 
is to be thanked for its angelic virtue, compared 
with any executive experiences with which we have 
'been familiar. But the times will not allow us to 
indulge in compliment. I wish I saw in the people 
that inspiration which, if Government'' would not 
' obey the same, would leave the Government behind 
and create on the moment the means and executors 
it wanted. Better the war should more danger- 
ously threaten ns, —-shouM threaten future in 
what is stiU whole, and punish us with burned Cap- 
itals and slaughtered regiments, and so exaspcmptei 
the people to en^gy, exasperate our natior^ity.' 
There are Scriptures written invisibly bn men’s 
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hearts, whose letters do not come out until they are 
enraged. They can be read by war-fires, and by- 
eyes in the last peril. 

We cannot but remember that there have been 
days in America^ liistory, when, if the Free States 
had done their duty, Slavery had been blocked by 
an immovable barrier, and our reeent calamities 
forever precluded. The Free States yielded, and 
every compromise was surrender and invited new 
demands. Here again is a new occasion which 
Heaven offers to sense ami virtue. It looks as if 
we held ^the fate of the fairest possession of man- 
kind in our hands, to be saved by our firmness or 
to be lost by hesitation. 

The one power that has legs long enough and 
strong enough to wade across the Potomac offers 
itself at this hour ; the one strong enough to bring 
all the civility up to the height of that which is best, * 
prays now at the door of Congress for leave to 
flaovo. Emancipation is the demand of civilization- 
That is a principle ; everything olse is an intrigue. 
This is a progressive policy, puts the whole people 
in healthy, productive, amiable position, puts every 
main in thi^ Bouth in just and natural relations with 
e?^ maii in the North, laborer with laborer^ 

J shall not attempt to unfold the details of the 
projwt of emancipation. It ha^ been stated with, 
gfoat ability by several of its leading advocates.. 



284 AMERICAN CmUZATION. 

\ will only advert to some leading points of the aiv 
gnment, at the risk of repeating the I'easons of 
others. The war is welcome to the Southerner ; a 
chivalrous sport to him, like hunting, and suits his 
semi-civilized condition. On tlie climbing scale of 
progress, he is just up to war, and has never ap< 
peered to such advantage as in the last twelve- 
month. It does not suit us. We are advanced 
some ages on the war-state, — to trade, art and gen- 
eral cultivation. His laborer works for him at 
home, so that he loses ho labor by the war. All 
enr soldiers are laborers ; so that the Sotith, with 
its inferior numbeis, is almost on a footing in efiPeo- 
tive war-population with the North. Again, as long 
as we fight without any afGirmative step taken by 
the Government, any word intimating forfeiture in 
the rebel States of their old privileges under the 
law, they and we fight on the same side, for Slavery. 
Again, if we conquer the enemy, — what then ? 
We shall still have to keep him under^ and it will 
cost as much to hold him down as it did to get him 
down. Then comes the summer, and the fever will 
drive the soldiers home ; next winter we must be- 
gin at the beginning, and conquer him over again. 
What use then to take a fort, or a privateer, or get 
possession of an inlot, or to capture a regiment of 
rebels? ^ 

Cut one weapon wo hold which is sure. Congress 
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'Ctm, by edict, as a part of tiie military defence 
which it is the duty of Congress to provide, abolish 
slavery, and pay for such slaves as we ought to pay 
for. Then the slaves near our armies will come to 
lis; those in the interior will know in a week what 
their rights are, and will, where opportunity offers, 
prepare to take them. Instantly, the armies that 
how confront yoir must run home to protect their 
estates, and must stay there, and your enemies will 
disappear. 

There can be no safety Until this step is taken. 
We fancy that ^ the endless debate, emphasized by 
the crinfe and by the cannons of this war, has 
brought the Free Stat^ to some conviction that it 
can never go well with us whilst this mischief of 
slaveiy remains in our politics, and that by concert 
or by might we must put an end to it. But we liave 
too much experience of the futility of an easy reli- 
ance on the momentary good dispositions of the 
public. There does exist, perhaps, a popular will 
that the Union shall not be broken, — that our 
trade, and therefore our laws, must have the whole 
breadth of the continent, and from Canada to the 
Gulf. But, since this is the rooted belief and will 
of the people, so much the more are they in danger, 
when impatient of defeats, or impatient of taxes, to 
go with a rush for some peace ; and what kind of 
peace shall at that moment be easiest attained, they 
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will make concessions for it^ — will give up the 
slaves, and the whole torment of the past half-cen* 
tury will come back to be endured anew. 

Neither do I doubt, if such a composition should 
take place, that the Southemei’s will come back 
quietly and politely, leaving their haughty dictation. 
It will be an era of good feelings. There will bo 
a lull after so loud a storm ; and, no doubt, thero 
will be discreet men from that section who will 
earnestly striv'c to inaugurate more moderate and 
fair admlnistiution of 'the CTOvernment, and the 
North will for a time have its full share and more, 
in place and counsel. But tljis will not last ; — not 
for want of sincere good-will in sensible Southern- 
ers, but because Slavery will again speak through 
them its harsh necessity. It cannot live but by in- 
justice, and it will bo unjust and violent to the end 
of the world. 

The power of Emancipation is this, tliat it alters 
the atomic social constitution of the Southern peo- 
2>le. Now, their interest is in keejnng out white 
labor ; then, when they must pay wages, their inter- 
est will be to let it in, to get the best labor, and, if 
they fear their blacks, to invite Irish, German and 
American laborers. Thus, whilst Slavery makes 
and keeps disunion, Emancipation removes tlie 
whole objection to union. Emancipation at one 
stroke elevates the poor white of the South, and 
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identifies his interest with tiiat of the Northern 
laborer. 

Now, in the name of all that is simple and gener- 
ous, why should not this great right be done ? Why 
should not America be capable of a second stroke 
for the well-being of the human race, as eighty or 
ninety years ago she was for the first, — of an affirm- 
ative step in the interests of human civility, urged 
on her, too, not by any romance of sentiment, but 
by her own exti-eme iierils ? It is very certain that 
the statesman who shall break through the cobwebs 
of doubt, fear and petty cavil that lie in the way, 
will be* greeted by the unanimous thanks of man- 
kind. Men reconcile themselves very fast to a bold 
and good measure when once it is taken, though 
they condemned it in advance. A week before the 
two captive commissioners were surrendered to 
England, every one thought it could not be done ; • 
it would divide the North. It was done, and in two 
.days all agreed it was the right action. And this 
action, which costs so little, (the parties injured by 
it being such a handful that they can very easily 
be indemnified,) rids the world, at one stroke, of 
this degrading nuisance, the cause of war and ruin 
to nations*. This measure at once puts all parties 
right. This is borrowing, as I said, the omnipotence 
of a principle. What is so foolish as the terror 
lest the blacks should be made furious by freedom 
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and wages? It is denying these that is the outrage, 
and makes the danger from the blacks. But justice 
satisfies everybody, — white man, red man, yellow 
man and black man. All like wages, and the ap> 
petite grows by feeding. 

But this measure, to be effectual, must come 
speedily. The weapon is slipping out of our hands. 
“ Time,” say the Indian Scriptures, “ drinketh up 
the essence of every great and noble action which 
ought to be performed, and which is delayed in the 
execution.” ■* 

I hope it is not a fatal objection to this policy 
that it is simple and beneficent thoroughly, which 
is the attribute of a moral'* action. An imprece- 
dented material prosperity has not tended to make 
us Stoics or Christians. But the laws by which the 
universe is organized reappear at every point, and 
will rule it. The end of all political struggle is to 
establish morality as the basis of all legislation. It 
is not free institutions, it is not a republic, it is not 
a democracy, that is the end, — no, but only the 
means. Morality is the object of government. AV e 
want a state of things in which crime shall not pay. 
This is the consolation on which we rest in the dark- 
ness of the future and the afflictions of to-day, that 
tlie government of the world is moral, and does for- 
ever destroy what is not. It is the maxim of nat- 
ural philosophers that the natural forces wear out 
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in time all obstacles, and take pbic'c : and it is the 
maxim of history that victory always falls at last 
where it ought to fall ; or, there is perj)etual march 
and progress to ideas. But, in either case, no link 
of the chain can drop out. Nature works through 
her appointed elements ; and ideas must work 
through the brains aiwl the arms of good and brave 
men, or they ard no better tlian dreams. 

Since the al)ovc pages w'ere wTitten, President 
Lincoln has jiroposed to Congress that the Govern- 
ment shall co-operate with any State that shall en- 
act a gradual abolishment of Slaver}*. In the re- 
cent series of national successes, this Message is 
the best. It marks the happiest day in the political 
year. The American Executive ranges itself for 
the firat time on the side of freedom. If Congress 
has l)een backward, the President has advanced.* 
This state-paper is the more interesting that it ap- 
q^ears to b<?the President’s individual act, done un- 
der a sti'ong sense of duty. lie speaks his own 
thought in his own style. All thanks and honor to 
the Hesul of the State ! The Message has been re- 
ceived throughout the eoimtry with praise, and, we 
doubt not, with more pleasure than has been spoken.. 
If Congress accords with tlie President, it is not. 
yet too late to begin the ema^icipation ; but we 
think it will always be too late to make it gradual. 

VOU XI. 10 > 



290 AMFRTCAX CmLIZATIOy. 

All experience agrees that it should be immediate. 
More and better tban tbe President bas spoken 
shall, perhaps, the effect of this Message be, — but, 
we are sure, not more or better than he hoped in 
his heart, wlien, thoughtful of all the complexities 
of his position, he penned these cautious words. 
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Ik so many tiritl forms wliich States incrust 
themselves with, once in a century, if so often, a 
poetic act and record occur. Those are the jets of. 
thought into affairs, whell, roused by danger or 
insi)ired by genius, the political leaders of the day 
break the else insurmountable routine of class and 
local legislation, and lake a step forward in the 
direction of eatliolic and universal interests. Every 
step in the liistory of j)olitical liberty is a sally of 
the human mind into the untried Future, and has 
the interest of genius, and is fruitful in heroic an- 
ecdotes. Liberty is a slow fruit. It comes, like 
iieligion, foi® short i)criods, and in rare conditions, 
as if awaiting a culture of the race which shall 
make it organic and 2 >ermanent. Such moments 
of expansion in modern history were the Confession 
of Augsburg, the i)lantation of America, the Eng- 
lish Commonwealth of 1648, the Declaration of 
American Indeiiciuleiice in 1770, the British eman- 
cipation of slaves in the West Ipdies, the j)assage 
of the Reform Bill, the rci)cal of the Corn-Laws, 
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the Magnctio Ocean-Telegraph, though yet imper- 
fect, the passage of the Homestead Bill in the last 
Congress, and now, eminently, President Lincohi’s 
Proclamation on the twenty-second of September. 
These are acts of great scope, working on a long 
future and on permanent interests, and honoring 
alike those who initiate and those who receive tiiem. 
These measures provoke no noisy joy, but are re- 
ceived into a sympathy so deep as to apprise us 
that mankind are greater and better than we know. 
At such times it appears as if a new public were 
created to greet the new event. It is as when an 
orator, having ended the compliments and pleasant- 
ries with which he conciliated attention, and liaving 
run over the superficial fitness and commodities of 
the measure he inges, suddenly, lending himself to 
some happy inspiration, announces with vibrating 
voice the grand human principles involved ; — the 
bravos and \rits who greeted him loudly thus fai- 
are surprised and ovemwed ; a new audience i^ 
f oimd in the heart of the assembly, — an audience 
hitherto passive and unconcerned, now at last so> 
searched and kindled that they come forward, 
every one a representative of mankunj, standing 
for all nationalities. 

The extreme moderation with which the Presi- 
dent advanced to (his design, — his long-avowed ex- 
pectant policy, as if he chose to be strictly the ex- 
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ecutive of the best public sentiment of the country, 
waiting only till it should be unmistakably pro- 
notuiced, — so fair a mind that none ever listened 
so patiently to such extreme varieties of opinion, — 
so reticent that his decision has taken all paiiies 
by surprise, wliilst yet it is just the sequel of his 
prior acts, — the firm tone in which he announces 
it, without inflaition or surplusage, — all these, have 
bespoken such favor to the act, that, gi'eat as the 
popularity of the President has been, we are be- 
ginning to think that we*have underestimated the 
capacity and virtue which the Divine Providence 
has mdde an instrument of benefit so vast. He 
has been permitted tb do more for America than 
any other American man. He is well entitled to 
the most indulgent construction. Forget all that 
we thought shortcomings, every mistake, every de- 
lay. In the extreme embarrassments of his partf 
call tliese endurance, wisdom, magnanimity; illu- 
minated, As they now are, by this dazzling success. 

When we consider the immense opposition that 
lias been neutralized or converted by the progress 
of the war (for it is not long since the President 
anticipated the resignation of a large number of 
officers m the army, and the secession of three 
States, on the promulgation of this policy), — when 
we see how the great stake which foreign nations 
hold in our affairs lias recently brought every Euro- 
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peau power as a client into tUis court, land it^be* 
came every day more apparent what gigantic and 
M’hat I'emote interests were to be affected by the 
decision of the President, — one can hardly say the 
deliberation was too long. Against all timorous 
counsels he had the courage to seize the moment ; 
and such was his position, and such the felicity at- 
tending the action, that he has n'placcd Govern- 
ment in the good graces of mankind. Better is 
virtue in the sovereigii than jdenty in the season,” 
say the Chinese. ’T is Ivonderful what power is, 
and how ill it is used, and how its ill use makes 
life mean, and the sunshine dark. Life in America 
had lost much of its attraction in the later years. 
The virtues of a good magistrate undo a world of 
mischief, and, because Xature works with rectitude, 
seem vastly more potent than the acts of bad gov- 
*emors, which arc ever tempered by the good-nature 
in the peojde, and the incessant resistance which 
fraud and violence encounter. The acts of good * 
governors work a geometrical ratio, as one midsum- 
mer day seems to repair the damage of a year of 
war. 

A day which most of ns dared not hope to see, 
an event worth tlie dreadful war, worth its costs 
and uncertainties, seems now to be close before us. 
October, November', December will have passed 
over beating hearts and plotting brains ; tlicu the 
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hour will stcikc, au4 all men of African descent 
who have faculty enough to find their way to our 
lines arc assured of the protection of xVmerican 
law. 

It is by no means necessary that this measure 
shoidd be suddenly marked by any signal residts 
on the negi’oes or on the Rebel masters. The force 
lOf the act is tli&t it commits the country to this 
justice, — that it compels the innumerable officers, 
civil, military, naval, of the Republic to range 
themselves on the line of this ecpiity. It draws the 
fashion to this side. It is not a measure that ad- 
mits of \)cing tfiken back. Done, it cannot be un- 
done by a new Administration. For slavery over- 
powers the disgust of the moral sentiment only 
through immcuional usage. It cannot be intro- 
duced as an improvement of the nineteenth century. 
This act makes that the lives of our heroes have* 
not been sacrificed in vain. It makes a victory of 
•our defeat^. Our hurts are healed ; the healtli of 
the nation is repaired. With a victory like this, 
we can stand many disaster's. It does not promise 
the redemption of tire black race ; that lies rrot with 
us : but it relieves it of ovu' opjroSition. The Presi- 
derrt by this act has paroled all the slaves in Anrer- 
ica ; they will rro irrore figlit agaiirst rrs : and it re- 
lieves oirr race orree for all of ij^s criirre and false 
positioir. The first corrditiou of success is secm’ed 
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in putting ourselves right. We have recovered 
ourselves from our false position, and planted our* 
selves on a law of Nature : 

“ If that faQ, 

The pillared finnameut is rottenuess, 

And earth’s base built oii stubble.” 

The Government has assiu-ctl itself of the best con- 
stituency in the world : every spark of intellect, 
every virtuous feeling, every religious heart, every 
man of honor, every poet, every pliilosopher, the 
generosity of the cities, *chc health of the country, 
the strong arms of the mechanic, the endurance of 
farmers, the passionate conscience of women, the 
sympathy of distant nations', — all rally to its sup- 
port. 

Of com'se, we are assuming the fiianness of the 
policy thus declared. It must not be a paper proc- 
*• lamatiou. We confide that Mr. Lincoln is in ear- 
nest, and, as he has been slow in making u^) his 
mind, has resisted the importunacy of^arties and 
of events to the latest moment, he will be as abso- 
lute in his adhesion. Not only will he repeat and 
follow up his stroke, but the nation will add its ir- 
resistible strength. If the ruler has duties, so has 
the citizen. In times like these, when the nation is 
imperilled, what man can, without shame, receive 
good news from <Jay to day without giving good 
news of himself ? What right has any one to read 
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in the journals tidings of victories, if he has not 
bought them by his own valor, treasure, personal 
sacrifice, or by service as good in Ins own depart- 
inent? With this blot removed from our national 
honor, this heavy load lifted off the national heart, 
we shall not fear henceforward to show our faces 
among mankind. We shall cease to be hypocrites 
and pretendei’s* but what we have styled our free 
institutions will be such. 

In the light of this event the public distress be- 
gins to be removed. WBat if the brokers’ quota- 
tions show our stocks discmlited, and the gold dol- 
lar costs one hundred and twenty-seven cents? 
These tables arc fallacious. Every acre in the 
Free States gained substantial value on the twenty- 
second of September. The cause of disunion and 
war has been reached and begun to be removed. 
Every man’s house-lot and garden are relieved o? 
the malaria which the purest winds and strongest 
' sunshine ?ould not penetrate and purge. The ter- 
ritory of the Union shines to-day with a lustre 
which every European emigrant can discern from 
far ; a sign of inmost security and permanence. Is 
it feared ^that taxes will cheek immigration? That 
dci)ends on what the taxes are spent for. If they 
go to fill up this yawning Dismal Swamp, which en- 
gulfed armies and populations, 4\nd created plague, 
and neutralized hitherto all the \ast capabilities of 
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this euiitinent, — then this taxation, which makes 
the laiul wholesome and habitable, and will draw all 
men unto it, is the best investment in wliioh prop- 
erty-holder ever lodged his eai-niugs. 

Whilst we have pointed out the oj»portnneness of 
the Proclamation, it remains to be sahl that the 
President had no choice. He might look wistfidly 
for what variety of courses lay opeiv to him ; every 
line but one was closed up w'ilh lire. This one, too, 
bristled with dangm-, but through it was the sole 
safety. The measure hoMias adopted was impera- 
tive. It is wonderful to see the unseasonable senil- 
ity of what is called the Peace Party, through all its 
masks, blinding their eyes to* the main feature of 
the war, namely, its inevitableness. The war ex- 
isted long before the cannonade of Sumter, and 
could not be jjostponed. It might have begun other- 
Svise or elsewhere, but war was in the minds and 
bones of the combatants, it was written on the iron 
leaf, and you might as easily dodge gravitation. If . 
we had consented to a peaceable se<;ession of the 
Kebels, the divided sentiment of the Border Stales 
made peaceable secession imiiossible, the insatiable 
temper of the South made it imxiossible, and the 
slaves on the border, wherever the border might be, 
were an incessant fuel to rekindle the fire. Give 
the Confederacy Neyy Orleans, Cliaileston, and Rich- 
mond, and they would have demanded St. liouis 
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and Baltimore. Give them these, and they would 
have insisted on Washington. Give them AVash- 
ington, and they would have assumed the army and 
navy, and, through these, Philadelphia, New York, 
and Boston. It looks as if the battle-field would 
have been at least as large in that event as it is 
now. The war was formidable, but could not be 
avoided. The \'ar was and is an immense mischief, 
but brought with it the immense benefit of dramng 
a line and rallying the Fi-ee States to fix it impas- 
sabl)'’, — preventing the whole force of Southern 
connection and influence throughout the North from 
distracting every city with endless confusion, de- 
taching that force anct reducing it to handfuls, and, 
in the progi’ess of hostilities, disinfecting us of our 
liabitual proclivit}', through the affection of trade 
and the traditions of the Democratic party, to follow 
Southern leading. * 

These necessities which have dictated the conduct 
' of the Federal Government are overlooked especial- 
ly by OTir foreign critics. The popular statement 
of the opponents of the war abroad is the impossi- 
bility of our success. “ If you could add,” say they, 
to your, strengtli the whole aimy of England, of 
France and of Austria, you could not coerce eight 
millions of people to come under this Government 
against their will.” This is asi odd thing for an 
Englislunau, a Frenchman, or an Austrian to say. 
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who remcmbei's Enro]:)e of Uie last seventy years, 
— the condition of IfcUy, until 1859, — of Poland, 
since 1793, — of Fi’ance, of French Algiers, — of 
British Ireliind, and Bi*itish India. But, granting 
the truth, rightly read, of the historical ajihorism, 
that “ tlie people always conquer,” it is to be noted 
that, in the Southern States, the tenure of land 
and the local Laws, with slaveiy, gi*. e the social sys- 
tem not a democratic but an aiistocratic complex- 
ion; and those States hare shown every year a more 
hostile and aggressive t^nper, until the instinct of 
self-preservation forced us into the war. And the 
aim of the war on our part is indicated by 'the aim 
of the President’s Proclamation, namely, to break 
up the false combination of Southern society, to 
destroy the piratic feature in it which makes it our 
enemy only as it is the enemy of the human i-ace, 
"and so allow its reconstruction on a just and health, 
fid basis. Then new aMnitics will act, the old re- 
pulsion will cease, and, the cause of wav being re-, 
moved. Nature and trade may be trusted to establish 
a lasting peace. 

We think we cannot overstate the wisdom and 
benefit of this act of the Government. The malig- 
nant cry of the Secession press within the Free 
States, and the recent action of the Confederate 
Congi'ess, are decisive as to its efficiency and coi'- 
rectness of aim. Not less so is the silent joy which 



^ EMANdfPATlON PROCLAMATION. 303 

has greeted it in all generous hearts, and the new 
hope it has breathed into the world. It was well 
to delay the steamers at the wharves until this edict 
could be put on board. It will be an insurance to 
the ship as it goes plunging through the sea with 
glad tidings to all people. Happy are the young, 
who find the pestilence cleansed out o£ the earth, 
leaving 02>en to diem an honest career. Happy the 
old, who see Nature {Purified before they depart. 
X>o not let the dying die : hold them back to this 
world, until you have chafged their ear and heart 
with this message to other spiritiud societies, an* 
nouucing the melioration of our jdanet : 

** Incertiunties now crown themselves assured, 

And Peace proclaims olives of endless age.” 

Meantime that ill-fated, much-injured race which 
the Proclamation res])ects will lose somewhat of the 
dejection sculptured for ages in their bronzed coun- * 
tenance, uttered in the wailing of their plaintive 
\nusic, — a’race naturally benevolent, docile, indus- 
trious, and whose very miseries sj>rang from their 
great talent for usefulness, -which, in a more moral 
age, will not only defend their independence, but 
will give t^iem a rank among nations. 
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 


We meet under the gloom of a calamity which 
’darkens down over the minds of good men in all 
civil society, as the fearful tidings travel over sea, 
over land, from country tOj,country, like the shadow 
of an uncalculated eclipse over the planet. Old as 
histoiy is, and manifold as are its tragedies, I doubt 
if any death has caused so much pain to mankind 
as this has caused, or will cause, on its announce- 
ment ; and this, not so much because nations are 
by modera arts brought so closely together, as be- 
cause of the mysterious hopes and fears which, in ^ 
the present day, are connected with the name and 
institutions.of America. 

In this country, on Saturday, every one was 
struck dmub, and saw at first only deep below deep, 
as he meditated on the ghastly blow. And perhaps, 
at this hour, when the coflin which contains the 
dust of the President sets forward on its long march 
through mourning States, on its way to his home in 
Illinois, we might well be silent, and sufEer the aw- 
ful voices of the time to thunder to us. Yes, but 
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that iii'st ilespair was brief : the man was not so to 
be mourned. He w'as the most active and hoj)eful 
of men ; and his work had not perished : but acela* 
mations of praise for the task he had accomplished 
burst out into a song of triumph, which even tears 
for his death cannot keep down. 

The President stood before us as a man of the 
people. He was thoroughly American, had never 
crossed the sea, had never been spoiled by English 
insularity Or French dissipation ; a quite native, 
aboriguial man, as an aedrit from the oak ; no ap- 
ing of foreignei*s. no frivolous accomplishments, 
Kentuckian born, woi'kiug on a farm, a flatboat- 
man, a captain in the Black* Hawk war, a coimtry 
lawyer, a representative in the rural Legislature of 
Illinois ; — on such modest foundations the broad 
structm'e of his fame was laid. How slowly, and 
‘yet by happily prepared steps, he came to his place. 
All of us remember, — it is only a history of five 
or six years, — the suiqn’ise and the disappointment* 
of the country at his first nomination by the Con- 
vention at Chicago. Mr. Seward, then in the cul- 
mination of his good fame, was the favorite of the 
Eastern States. And when the new and compara- 
tively unknown name of Lincoln was announced, 
(^notwithstanding the report of the acclamations of 
tliat Convention,) ,wc heard the result coldly and 
sadly. It seemed too rash, on a purely local repu- 
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tation, to build so grave a trust in such anxious 
times ; and men naturally talked of the chances in 
2)olitics as incalculable. But it turned out not to 
be chance. The profound good opinion which the 
}>eople of Illinois and of the West had. conceived of 
him, and which they had iinj)arted to their col- 
leagues that they also might justify themselves to 
their constituerfts at home, was not rash, though 
they did not begin to know the riches of his worth. 

A plain man of the ])eople, an extraordinary for- 
tune attended him. He olfered no shining qualities 
at tlie first encounter ; he did not offend by superior- 
ity. ife had* a face and manner which disarmed 
suspicion, w'hieh inspired confidence, which con- 
firmed good-will. He was a man without vices. He 
had a strong sense of duty, which it was very easy 
for liim to obey. Then, lie had what farmers call 
a long head ; was excellent in working out the simf 
for himself ; in arguing his case and convincing you 
•» fairly and “firmly. Then, it tunied out that he was 
a great worker ; had prodigious faculty of perform- 
ance ; woi’ked easilj’. A good worker is so rare ; 
everybody has some <lisabling quality. In a host 
of young ^ men that start together and promise so 
many brilliant leaders for the next age, eaeli fails 
on trisil ; one by bad health, one by conceit, or by 
love of pleasure, or lethargy, or^ ugly temper, — 
each has some disqualifying fault tliat throws him 
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out of the career. But this man was sound to the 
core, cheerful, pemstent, all right for labor, and 
liked nothing so well. 

Then, he had a vast good-nature, wliich made him 
tolerant and accessible to all ; fair-minded, leaning 
to the claim of the petitioner ; aff.able, and not sen- 
sible to tlie affliction which the inninnerable visits 
paid to him when President woilld have brought 
to any one else. And how this good-nature became 
a noble humanity, in many a tragic case which the 
events of the war brougfit to him, every one will re- 
member 5 and with what increasing tenderness he 
dealt when a whole race was thrown 'on his compas- 
sion. The poor negro said of him, on an impres- 
sive occasion, “ Massa Linkum am eberywhere.” 

Then his broad good-humor, running easily into 
jocidar talk, in wliich he delighted and in which he 
excelled, was a rich gift to this wise man. It en- 
abled him to keep his secret ; to meet every kind of 
man and every rank in society ; to take*off the edgd 
of tlie severest decisions ; to mask his owm purpose 
and sound his companion ; and to catch with true 
instinct the temper of every company he addressed. 
And, more than all, it is to a man of severe labor, 
in anxious and exhausting crises, the natural restoi*- 
ative, good as sleep, and is the protection of the 
overdriven brain against rancor and insanity. 

lie is the antlior of a multitude of good sayings. 
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80 disguised as pleasantries that it is certain they 
had no reputation at first but as jests; and only 
later, by the veiy acceptance and adoption they find 
in the mouths of millions, turn out to be the wisdom 
of tlic hour. I am sure if this man had ruled in a 
period of less facility of printing, he would have 
become mythological in a very few years, like ^sop 
or Pilpay, or one of the Seven Wise Masters, by 
his fables and proverbs. But the weight and pene- 
tration of many passages in his letters, messages 
and speeches, hidden no K^ by the very closeness of 
their application to the moment, are destined here- 
after to wide fame. What pregnant definitions; 
what unerring commOn sense ; what foresight ; and, 
on great occasion, what lofty, and more than na- 
tional, what humane tone! Ilis brief speech at 
Gettysburg will not easily be surpassed by words 
on any rccoi*dcd occasion. This, and one other 
American speech, tliat of John Brown to the comt 
that tried him, and a part of Kossuth’s speech at 
Birmingham, can only be compared with each 
other, and with no fourth. 

His occupying the chair of State was a ti'iumph 
of the good-sense of mankind, and of the public 
oonsciencc. This middle-class country had got a 
middle-class President, at last. Yes, in mauneirs 
and sympathies, but not in pc^wers, for his powers 
were superior. This man grew according to the 
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need. Ilis mind mastered the problem of the day; 
and, as the problem grew, so did his comprehen- 
sion of it. Rai-ely was man so fitted to the event. 
In the midst of feat's and jealousies, in the Babel 
of counsels and parties, this man v'rought inces- 
santly with all his might and all his honesty, labor- 
ing to find what the peo2>le wanted, and how to 
obtain that. It cannot be said there is any exag- 
geration of his worth. If ever a man was fairly 
tested, he was. There was no lack of resistance, 
nor of slander, nor of ridicide. The times have al- 
lowed no state secrets ; the nation has been in such 
ferment, such multitudes had to be trusted,* that no 
secret coidd be kei)t. Every door was ajar, and wo 
luiow all that befell. 

Then, what an occasion was the whirlwind of the 
Avar. Here Avas jdace for no holiday magistrate, 
»no fair-weather sailor ; tlie ncAv jnlot was hurried 
to the helm in a tornado. In four years, — four 
years of battle-days, — his endurance, kis fertility* 
of resources, his magnanimity, were sorely tried 
and never found Avanting. There, by his coiu'agc, 
his justice, his CA'cn temper, his fertile counsel, his 
humanity, he stood a heroic figure in the centre of 
a heroic e^mch. He is the true history of the 
American peoide in his time. Step by step he 
walked before th^m; slow Avith their slowness, 
quickening his march by theirs, tke true represen- 
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totive of this continent ; an entirely public man ; 
father of his country, the pulse of twenty millions 
throbbing in his heart, the thought of their minds 
articulated by his tongue. 

Adam Smith remarks that the axe, which in 
Iloubrakcn’s portraits of British kings and wor- 
thies is engraved under those who have sufEered at 
the block, adds a certain lofty charm to the picture. 
And who does not sec, even in this tragedy so re- 
cent, how fast the terror and ruin of the massacre 
are already burning into j^loiy around tlie victim ? 
Far happier this fate than to have lived to be 
wished \iway ; to have watched the decay of his 
own faculties ; to hafe seen, — perhaps even he, 
— the proverbial ingratitude of statesmen; to have 
seen mean men preferred. Had he not lived long 
enough to keep the greatest promise that ever man 
made to his fellow-men, — the practical abolition* 
of slavery? Ho had seen Tennessee, Missouri and 
f.Marj’land emancipate their slaves. He had seen 
Savannah, Charleston and Richmond surrendered ; 
had seen the main army of the rebellion lay domi 
its arms. He had eon<juei*ed the imblic opinion of 
Canada, England and France. Only "Washington 
can compare with him in fortune. 

And what if it should tui*n o\it, in the unfolding 
of the ^li^eb, that he liad reaclipd the term ; that 
this heroic deliverer could no longer serve us ; that 
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the rebellion had touched itii natural conclusioii, 
and what i*einained to be done required new and 
uncommitted Iiauds, — a new spirit born out of the 
ashes of the war; and that Heaven, wishing to 
show the world a completed benefactor, shall make 
him serve his country even more by his death than 
by his life ? Nations, like kings, are not good by 
facility and complaisance. “ The idndness of kings 
consists in justice and strength.” Ejisy good-na- 
tni*e lias been the dangerous foible of the Republic, 
and it w'as necessary tliat its enemies should out- 
irage it, and drive us to unwonted firmness, to se- 
cure the salvation of this country in- the n*e.xt ages. 

The ancients believed in a serene and beautiful 
Genius which ruled in the affairs of nations ; which, 
with a slow but stein justice, carried forward the 
fortunes of certain chosen houses, weeding out sin- 
gle offenders or offending families, and securing 
at last the firm prosjierity of the favorites of 
Heaven. It was too narrow a view ofr the Etema) 
Nemesis. There is a serene Providence which rules 
the fate of nations, which makes little account of 
tune, little of one generation or race, makes no ac- 
count of disasters, conquers alike by what is called 
defeat or by what is called victory, thrusts aside en- 
emy and obstruction, crushes everything immoral as 
inhuman, and obtains the ultimate triumph of the 
best race by the sacrifice of everything which resists 



Ilie moval laws of the worW. It makes its owm in- 
struments, ei*cates the man for the time, trains him 
in poverty, inspii'es his genius, anti arms him for 
his task. It lias given every x’ace its own talent, 
and ordains that only that race which combines 
perfectly with the xartues of all shall endure. 
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Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen: 

With wliatever opinion we come here, I think it 
is not in man to sec, witho«it a feeling of pride and 
j)leasui’e, a tried soldiei*, the aimed defender of the 
right. I think that in these last years all opinions 
have been affected by the magnificent and stuiien- 
dous spectacle which Divine ProA’idence has offered 
us of the energies that slept in the children of this 
country, — that slept and have awakened. I see 
thankfully those that are here, but dim eyes in 
vain explore for some who are not. 

The oldjGreek Heiaclitus said, “War is the 
Father of all things.” He said it, no doubt, as scb 
once, but we of tliis day can repeat it as political 
and social truth. War passes the power of all 
chemical solvents, breaking up the old adhesions 
and allowing the atoms of society to take a new 
order. It is not the Government, but the War, 
that has 'appointed the good ^nerals, sifted out 
the pedants, put in the new and vigorous blood. 
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The War has liftotl many other people besides 
Grant and Sherman into tlieir true places. Even 
Divine Providonce, we may .sa\> always seems to 
work after a certain military necessity. Every na- 
tion punishes the General who is not victorious. It 
is a rule in games of chance that the cards beat all 
the players, and revolutions disconcert and outwit 
all the insurgents. * 

The revolutions cany their own points, some- 
times to the ruin of those who set them on foot. 
The proof that war also \s within the highest right, 
is a marked benefactor in tlie hands of Divine 
Providence, is its morale. The war .gave ‘back in- 
tegrity to this erring and' immoral nation. It 
charged with power, iwaceful, amiable men, to 
whose life war and discord were abhorrent. What 
an infusion of character w'ent out from this and 
* other colleges ! What an infusion of character 
down to the ranks ! The experience has been uni- 
form that it is the gentle soul that makes the firm * 
hero after all. It is easy to recall the mood in 
which our young men, snatched from every peace- 
ful pursuit, went to the war. Many of them had 
never handled a g^n. They said, “ It is not in me 
to 1 ‘esist. I go because I must. It is a duty which 
I shall never for^ve myself if I deidiue. I do not 
know' that I can make a soldier. I may be very 
clumsy. Perhaps 1 shall be timid ; but you can 
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rely on me. Only one tiling is certain, 1 can well 
die, but I cannot afford to misbehave.” 

In fact the infusion of culture and tender hu< 
manity from these scholars and idealists who went 
to the war in their own despite, — God knows they 
'had no fury for killing their old friends and coun*' 
trymen, — had its signal and lasting effect. It was 
found that enthtisiasm was a more potent ally than 
science and munitions of war without it. “ It is a 
principle of war,” said Napoleon, “ that when you 
can use the thundei'bolt j^u must prefer it to the 
cannon.” Enthusiasm was the thunderbolt. Here 
in this little Massachusetts, in smaller Khode Is- 
land, in this little nesf of New England republics 
it flamed out when the guilty gun was aimed at 
Sumter. 

Mr. Chairman, standing here in Harvard Col- 
lege, the parent of all the colleges; in^Iassachu-’ 
setts, tlie parent of aU the North ; when I consider 
* her influence on the country as a principal planter 
of tlie Western States, and now, by her teachers, 
preachers, journalists and books, as well as by traf- 
flc and production, the diffuser of I'eli^ous, liter- 
ary and political opinion ; — and when I see how 
irresistible the convictions of Massachusetts are in 
these swarming populations, — I think the little 
state bigger tliau I knew. When her blood is up 
she has a fist big enough to knock down an empire. 
81 • 
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And her blood was roused. Scholars changed the 
black coat for the blue. A single company in tlie 
forty-fourth Massachusetts reffiment contained thir- 
tj--five sons of Harvard. You all know as well sis 
I the story of tliese dedicated men, who knew well 
on what duty they went, — whose fa there and moth- 
ers said of each slaughtered son, “ We gave him 
up when he enlisted.” One mother said, when her 
son was offeml the command of the fii’st negro regi- 
ment, “If he accepts it, I shall be as proud as if I 
liad heaixl that he was shot.” These men, thus ten- 
der, thus high-bred, thus peaceable, were always 
in the front and always employed.. Thc^' might 
say, with their forefathers the old Norse Vikings, 
“ We sung the mass of lances frojn morning until 
evening.” And in how many cases it chanced, 
when the hero had fallen, they who came by night 
'to his fmieu'al on the mon’ow returned to the war- 
path to show his slayere tlie way to death I 

Ah 1 young brothers, all honor and g^ratitude to • 
you, — you, manly defenders, Liberty’s and Human-., 
ity’s botly-guard ! We shall not again disparage 
America, now that we have seen what men it will 
bear. We see — we thank you for it — a new era, 
worth to mankind all the treasure and all the lives 
it has cost ; yes, worth to the world the lives of all 
this generation of American men, if they had been 
demanded. 
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The Amcrioan people are fast opening their own 
destiny. The matei’ial basis is of such extent that 
no folly of inan can quite subvei't it ; for the terri- 
tory is a considerable fraction of the planet, and the 
pojnilation neither loath nor inexj^ert to use their 
advautages. . Add, tliat this energetic race derive 
an unprecedentetl mitterial power from the new 
arts, from the expansions effected by public schools, 
cheap postage and a cheap press, from the telescope, 
the telegi'aph, the railroad, steamship, steam-ferry, 
steam -mill ; from domestic architectu:i;e, chemical 
agriculture, from ventilation, from ice, ether, caout- 
chouc, and inmunerable inventions and manufao-. 
tures. 

A scholar who lias been reading of the fabulous 
magnificence of Assyria and Persia, of Rome and 
Constantinople, leaves his library and takes his 
seat in a railroad-car, where he is importuned by 
newsboys with journals stiU wet from Liverpool 
and HaVre, with telegraphic despatches not yet fifty 
minutes old from Buffalo and Cincinnati. At the 
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screams of the steam-whistle, the train quits city 
and suburbs, darts away into the interior, drops 
every man at lus estate as it whirls along, and 
shows our traveller what tens of thousands of pow- 
erful and weaponed men, science-armed and society- 
armed, sit at lai'ge in this ample region, obscure 
from their numbers and the extent of the domain. 
He reflects on the power which each of these plain 
rejniblieans can emploj' ; how far these chains of 
intercourse and ti-avel reach, interlock, and ramify ; 
what IcA'ers, what pumps,* what exhaustive analyses 
ai'e applied to nature for the benefit of masses of 
men. Then he exclauns. What a negro-fine* royalty 
is that of Jamschid and Solomon ! What a sub- 
stantial sovereignty does my townsman possess ! A 
man who has a hundred dollars to dis2)0se of, — a 
hundred dollars over his bread, — ^ rich beyond 
^the dreamS'of the Ctesars. 

Keep our eyes as long as we can on this jno- 
ture, we cannot stave off the ulterior question, — 
the famous question of Cincas to Pyrrhus, — the 
tvHERE TO of all this power and population, these 
surveys and inventions, this taxing and tabulating, 
mill-privilege, roads, and mines. The aspect this 
country presents is a certain maniacal activity, an 
immense apparatus of cunning machinery which 
turns out, at last, 'some Nuremberg toys. Has it 
generated, as great interests do, any intellectaal 
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power ? Where are the works of the ima^iiation — 

ibe surest test of a national genius ? At least as 
far as the purpose and genius of America is yet re- 
ported in any book, it is a sterilily and no genius. 

One would say there is nothing colossal in the 
country but its geography and its material activi- 
ties ; that the moral and intellectual effects are not 
on the same soalc with the trade and production. 
There is no speech heard but that of auctioneers, 
newsboys, and the caucus. Where is the great 
breath of the New WorM, the voice of aboriginal 
nations opening new eras with hymns of lofty cheer ? 
Our books and hue arts are imitations ; there is a 
fatal incuriosity and ilisinclination in our educated 
men to new studies and the interrogation of nature. 
Wo have taste, critical talent, good professors, 
good commentators, but a lack of male energy. 
What more serious calamity can befall a people 
than a constitutional dulness and limitation ? The 
moral influence of the intellect is wanting. We 
hearken in vain for any profound voice speaking to 
the American heart, cheering timid good men, ani- 
mating the youth, consoling the defeated, and in- 
telligently announcing duties which clotlie life witli 
joy, and endear the face of land and sea to men. 
It is a poor consideration that the country wit is 
precocious, and, as we say, practical ; that political 
interests on so bi'oad a scale as ours are ad mini s - 
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terecl by little men with some saucy village taleut» 
by deft partisans, gooil cipherers ; strict economists, 
quite empt}’ of all supei'stition. 

Conceding these unfavorable appearances, it 
would yet be a poor pedantry to read the fates of 
this coimtry from these narrow data. On the con- 
trar}', we are persuaded that moral and material 
values are always commensurate. ». Every material 
organization exists to a moral end, which makes the 
roasou of its existence. Here are no books, but 
who can see the continent with its inland and sur- 
rounding waters, its temi>erate climates, its west- 
wind breathing vigor through all the. year,' its coir- 
fluence of races so favorable 'to the highest energy, 
and the infinite glut of their production, without 
putting new queries to Destiny as to the purpose 
for which this muster of nations and this sudden 
creation of enormous values is made ? 

I 

This is equally the view of science and of patri- 
otism. AVe hesitate to employ a word, so much 
abused as patriotism, whose true sense is almost 
the reverse of its popular sense. AVe have no sym- 
pathy with that boyish egotism, hoarse with cheering 
for one side, for one state, for one town : the right, 
patriotism consists in the delight which springs, 
from contributing our peculiar and legitimate ad- 
vantages to the benefit of humanity. Every foot 
of soil has its proper quality ; the grape on two> 
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sides of the same fence has new flavors; and so 

every acre on the globe, every family of men, every 
point of climate, has its distinguishing virtues. 
Certainly then this country does not lie here in 
the sun causeless ; and though it may not be easy 
to define its influence, men feel already its eman- 
cipating quality in the careless self-reliance of the 
manners, in thtfc freedom of thought, in the direct 
roads by which grievances are reached and re- 
dressed, and even in the reckless and sinister poli- 
tics, not less than in purer exjiressions. Bad as it 
is, this freedom leads onwai*d and upward, — to a 
Colmubia of thought and art, which is the last and 
endless end of Columbus’s adventure. 

Lovers of our country, but not always approvers 
of the public coimsels, we should certainly be glad 
to give good advice in politics. We have not been 
able to escape our national and endemic habit, and 
to be liberated from interest in the elections and in 
public affairs. Nor have we eared to disfranchise 
ourselves. We are more solicitous than others to 
make our polities clear and healthful, as we believe 
politics to be nowise accidental or exceptional, but 
subject to the same laws with trees, earths, and 
acids. M^e see that reckless and destructive fury 
which characterizes the lower classes of American 
society, ‘and which is pampered l^y hundreds of prof- 
ligate presses. The young intriguers who drive in 
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bai'-rooms and town-meetings the trade of politics, 
sagacious only to seize the victorious side, have put 
the country into the position of an ovei'gi’own bully, 
and Massachusetts finds no heait or head to give 
weight and efficacy to her eontraiy judgment. In 
hours when it seemed only to need one just word 
from a man of honor to have vindicated the rights 
of millions, and to have given a true direction to 
the first steps of a nation, we have seen tlie best 
imdcrstandings of Xew England, the trusted lead- 
ers of her counsels, coustttuting a snivelling and de- 
spised opposition, cla})})ed on the back by comfort- 
able capitalists from all sections, and, perstiaded to 
say, "We are too old to stand for what is called a 
]>few England sentiment any longer. Kely on us 
for commercial representatives, but for questions of 
ethics, — who knows what markets may be opened ? 
iWe are not well, we arc not in our seats, when jus- 
tice and humanity are to be S}>oken for. 

We have a bad war, many victories, each of 
which converts the country into an immense chan- 
ticleer ; and a very insincere ix>litical opposition. 
The country needs to be extricated from its delir- 
ium at once. Public affairs are chained in the 
same law with private ; the retributions of armed 
states are not less sure and signal than those which 
come to private fe]pns. The facility of noCajorities 
is no protection from the natural sequence of their 
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own acts. Men reason badly, but nature and des- 
tiny are logical. 

But, whilst we should think our pains well be- 
stowed if we could cure the infatuation of states- 
men, and should be sincerely pleased if we could 
give a direction to the Federal jiolitics, we are far 
from believing politics the primal interest of men. 
On the contrary^ we hold that the law's and govern- 
ors cannot possess a commanding interest for any 
but vacant or fanatical people ; for the reason that 
tliis is simjdy a formal amksuijerficial interest; and 
men of a solid genius are only interested in substan- 
tial tiling. 

The State, like the individual, should rest on an 
ideal basis. Not only man but nature is injured by 
the imputation that man exists only to be fattened 
with bread, but he lives in such conuection with 
Thought and Fact that his bread is surely involved* 
as one element thereof, but is not its end and aim. 
So the insight which commands the laws and con- 
ditions of the true polity pi-ecludes forever all in- 
terest in the squabbles of parties. As soon as men 
have tasted the enjoyment of learning, friendship 
and virtue, for which the State exists, the prizes of 
office appear polluted, and their followers outcasts. 

A journal that would meet the real wants of this 
time must have a courage and^power sufficient to 
solve the problems which the great groping society 
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around us, stupid with perjilexity, is dumbly explor* 
ing. Let it not show its astuteness by dodging 
each difficidt question and arguing diffusely every 
point on which men arc long ago unanuuous. Can 
it front this matter of Socialism, to whu!h the 
names of Owen and Fomaer have attached, and 
dispose of that question? Will it cope wth the 
allied questions of Govemnienti Nonresistance, 
and all that belongs under that category ? Will it 
measure itself with the chapter on Slavery, in some 
sort the si)eeial enigma "iof the time, as it has pro- 
voked against it a sort of inspiration and enthusiasm 
singular in modern history? There are* literary 
and philosophical reputations to settle. The name 
of Swedenborg has in this very time acquired new 
honors, and the current year has witnessed the ap- 
pearance, in their iii'st English translation, of his 
•manuscripts. Here is an unsettled account in the 
book of Fame ; a nebida to dim eyes, but which 
great telescopes may yet resolve into a Aragnificent 
system. Here is the standing problem of Natural 
Science, and the merits of her great interpreters 
to be determined ; the encyclopaedical Humboldt, 
and the intrepid generalizations collected by the 
author of the “ Vestiges of Creation.” Here is the 
balance to be adjusted between the exact French 
school of Cuvier, asid tlie genial catholic theorists, 
Geofifroy St. Hilaire, Goethe, Davy, and Ag^siz. 
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Will it venture into the thin and difficult air of 
that school where the secrets of structure are dis- 
cussed under the topics of mesmerism and the twi- 
lights of demonology ? 

What will easily seem to many a far higher ques- 
tion than any other is that which respects the em- 
bodying of the Conscience of the period. Is the 
age we live in unyFriendly to the highest powers ; to 
that blending of the affections with the poetic fac- 
ulty which has distinguished the Kelig^ous Ages ? 
We have a better opinion of the economy of nature 
than to fear that those var3dng phases which hu- 
manity presents, ever leave out any of the grand 
springs of human acti&n. Mankind for the mo- 
ment seem to be in search of a religion. The Jevr- 
ish cultus is declining ; the Divine, or, as some will 
say, the truly Human, hovers, now seen, now un- 
seen, before us. This period of peace,, this hour 
when the jangle of contending churches is hushing 
,or hushed, yrill seem only the more propitious to 
those who believe that man need not fear the want 
of religion, because they know his religious consti- 
tution, — that he must rest on the moral and reli- 
gious sentiments, as the motion of bodies rests 
on geometry. In the rapid decay of what was 
called religion, timid and unthinking people fancy 
a decay of the hope of man. l^ut the moral and 
religious sentiments meet us everywhere, alike iii 
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markets as in chni'ches. A God starts up beliind 
cotton bales also. The conscience of man is regen- 
erated as is the atmosphere, so that society cannot 
be debauched. Tlie health which we call Virtue 
is an equipoise which easily redresses itself, and re- 
sembles those rocking-stones wliich a child’s finger 
can move, and a weight of many hundred tons can- 
not overthrow. 

With these convictions, a few friends of good let> 
ters have thought fit to associate themselves for the 
conduct of a new journal. We have obeyed the 
custom and convenience of the time in adopting this 
form of a Re\'iew, as a mould into which all metal 
most easily runs. But the form shall not bo suf- 
fered to be an impediment. The name might con- 
vey the impression of a book of criticism, and that 
notliing is to be found here which was not written 
-expressly for the Review ; but good readers know 
that inspired pages are not written to fill a space, 
but for inevitable utterance ; and to suvh our jour- ■ 
nal is freely and solicitously open, even though 
everything else be excluded. We entreat tlie aid of 
.every lover of truth and right, and let these princi- 
ples entreat for us. We rely on the talents and in- 
dustry of good men known to us, but much more on 
the magnetism of truth, which is multiplying and 
educating advocates for itself and friends for us. 
We rely on the truth for and against ourselves. 
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Among those movements which seem to be, now 
and then, endemic in the public mind, — perhaps 
we should say, sporadic, — rather than the single 
inspiration of one mind, is^that which has urged on 
society the benefits of action having for its object 
a benefit to the position of Woman. And none is 
more seriously interesting to every healthful and 
tlioughtful mind. 

In that race which is now predominant over all 
tlie other races of men, it was a cherished belief 
that women had an oracular nature. They are more , 
delicate than men, — delicate as iodine {o light, — 

, and thus h^re impressionable. They are the best 
index of the coming hour. I share this belief. I 
think their words are to be weighed ; but it is their 
inconsiderate word, — according to the rule, * take 
their first advice, not their second : ’ as Coleridge 
was wont to apply to a lady for her judgment in 
questions of taste, and accept it j but when she added 
— “I think so, because ” — “ Pardon me, madam,” 
he said, “ leave me to find out the reasons for my- 

TOU XX. 23 



338 


n’o.u-i*v. 


self.” In this sense, as more delicate mercuries of 
the im}K>nderal)le and immaterial influences, what 
they say and think is the shadow of coming events. 
Their very dolls are indicative. Among our Norse 
aucestoi's, Frigga was worshipped as the goddess of 
women. “ AVeirdes all,” sjiid the Edda, “ Frigga 
knoweth, though she tellcth them never.” That is 
to say, all wisdoms AVoman knours ; though she 
takes them for granted, and does not explain them 
as discoveries, like the imdcrstanding of man. Men 
remark figure : women always catch the expression. 
They inspire by a look, and pass with us not sO' 
much by what they say or do, as by tlieir presence. 
They learn so fast and convey the result so fast as 
to outrun the logic of their slow brother and make 
his acquisitions poor. ’T is their mood and tone 
that is important. Does their mind misgive them,, 
or are they firm and cheerful ? ’T is a true report 
that things ai*e going ill or well. And any remark* 
able opinion or movement 8hai*ed by woman will 
be the first sign of revolution. 

Plato said, AA^omen are the same as men in fac- 
ulty, only less in degi’ee. But the general voice of 
mankind has agreed that they have their ow'ii 
strength ; that women are strong by sentiment ; 
that the same mental height which their husbands 
attain by toU, they attain by sjTnpathy with their 
husbands. Man is the will, and AV^oman the senti- 
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ment. In this ship of humanity, Will is the rud- 
der, and Sentiment the sail: when Woman af- 
fects to steer, the rudder is only a masked sail. 
When women engage in any art or trade, it is usu- 
ally as a resource, not as a primary object. The 
life of the affections is primary to them, so that 
there is usually no employment or career which 
they will not with their own applause and that of 
society quit for a suitable marriage. And they 
give entirely to their affections, set their whole for- 
tune on the die, lose themsSlves eagerly in the glory 
of their husbands and childi’en. Man stands aston- 
ished at a mag»ianimity he cannot pretend to. Mrs. 
Lucy Hutchinson, one of the heroines of the English 
Commonwealth, who wrote the life of her husband, 
the Governor of Nottingham, says, “ If he esteemed 
her at a higher rate than she in herself could have 
deserved, he was the author of that virtue he doted ' 
on, while she only reflected his own glories upon 
' him. All Aat she was, was hhn, while he was hers, 
and all that she is now, at best, but his pale shade.” 

As for Plato’s opinion, it is true that, up to recent 
times, in no art or science, not in 2>amting, poetry, 
or music, l^ave tliey jiroduced a master-piece. Till 
the new education and larger oi^portunities of very 
modern times, this i)qsition, with the fewest possi- 
ble excejitions, has always been •true. Sappho, to 
bo sure, in the Olympic Games, gained the crown 
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over Pindar. But, in general, no mastery in either 
of the fine arts — which should, one would say, be 
the arts of women — has yet been obtained by them, 
equal to the mastery of men in the same. The 
part they play in education, in the care of the 
young and the tuition of older children, is their or* 
ganic office in the world. So much sympathy as 
they have, makes them inestimable as tlie media* 
tors between those who have knowledge and those 
who want it : besides, their fine organization, their 
taste, and love of details,* makes the knowledge they 
give better in their hands. 

But there is an art which is better tlian ^painting, 
poetrj', music, or architecture, — better than bot- 
any, geology, or any science ; namely. Conversa- 
tion. Wise, cultivated, genial conversation is the 
last flower of civilization and the best result which 
life has to, offer us, — a cup for gods, which has no 
repentance. Conversation is our account of our- 
selves. All we have, all wc can, all we know, is < 
brought into play, and as the reproduction, in finer 
form, of all oiu’ havings. 

Women are, by this and their social influence, 
the civilizers of mankind. What is civilization ? 1 
answer, the power of good woQien. It was Bums’s 
remark when he first cante to Edinburgh that be- 
tween the men of rustic life and the polite world 
he observed little difference *, that in the former, 
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though unpolished by fashion and unenlightened 
by science, he had found much observation and 
much intelligence ; but a refined and accomplished 
woman was a being almost new to him, and of 
which he had formed a very inadequate idea. I 
like women,” said a clear-headed man of the world, 
“ they are so finished.” They finish socieiy, man- 
ners, language.* Form and ceremony are their 
realm. They embellish trifles. All these ceremo- 
nies tliat hedge our life around are not to be de- 
spised, and when we ha\^ become habituated to 
tlicm cannot be dispensed with. No woman can 
despise fhcm with impunity. Their genius delights 
in ceremonies, in forms, in decorating life with 
manners, with proprieties, order and grace. They 
are, in their nature, more relative ; the circum- 
stance must always be fit ; out of place tliey lose 
half their weight, out of place tliey ajre disfian-* 
chised. Position, Wren said, is essential to the 
perfecting Bf beauty ; — a fine building is lost in a 
dark lane ; a statue should stand in the air ; much 
more true is it of woman. 

We commonly say that easy circumstances seem 
somehow necessary to the finish of the female char- 
acter ; but then it is to be remembered that they 
ci'eate these with all their might. They are always 
making that civilization which «they require j that 
state of art, of decoration, that ornamental life in 
which they best appear. • 
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The spiritnal force of man is as much shown in 
taste, in his fancy imd imagination — attaching 
deep meanings to things and to arbitrary inven- 
tions of no real value, — as in his j)erception of 
truth. lie is as much raised above the beast by 
this creative faculty as by any other. The horse 
and ox use no delays ; they run to the river when 
thirsstj', to the com when hungry, and say no thanks 
l/ut fight donm whatever opposes their appetite. 
But man invents and adorns all he does with de- 
lays and degrees, paints ‘it all over with forms, to 
please himself better ; he invented majesty and the 
etiquette of courts and drawing-rooms ; hrchitec- 
tiu*e, curtains, dress, all luxuries and adornments, 
and the elegance of privacy, to increase tlie joys of 
society. He invented marriage ; and surroimded 
by religion, by comeliness, by all manner of digni- 
( ties and renunciations, the union of the sexes. 

And how should we better measure the gulf be- 
tween the best intercourse of men in rid Athens, 
in London, or in our American capitals, — iKjtween 
this and the hedgehog existence of diggers of 
worms, and the eaters of clay and offal, — than by 
signalizing just this department of taste or come- 
liness? Herein woman is thq prime genius and 
ordainer. There is no grace that is taught by the 
dancing-master, no, style adopted into the etiquette 
of courts, but was first the whim and mere action 
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of some brilliant woman, who charmed beholders 
by this new expression, and made it remembered 
and copied. And I think they should magnify 
their ritual of manners. Society, conversation, de- 
corum, flowers, dances, colors, forms, are their 
homes and attendants. They should be found in 
flt surroundings — with fair approaches, with agree- 
able architectui^, and with all advantages which 
the means of man collect : — 

** The far-fctclied diamond finds its home 
Fhisliing and sinoniclering in her hair. 

For her tlie se«as their pearls reveal, 

* Art and strange lands her pomp supply 
With purple, chrdiiic and cocluneal. 

Ochre and lapis lazuli. 

The worm its golden woof presents. 

Whatever runs, flies, dives or delves 
All doff for lier their ornaments, 

VlTiich suit her better than themselyes.” 

There i% no gift of nature wdthout some draw- 
back. So, to women, this exquisite structure could 
not exist without its own penalty. More vulner- 
able, more infirm, more mortal than men, they 
could not be such excellent artists in this element 
of fancy ft they di(| not lend and give themselves 
to it. They are poets who believe their own poe- 
try. They emit from their poi;es a colored atmos- 
phere, one would say, wave upon wave of rosy lightf 
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in which they walk evermore, and see all objects 
through this warm-tinted mist that envelops them. 

But the starry crown of woman is in the power 
of her affection and sentiment, and the infinite en> 
hirgements to which they lead. Beautiful is the 
passion of love, painter and adorner of youth and 
early life : but who susiiects, in its blushes and tre- 
mors, what tragedies, heroisms and immortalities 
are beyond it ? The passion, with all its grace and 
poetry, is profane to that which follows it. All 
these affections are only introductory to that which 
is beyond, and to that which is sublime. 

We men have no I’ight to say it, but the bmniiJO- 
tcncc of Eve is in humility. ‘ The instincts of man* 
kind have drawn the Virgin Mother — 

Created beings all in lowliness 
Surpassing, as in height above them all.” 

“ This is the Divine Person whom Dante and Mil- 
ton saw in vision. This is the victory of Griselda,. 
her supreme humility. And it is when love haa 
reached this height that all our pretty rhetoric be- 
gins to have meaning. When we see that, it adds 
to the soul a new soul, it is honey in the mouth, 
music in the ear and balsam in the heart., 

“ Far have 1 clambered in my mind, 

But nought so great as Love 1 find. 

\Vlutt is thy«teut, where dost thou dwell ^ 

* My mansion is humility. 

Heaven’s vastest capability.' 
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The further it doth downward tend. 

The higher up it doth ascend.” 

The first thing men think of, when they love, is 
to exhibit their usefulness and advantages to the 
object of their affection. Women make light of 
these, asking only love. They wish it to be an ex> 
change of nobleness. 

There is mueh in their nature, much -in their so> 
cial position which g^ves them a certain power of 
divination. And women know, at first sight, the 
characters of those with whom they converse.. 
There is much that tends to g^ve them a religious 
height which* men do not attain. Their sequestra- 
tion &om affairs and from the injury to the moral 
sense which affaiia often inflict, aids this. And in 
every remarkable religious development in the 
world, women have taken a leading part. It is 
very curious that in the East, where •Woman oS~ 
cupies, nationally, a lower sphere, where the laws 
resist the education and emancipation of women, — 
in the Mohammedan faith. Woman yet occupies the 
same leading position, as a prophetess, that she has 
among the ancient Greeks, or among tire Hebrews, 
or among the Saxons. This power, this religious 
character, is everywhere to be remarked in them. 

The action of society is progressive. In barba- 
rous somety the position of women is always low — 
in the Eastern nations lower than in tlie West. 
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* When a daughter Is bom,” sajs the Shiking, the 
old Sacred Book of China, “she sleeps on the 
ground, she is cloUicd with a 'wi'apper, she plays 
with a tile; she is incapable of evil or of good.” 
And something like tliat position, in all low society, 
is the position of woman; because, as before re> 
marked, she is herself its civilizer. With the ad* 
vancements of society the position ;vnd influence of 
woman bring her strength or her faults into light. 
In modem times, three or four conspiciious in- 
strumentalities may be marked. After the deifica- 
tion of Woman in the Catholic Church, in the six- 
teenth or seventeenth centuty, — when her rfeligious 
nature gave her, of course, new imjx>rtance, — the 
Quakers have the honor of having first established, 
in their discipline, the equality in the sexes. It is 
even more perfect in the later sect of the Shakers, 
wherein no ^msiness is broached or counselled with- 
out the intervention of one elder and one eldercss. 

' A second epoch for Woman was in Fraace, — en- 
tirely civil ; the change of sentiment from a mde to 
z. polite character, in the age of LouLs XIV., — 
commonly dated from the building of the Ildtel de 
Bambouillet. I tliink another important step was 
made by the doctrine of Swedenborg, a sublime 
genius who gave a scientific exposition of the part 
played severally by,, man and woman in the world, 
and showed the difference of sex to run through na- 
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ture and through thought. Of all Christian sects 
this is at this moment the most vital and aggressive. 

Another step was the effect of the action of the 
age in the antagonism to Slavery. It was easy to 
enlist "Woman in this; it was impossible not to en- 
list her. But that Cause turned out to be a gpreat 
scholar. lie was a terrible metaphysician. He 
was a jurist, a^poet, a divine. Was never a Uni- 
versity of Oxford or Gottingen that made such stiu 
dents. It took a man from the plough and made 
him acute, eloquent, and wise, to the silencing of the 
doctors. There was nothing it did not pry into, no 
right it'did ixot exploi'e, no wrong it did not expose. 
And it has, among its*other effects, given Woman a 
feeling of public duty and an added self-respect. 

One truth leads in another by the hand ; one right 
is an accession of strength to take more. And the 
times are marked by the new attitude.of Womai»; 
urging, by argument and by association, her rights 
of all kin<k, — in short, to one-half of the world ; — 
as the right to education, to avenues of employ- 
ment, to equal rights of property, to equal rights 
in marriage, to the exercise of the professions and 
of suffrage. 

Of course, this qonspicuousness had its inconven- 
iences. But it is cheap wit that has been spent on 
this subjeet ; from Aristophan^, in whose comedies 
1 confess my didness to find good joke, to Kabelaisy 
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in irhom it is monstrous exaggeration of tempera- 
ment, and not borne out by anything in nature, — 
down to English Comedy, and, in our day, to Ten- 
nyson, and the American newspapers. In all, the 
body of the joke is one, namely, to charge women 
nith temperament ; to describe them as victims of 
temperament; and is identical witli Mahomet's 
opinion that women have not a sufficient moral or 
intellectual force to control the perturbations of 
their physical structure. These were all drawings 
of morbid anatomy, and %uch satire as might be 
written on tlie tenants of a hospital or on an asylum 
for idiots. Of course it would be easy for 'women 
to retaliate in kind, by painting men from the d<^ 
and gorillas that have worn our shai)e. That they 
have not, is an eulogy on their taste and self-respect. 
The good easy world took the joke which it liked. 
There is always the want of thought ; there is al- 
ways credulity. There are plenty of people who be- 
lieve women to be incapable of anything but to 
cook, incapable of interest in affairs. There are 
plenty of people who believe that the world is gov- 
erned by men of dark complexions, that affairs are 
only directed by such, and do not seethe u^ of con- 
templative men, or how ignoble would be the world 
that wanted them. And so without the affection 
of women. • 

But for the general charge : no doubt it is well 
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founded. They are victims of the finer temperar 
ment. They have tears, and gaieties, and faintings, 
and glooms, and devotion to trifles. Nature’s end, 
of maternity for twenty years, was of so supreme 
importance that it was to be secured at all events, 
even to the sacrifice of the highest beauty. They 
are more personal. Men taunt them that, what- 
ever diey do, s^, read or write, they are thinking of 
themselves and their set. Men are not to the same 
degree temperamented, for there are multitudes of 
men who live to objects quite out of them, as to pol- 
itics, to trade, to letters or an art, unhindered by 
any iitiluencf of constitution. 

The answer that lies, silent or spoken, in the 
minds of well-meaning persons, to the new claims, 
is this : that, though their matiiematical justice is 
not to be denied, yet tlie best women ^ do not wiali 
these things ; they are asked for by people who 
intellectually seek them, but who have not the sup- 
port or sympathy of the ti*uest women ; and that, if 
the laws and customs were modified in the manner 
proposed, it would embai*ras$ and pain gentle and 
lovely persons with duties which they would find 
ix*ksome*aud distasteful. Very likely. Providence 
is always surprising us witli new and tmlikely in- 
struments. But perhaps it isjbecause these people 
have been deprived of education, fine companions. 



opportunities, such as they wishcil, — bccauso they 
feel the same nuleness and disadvantage which of- 
fends you, — that tliey have been stung to say, ‘‘ It 
is too late for us to be polished and fashioned into 
beauty, but, at least, we will see that the whole 
race of women shall not suffer as w'c have suf- 
fered.'* 

They have an uncpiestionable right to their ow’n 
propert3% And if a woman demand votes, offices 
and political equality w'ith men, as among the 
Shakers an Elder and Eldcress ai*e of equal jwwcr, 
— and among the Quakers, — it must not be re- 
fused. It is very cheap wit that finds it so droll 
that a woman should vote. Educate and refine S(v 
ciety to the highest i>oint, — bring together a culti- 
vated society of both sexes, in a drawing-room, and 
consult and decide by voices on a question of taste 
Oft* on a question of right, and is there aii}' absurdity 
or any practical difficulty in obtaining their authen- 
tic opinions? If not, then there need beSione in a 
hundred companies, if you educate them and accus- 
tom them to judge. And, for the effect of it, I can 
say, for one, that all my pomts would sooner be 
carried in the state if women voted. On the ques- 
tions that are important; — whether the govern- 
ment shall be in one person, or whether representa- 
tive, or whether democratic ; whether men shall be 
holdcn in bondage, or shall be roasted alive and 
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eaten, as in Typec, or shall be hunted with blood- 
hounds, as in this country ; whether men shall be 
hanged for stealing, or hanged at all ; whether the 
unlimited sale of cheap liquors shall be allowed ; — 
they Avould give, I suppose, as intelligent a vote as 
the voters of Boston or New York. 

We may ask, to be sure, — Why need you vote? 
If new power js here, of a character which solves 
old tough questions, which puts me and all the rest 
in the wrong, tiaes and condemns oiir religion, cus- 
toms, laws, and opens new careers to our young re- 
ceptive men and women, you can well leave voting 
to the old dead people. Those whom you teach, and 
those whom you half 'teach, will fast enough make 
themselves considered and strong with their new 
insight, and votes will follow from all the duH. 

The objection to tlieir voting is tlie same as is 
urged, in the lobbies of legislatures, agp,inst clergy- 
men who take an active part in jjolitics ; — that if 
they are*good clergymen they are unacquainted 
with the expediencies of politics, and if they be- 
come good politicians they are worse clerg3Tnen. 
So of women, that they cannot enter tliis arena 
without being contaminated and unsexed. 

Here arc two oy three objections; first, a want 
of pi*actical wisdom; second, a too purely ideal 
view; 'and, tliird, danger of gontamination. For 
their w'ant of intimate knowledge of affairs, I do 
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not think thb ought to disqualify them from vo^ng 
at any town-meeting which I ever attended. I 
oouhl heartily wish the objection were sound. But 
if any man will take the trouble to see how our 
people vote, — how many gentlemen are willing to 
take on themselves the trouble of tliiuking and de- 
t^mining for you, and, standing at the door of tlie 
polls, give every innocent citizen his ticket as he 
eomes in, informing him that this is the vote of his 
party ; and how the innocent citizen, without furtlier 
demur, goes and drops it ia the ballot-box, — I can- 
not but think he will agree that most women might 
vote as wisely. 

For the other point, of tiieir not knowing tl»e 
world, and aiming at abstract right without allow- 
ance for circumstances, — that is not a disqualifica- 
tion, but a qualification. Human society is made 
vp of partialities. Each citizen has an interest 
and a view of his own, which, if followed out to the 
cxti'eme, would leave no room for any otl^r citizen. 
One man is timid and another lash; one would 
change nothing, and the other is pleased with noth- 
ing; one wishes schools, another armies, one gun- 
boats, another public gardens. Bring all these 
biases together and something is done in favor of 
them alL 

Every one is a hajf vote, but the next elector be- 
hind him brings the other or corresponding half in 
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Ills hand: a I’casonablc result is had. Now there 
is no lack, I am sure, of the expediency, or of the 
interests of trade or of imperative class-interests 
being neglected. There is no lack of votes rejjre- 
senting the physical wants ; and if in your city the 
uneducated emigrant vote numbers thousands, rep- 
resenting a brutal ignorance and mere animal 
wants, it is to W cori*ected by an educated and re- 
ligious vote, representing the wants and desires of 
honest and refined persons. If the wants, the pas- 
sions, the vices, are allowAl a full vote through the 
hands of a half-brutal intemperate population, I 
think it* but fair that the virtues, the asiiirations 
should be allowed a fidl vote, as an offset, through 
the purest part of the people. 

As for the unsexing and contamination, — tliat 
only accuses our existing politics, shows how barbar- 
ous we are, — that our jiolicies are so crewked, made* 
up of things not to be spoken, to be understood only 
by wink ai#d nudge ; this man to be coaxed, that 
man to be bought, and that other to be duped. It 
is easy to see that there is contamination enough, 
but it rots tlae men now, and fills the air with 
stench. Qomc out of that : it is like a dance-cellar. 
The fairest names in this country in literature, in 
law, have gone into Congress and come out dishon- 
ored. And when I read tlie list 6f men of intellect, 
of Infilled pursuits, giants in law, or eminent schol- 

voK. XI. 23 
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ars, or of social distiuctiou, leatliiig men of wealth 
and enterprise in tlie comiuereial community, and 
see a^at they have voted for and suffered to he 
votetl for, I think no cominimity was ever so }X}> 
litely and elejf.mtiy betniyed, 

I do not think it yet apjHsars that women wish 
this equal share in public affairs. But it is they 
and not we tliat are to determine it. Let the laa;s 
be purged of every barbiu-ous remainder, every 
l>arbarous im[HHliinent tb women. Let the public 
donations for education be equally shared by them, 
let them enter a school a.s freely as a choi'ch, let 
them have and luJd and give their pro|>ei’ty as men 
do theirs ; — and in a few years it will easily a]>- 
j)ear whether they wish a voice in making the laws 
that are to govern them. If you do refuse them a 
’•vote, you will also refuse to tax them, — according 
to our Teutonic principle, No representation, no 
tax. *- 

AH events of history are to be regarded as 
growths and offshoots of the expanding mind of die 
i-ace, and this appearance of new opinions, their 
currency and force in many minds, is itself the 
wonderful fact. For whatever is popular is imjior* 
tant, shows the spontaneous sense of the hour. The 
aspiration of this'-century will be the code of the 
next. It holds of high and distant causes, of the 
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same influences iluit make tUe sun and moon. 
When new opinions apiKsar, they will be enter- 
tained and resiKJcted, by every fair mind, accord- 
ing to tlieir reasonableness, and not according to 
their couvenieuce, or their fitness to shock our cus- 
toms. But let us deal with them greatly ; let them 
make their way by the upj)cr road, and not by the 
'iway of manufaetuving public opinion, which lapses 
«*ontinually into exjKHlieney, and makes charlatans. 
All tliat Ls sjiontancous is irresistible, and forever 
it is individual force tliat#iuterests. I need not ro- 
j'leat to you, — your o\m solitude w'ill suggest it, — 
that a raastmline woman is not strong, but a lady is. 
'Hie loneliest thought, the purest prayer, is rushing 
to l>e the history of a thousand years. 

Let us have tlie true woman, the adonier, the 
hospitable, tlie religious heart, and no lawyer need 
be ctiUed in to write stipulations, the cunning 
clauses of provision, the strong investitiues ; — for 
woman moulds the lawgiver and writes the law'. 
But I ought to say, I think it iiniwssible to sepa- 
rate tlie interests and education of the sexes. Im- 
prove and refine the men, and you do Uie same by 
the women, w'hether you will or no. Every w'omau 
Ijeiug the wife or ^le daughter of a man, — wife, 
daughter, sister, mother, of a man, she can never 
lie very far from his ear, uever^uot of his counsel, 
if she has really something to urge that is good in 
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itself and agreeable to natui’e. Slavery it is that 
makes slavery ; freedom, freedom. The slavery of 
women happened when the men were slaves of 
kings. The melioration of manners brought their 
melioration of coui’se. It eoultl not be otherwise, 
;uid hence the new desire of better laws. For thcit? 
are always a certain number of 2)a.ssiouately loving 
fathers, brothers, husbands and sops who i)ut their 
might into the endeavor to make a daughter, a wifi>, 
or a mother ha2>jjy in the way that suits best. 
Woman should lind in mftn her guardian. Silentlv 
she looks for that, and when she fiud.s that he is 
not, as she instantly does, she betakes'" her to 
her own defences, and doe.s the best she can. But 
when he is her guardian, fuliilled with aU noble- 
ness, knows and accej)ts his duties as her brother, 
all goes well for both. 

* The new, movement is only a tide shared by the 
spirits of man and woman ; and you may i>roeeed 
in the fiiith that wlmtever the woman's heart is 
prompted to desire, the man’s mind is simultauo' 
ously 2)rompted to aecoin2>lish. 
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Sir, — The fatigue of your many public visits, io 
such unbroken succession as may compare with tlie 
toils of a campaign, forbid us to detain you long. 
Tlie people of this town share with their country- 
men the Oilmiration of valor and perseverance ; they, 
like their compatriots^ have been hungry to see the 
man wlmse extraordinary elo<iuencc is seconded by 
the splendor and the solidity of his actions. But, 
ns it is the privilege of the j>eoj)le of this town to 
keep a hallowed mound which has a jdacc in tbe 
story of the country ; as C’tmeonl is one of the mon- 
uments o| freedom ; we knew beforehand tliat you 
could not go by us ; you could not take all your 
steps in the pilgrimage of American liberty, until 
you had seen with your eyes the ruins of the bridge 
where a handful of brave farmers opened our Rev- 
olution. Therefore, we sat and waited for yon. 

And now, Sir, uve are heartily glad to see you, at 
last, ih these fields. We set* no more value than 
you do on cheers and 11022.18. But we think that 
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the graves of our hci*oe8 around us throb to 

a footstep that sounded like their ou'u : — 

The iniglity tread 

JEkiiigs from the dust the sound of liberty.” 

Sir, ure have watched with attention your prog- 
Te,ss through the land, and the varying feeling with 
which you have been received, and the unvarying 
tone and countenance which you have luaintaincd. 
We 'wi.sh to discriminate in our regartl. We wish 
to reserve our honor for actions of the noblest 
strain. We ])lease oursc|ves tliat in you we meet 
one whose tem|K‘r was long since trietl in the fire, 
and made equal to all events ; a man so tnily in 
love with the greatest futuve, that he cannot be 
divertetl to any less. 

It is our republican doctrine, too, that the wide 
variety of opinions is an advantage. I Wlieve I 
ipay say of the jwojdc of this countiy at largt*, that 
their sympathy is more worth, bwause it stands tlie 
test of party. It is not a blind wave ; it J.s a living 
soul contending with living souls. It is, in every 
expression, antagonized. No opinion will pa.s.s but 
must stand the tug of war. As you see, the love 
yon win is worth soinetliing ; for it has been argued 
through ; its foundation searched ; it ha^ proved 
sound and whole ; it may he a\'owcd ; it will last» 
and it unll draw all ppinion to itself. 

We have seen, with great pleasure, that there ia 



ADDRESS TO KOSSUTH, 8tfl 

nofliing accidental M your attitude. We have seen 
tliat you are organically in that cause you pl^uL 
The man of freedom, you are also the man of fate. 
You do not elect, but you are elected by (3od and 
your gcnias to the task. We do not, ^lerefore, 
affect to thank you. We only see in you the angel 
of freedom, crossing sea and land ; crasslng parties, 
i nationalities, private interests and self-esteems; di- 
viding populations where you go, and drawing to 
your part only the good. AYe are afraid that you 
are growing i>opular, Sir^ you may be called to the 
dangers of prosjierity. But, hitherto, you have had 
in all oountries and in all parties only the men of 
heart. I do not kno^' but you will have the mil- 
lion yet. Then, may your strength be equal to your 
day. But remember, Sir, tbateverytliing great and 
excellent in the world is in minorities. 

Far Ikj from us, Sir, any tone of patronage ; tje 
ought lather to ask yours. AVc know tlie austere 
condition^f liberty — that it must be reconquered 
over and over again ; yea, day by <lay ; tliat it is a 
state of war ; that it is always slipping from those 
who boast it to those who fight for it : and you, 
the foremost soldier of freedom in tliis age, — it is 
for us fib crave your judgment; who are we that 
we should dictate to you? You have won your 
own. *We only affirm it. Thisj country of working- 
men greets in you a worker. This republic greets 
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in yon a republican. We only say^ ‘Well done, 
good and fmthful. ’ — You have earned your own 
nobilify at home. We admit you ad eundem (as 
they say at College). We admit you to the same 
degree, widiout new trial. We suspend all rules 
before so paramount a merit. You may well sit a 
doctor in the college of liberty. You hare achieved 
your right to interpret our Wash^gton. And 1 
speak the sense not only of every generous Ameri- 
can, but the law of mind, when I say that it is not 
those who live idly in the '.nty called after his name, 
but those who, aU over the world, think and act like 
him, who can claim to explain the sentimciit of 
Washington. ' 

Sir, whatever obstruction from selfishness, indif- 
ference, or from proi>erty (which always sjTupa- 
thizes with possession) you may encounter, we con- 
gratulate yop that you have known how to convert 
calamities into jrawers, exile into a campaign, pres- 
ent defeat into lasting victory. For thir new cru- 
sade which yon preach to ■w'illing and to unwilling 
ears in America is a sceil of armed men. You 
have got your story told in every palace and log hut 
and prairie camp, throughout this continent. And, 
as the shores of Europe and An^erica approach ev- 
ery month, and their {tolitics will one day mingle, 
vvhen the crisis arrives it will find us all instructed 
1)eforehand in the rights and wrongs of Hungary, 
and parties alj^eatly to her frectlom. 
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Mr. President and Gentlemen: 

I do not know by wliat untoward aoeident it has 
chanced, and I forbear to iinjuire, tliat, in this ae- 
coinplished eirele, it shoidd fall to me, the worst 
Seolsiaan <>f alb to recfive your eoiumaiuls, and at 
the liitest hour too, to respond to the sentiment 
just oft'ered, and which indeed makes the occasion. 
But I am told there is no api)eal, and I must trust 
to the inspirations of the theme to m:ikc a fitness 
which does not otherwise exist. Yet, Sir, I hcai't- 
ily feel the singular claims of tlic ovcasiou. .cVi 
the first announcement, from I know not whence, 
that the 2i)th of January was tlic hundredth anni- 
versary of the hii'th of Robert Burns, xi .sudden con- 
sent warmed the great English race, in xill its king- 
doms, colonies and State.s, all over the world, to 
keep the fe.stival. We are here to hold our parlixi- 
ment witli love aiuj poesy, as men were wont to do 
in the Middle Ages. Tliose famous parliaments 
might dr might not have had more stateliness and 
better singers thsui we, — though that is yet to be 
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known, — but they could not have better rcak>n. 

I can only explain this singular unanimity in a race 
winch rarely acts together, but rather after their 
watchword, Each for himself, — by the fact that 
Eobert Bums, the poet of tlie middle class, repre- 
sents in the mind of men to-day that great uprising 
of the middle clxtss against the ai*med and privileged 
minorities, that uprising which worked politically 
in the American and French Kevolutions, and 
wliich, not in governments so mueli as in education 
and social order, has changed the face of the 
world. 

In order for this destiny, his biiih, bieed’iig and 
fortunes were low'. Ilis organic sentiment was ab- 
solute independence, and resting as it should on a 
life of labor. No man existed wlio could look down 
on him. They that looked into his eyes saw that 
they might look down the sky os easily. Ills muso 
and teaching was common-sense, joj'ful, aggressive, 
iiTesistible. Not Latimer, not Luther struck more 
telling blows against false theology than did this 
brave singer. The Confession of Augsburg, the 
Declaration of Independence, the French Eights of 
Man, and the Marseillaise, are not more weighty 
documents in the lustory of freedom than the songs 
of Bums. His satire Im lost none of its edge. 

II is musical arrows yet sing through the air. He 
is so substantially a reformer that 1 find his grand 
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platn scuRO in close chain with the greatest masters, 
— llabelais, Shaksjteare in comedy, Cervantes, But* 
ler, and Bums. If 1 should add another name, I 
find it only in a living countiyman of Bums. 

lie is an exceptional genius. The jieople who 
care nothing for literature and i>oetry care for 
Burns. It was indiiferent — they thought who 
ssaw him — whether he wrote vei'se or not : he 
ceidd have done anything eLse as well. Yet how 
true a ijoet is he ! And the ]>oet, too, of jXK>r men, 
of gray hodden and tl^i guernsey coat and the 
blouse. lie has given voice to all the exjieriences 
of connnon life ; he has endeared the farm-house 
and cottage, patches aftd poverty, lieans and barley ; 
ale, the jioor man’s wine ; hardship ; the fear of 
debt ; the dear socict}’ of weans and wife, of broth- 
ers and sisters, pioud of each other, knowing so few 
and finding amends for want and ^obscurity yi 
books and thoughts. What a love of natiu*e, and, 
shall I s^y it? of middle-class nature. Not like 
Goethe, in the stars, or like B^non, in the ocean, 
or Moore, in the luxurious East, but in the homely 
laudsca|}e which the ]x>or see aroimd tliem, —> bleak 
leagues of pasture and stubble, ice and sleet and 
rain and snow-choked brooks ; birds, hares, field- 
mice, thisUes and heather, which he daily knew. 
How many ** Bonny Doons ” aMd ** John Anderson 
xny jo’s ” and “ Auld lang Synes all around the 
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earth have his verses been appHeil to! Amniis 
love-songs still woo and melt the youtl»s and maids ; 
the farm-work, the eountrv holidav, tlie fishing-col>- 
ble, ai-e still his debtors to-thn'. 

And as he was thus the |K)et of the jmor, anxious, 
cheerful, working humanity, so had he the language 
of low life. He grew up in a rimil district, sjwak- 
ing a patois unintelligible to all but natives, ami 
he lias made the Lowland Scotch a Doric dialect of 
fame. It is the only example in history of a lan- 
guage made classic by the* genius t>f a single man. 
But moix? than this. lie had that secret of g«*nius 
to di’aw from the bottom of S(H-iety the .strength of 
its S|)eech, aiul a.stoiiish the ears of the jwdite with 
these artless words, better than art, ami filterc«l of 
all oft’ence through his beauty. It seemed odious 
to Luther that the <levil should have all the best 
trines ; he would bring them into the churches ; and 
Buni.s knew how to take from fairs ami gypsies, 
blacksmiths ami drovers, the spe<.>eh of the market 
and street, and clothe it with melody. But I am 
detaining you too long. The memor}' of Burns, — 
I am afraid heaven and earth have taken too good 
care of it to leave lus anything to say. The west 
winds are inurinuring it. Open the windows be- 
hind you, and hearken for the incoming tide, what 
the W'aves .say of it.! The doves perching always 
on the eaves of the Stone Chapel opjrosite, may 
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kn<tvv something about it. Every uanic in broad 
Scotland keeps bis fame briglit. The memory of 
Hums, — every man’s, everj' boy’s and girl’s head 
carries snatches of his songs, and they say them hv 
heart, and, what is strang«*st of all, never learned 
them from a book, bjit from moutli to mouth. The 
wind whisjH‘rs them, the birds whistle them, the 
<>orn, baric)', mul bulrushes hoarsely rustle them, 
nay, the music-boxes at (leneva are framed and 
toothed to jday them : the hand-organs of the Sa- 
\ <iyai'ds in all cities re2»e!ii them, and the chimes of 
bells ring them in the sjiiivs. They are the prop- 
ertv ami the solace of maukiud. 
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WALTER SCOTT. 


Tiik incnioiy of Sh* A\'alter Scott is clear to tliis 
Society, of wliiclT he was for ten years an Honorary 
Member. If only as an eminent antiqnaiy who lias 
.shed lif^ht on the history o^ Europe and of the Eng- 
lish race, he had high claims to our regard. But 
to the rare tribute of a centennial anniversaiy of 
his birthday, which wo gladly join with Scotland 
and indeed with Europe to keep, he is not less en- 
titled, — jK*rhaps he alone among the liteiaiy men 
of this century is entitled, — by the exceptional 
debt which all English-sjieaking men have gladly 
owed to his char.aeter and genius. I tliink no 
modem writer has inspired his readers with such 
affection to his own personality. I can well remem- 
ber as far back as when ** The Lord of the Isles '' 
was first rejmblished in Bo.ston, in 1815, — my own 
and iny school-fellows’ joj' in the book. “ IMarmion ’* 
and “ Tli8 Lay ” had gone before, but we were tlien 
learning to spell. *Iu the face of the later noveLs, 
we still •el.'iim that his poetry isjthe delight of boys. 
»Bnt tills means that when wc rc-opeu these old 
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books wc all consent to l)e boys again. We t*rcail 
over our youthful grouiuls with joy. Critics have 
found them to be only rhymed prose. But I Imj- 
Heve that many of tho.se who read them in youth» 
when, later, they come to dismiss finally their stJiool- 
days’ library, will make some fond exception for 
Scott as for Bp*on. 

It is ea.sy to see the origin of hi.s poems. Ilis 
own car had been charmed by old ballads croonetl 
by Scottish dames at fiiesides, and written down 
from their li])s by antiquaries ; and, finding them 
now outgrown and dishonored by the new culture^ 
he attempted to dignif}' and adapt them to the 
times in W’hieh he lived. Jiist so much thought, so 
much picturesque detail in dialogue or description 
ns the old ballad required, so much suppression of 
details and leaping to the event, he would keep and 
i'sc, but without any ambition to write a high jiocm 
after aclas.sic model. He made no pretension to 
the lofty stj'le of Si>cnser, or Milton, or Wordsworth. 
Compared with their purified songs, purified of all 
ephemeral color or material, his were vers de socUtd, 
But he had the skill proper to vers de soci^ld, — 
skill to fit his verse to his topic, and not to write 
solemn pentameters alike on ^ hero or a spanieL 
Ills good sense probably elected the ballad to make 
Ills audience largen. He apprehendetl in advance 
the immense enlargement of the reading public^* 
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which almost dates from the era of his hooks, — 
M'hich his hooks and Byron’s inaugurated; and 
which, Uiough mitil then unheard of, has become 
familiar to the present time. 

If (he success of his |K>ems, howerer large, was 
partial, that of his novels was complete. The tone 
of strength in “ Waverlcy ” at once announced the 
^master, and was more than justified hy the superior 
genius of the following romances, up to the “ Bride 
of Lammermoor,” which almost goes hack to ^£s- 
chylus for a counterpart^as a painting of Fate, — 
leaving on every reader the impression of the high- 
est and.purest tragedy. 

His power on the pablic mind rests on the singu- 
lar union of two influences. By nature, hy his 
reading and taste an aristocnit, in a time and coun- 
try which easily gave him that bias, he had the vir- 
tues and graces of that class, and by his eminent hu- 
manity and bis love of labor esca}>ed its harm. lie 
saw* in th^ English Church the symbol and seal of 
all social order; in the historical aristocracy the 
licnefits to the State wliich Biuke clsumed for it ; 
and in his own reading and research, such store of 
legend and renown as w'on his imagination to their 
caiise. ^ot less his eminent hiunanity delighted in 
the sense and virtue and wit of the common jieople. 
In his'owm household and neigjibors he foimd char- 
acters and pets of humble class, with whom he es- 
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tablished the lest relation, — small farmers and 
tradesmen, shopliertls, lisliermen, g 5 ']) 8 ies, peasant- 
girls, crones, — and came with these into real ties 
of mutual help and good-will. From these origi- 
nals he drew so genially his Jeauie Deans, his Din- 
luonts and Edie Ochiltrees, Cideb Balderstoues and 
Fairservices, Cuddie Ilcadriggs, Dominies, INIeg 
Morrilies and Jenny Kintheronts. full of life aiul 
reality ; making these, too, the pivots on which the 
plots of his stories turn ; and meantime without one 
woiil of bi"ig of this disocrniuent, — nay, tliis ex- 
treme sjTupathy reaching down to eveiy beggar and 
beggar’s dog, and horse and cow. In the 'number 
and variety of his chai'actei*s he ap})roaches Shalt- 
S}>eai'e. Other painters in verse or piose have; 
thrown into litemture a few type-figures ; as Cer- 
vantes, DeFoe, Kiehardson, Gohlsmith, Sterne and 
E'elding ; but Scott portrayed with equal strength 
and success every figure in his crowded coinpanj'. 

His strong good sense savetl him from (the faults 
and foibles incident to i>oeto, — from nervous ego- 
tism, sham modesty, or jealousy. He jdayed ever 
a manly part. With such a foitune and such a 
genius, we should look to see what heavy toll the 
Fates took of him, as of Roussqau or Voltaire, of 
Swift or Byi-ou. But no ; he had no insanity, or 
vice, or blemish. He was a thoroughly upright, 
wise and great-hearted man, ecpial to whatever event 
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or fortune shouUl tiy him. Disastiirs only drove 
him to immense exertion. Wiiat an ornament and 
sjifegnard is humor ! Far better than wit for a 
poet aiid writer. It is a genius itself, and so de- 
fcnd-s from the insanities. 

Under what rare eonjunetion of stars was this 
man born, thiit, wherever he livetl, he found suixi- 
^ rior men, jKissed all his life in the Ixjst eoin[iany, 
and still found himself the best of the best ! He 
w’as a]>prentieed at Kditibiirgh to a Writer to the 
Signet, and beeame a Writer to the Signet, and 
fouml himself in his youth and manhood and age 
in the Society of Mackintosh, Horner, Jeffrey, Pla}'- 
fair, Dugald Stewax*^ Sydney Smith, Leslie, Sir 
M'llliam Hamilton. Wilson, Hogg, Dc (^ixiucey, — 
name only some of his litex'aiy neighbors, and, as 
soon as he died, all this brilliant eiiade was broken 
tip. 
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REMARKS AT THE MEETING FOR OR- 
GANIZINXf THE FREE RELIG- 
IOUS ASSOCIATION. 


Mu. CllAlIOlAX : 

I hardly ft-lu in fir*ling this house thi.s morn- 
in^a:. that 1 had come into the light hall. I came, 
as I .s^^J)J)oscd iny.se]f summoned, to a little commit- 
tee meeting, foi- sonie practical end, where 1 should 
happily and hunddy leani my lesson ; and I suj)- 
j>osed myself no longer subject to your call when I 
saw this house. I have listened with gi*eat pleasure 
to the lessons whiiii we h.ave heartV To to 

those Ia.st .spoken, I h.ave found so much in accortl 
with my own thought that I have little left to say. 
I think that it docs ’great honor to the sensibility 
of the committee that they have felt the universal 
demand in the community for just the movement 
they have begun. I say .again, in tlie plirase used 
by my friend, ^lat we began man^* years ago, — 
yc.s, and many ages before tluit. But I think the 
necessity very great, and it4ias prompted an equal 
magnanimity, that thus invite^ all classes, aU re- 
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ligioiis men, wliatcver their connections, wluite\W 
Uieir specialties, in whatever relation they stand to 
the Christian Church, to unite in a movcnient of 
benefit to men, under the sanction of relig:ion. Wo 
are all veiy sensible, — it is fortfcd on us every day, 

— of the feeling that churches are outgrown ; that 
the citjeds are outgi*own ; that a technical theology 
no longer suits us. It is not the ill-will of people 

— no, indeed, but the incaj)acity for confining them- 
selves there. The church i.s not large enough for 
the man; it cannot inspire the enthusiasm which 
is the parent of cveiything good in history, w'hich 
makes the romance of history. For that enthusi- 
asm you must have something g^-eater than your- 
selves, and not less. 

The child, the young student, finds scope in his 
mathematics and choiiiistry or natural liistoiy, bc- 
eawse he finds .a truth larger than lie is ; finds him- 
self continually instructed. But, in churches, evciy 
healthy and thoughtful iniud finds itself in some- 
thing less ; it is checked, cribbed, confiue<l. And 
the statistics of the American, the English and 
the German cities, showing that the mass of tho 
iwpulation is leaving off going to church, inditnite 
the necessity, which shotdd hav^ been foreseen, 
tliat the Church shoidd always Ijc new and extem- 
porized, because it is utcmal and springs from tho 
sentiment of men, or it does not exist- One won- 
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dei^ somctiiucs that the churches still retain so 
many votaries, >vheu he reads the histories of the 
Churcli. There is an element of childish infatua- 
tion in them which does not exalt our respect for 
man. Reatl in Michelet, that in Eurojje, for twelve 
or fourteen centuries, (lod the Father had no tem - 
ple and no altar. The Holy Ghost and the Son of 
Mary were worshipiMjd, and, in the thirteenth cen- 
tury, the First I’erson liegan to appear at the side 
of his Sou, in pictures and in sculpture, for wox- 
ship, but only through .favor of his Son. These 
mortifying puerilities abound in religious histon*. 
But aies<.>oi\ as every man is apprised of the Divine 
Presence within his 'ovrn mind, — is apprised that 
the perfect law of duty corresponds with the laws 
of chemistry, of vegetation, of astronomy, as face 
to face in a glass ; that the basis of duty, the ortler 
of society, the power of character, ,the wealtIi,of 
culture, the pcrfcctiou of taste, all draw their es- 
sence from this moral sentiment, tlien we have a 
religion that exalts, that commands all the social 
and all the private action. 

What strikes me in the sudden movement which 
brings ^together to-day so many separated friends, 
— sepai'ated hul; sympatlictic, — and what I ex- 
pected to find here was some practical suggestions 
by which we w'erc to reanimate and reorganize for 
ourselves tlxe true Church, tlie pure worship. Pure 
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ilotHrhie always bears fruit in pure Inruefits. It is 
only by goo<l works, it is only on the basis of ac- 
tive tluty, that worship tinds cxpix'ssiou, AVliat is 
best in the ancient religions was the sai-retl friciul- 
ships between heroes, the Sacretl liamls, and tlu‘ re- 
lations of the Pythagox-ean disciples. Our Masonic- 
institntions probably grew from the like origin. 
The close association which bound the first disci- 
ples of Jesus is another example ; aiul it were easy 
fit find more. The soul of our late war, which will 
always be remembered a.'? dignifying it, was, fir.st, 
the dc.siro to abolish slavery in this country, and 
secondly, to abolish the mischief of the war itself, 
bv healing and saving the sick and wounded sol- 
dier.s, — and this by the sacred bands of the Sani- 
tary Commi.ssion. I wi.sh that the various benefi- 
cent in.stitutions which arc springing up, like joyful 
}>kint.s of wholc-somcness, all over this country, 
should all be remembered as within the .sphere of 
this committee, — almost all of them grc repro- 
.sented here, — and that wirfiin this little ban«l that 
ha.s gathered hei-e to-<lay, should grow friendship. 
The intcre.sts that grow out of a meeting like this, 
should bind us with new strength to the old eter- 
nal duties. 



SPEECH 

AT THK ciECOXI) ANXl’A!. M^/^^TIXO OF THE FREE RKLIGIOI S ASSO- 
CIATIOX, AT TREMOXX TE>U»LE, FRIDAY, JUY 2S, 


VOL. XI, 




SPEECH. 


Fkiexds : 

I wish I cotdd deserve anj’thing of the kind ex- 
pression of my* friend, the President, and the kind 
good-will which the audience signifies, but it is not 
in my i>ower to-<lay to lyeet the natural demands 
of the occasion, and, quite against my design and 
my will, I shall have to request the attention of 
the audience to a few* written remarks, instead of 
the more extensive statement which I had hoped to 
offer them. 

I tJiink we have disputed long enough. 1 think 
we might now relinquish our theological controvqiv 
sies to communities more idle and ignorant than 
we. I ai^ glad that a more realistic church is com- 
ing to be the tendency t>f society, and tliat we are 
likely one day to forget our obstinate polemics in 
the ambition to excel each other in good works. 1 
have no wish to proselyte any reluctant mind, nor, 
I think, Lave 1 an;^ curiosity or impulse to intrude 
on those whose ways of thinking differ from mine. 
But as*my friend, your presiding officer, has asked 
>me to take at least some small part in this day’s 



convei'satiou, I am muly to give, aii often before, 
the first simple foumlation of my belief, that the 
Author of Nature lias not left himst'lf without a 
witness in any sane miml : that the moral senti- 
ment speaks to every man the law after whieh the 
Universe was made ; that we find parity, identity 
of design, tlirough Nature, and benefit to be the 
uniform aim : that there is a force always at work 
to make the be-'>t better and the worst good. "We 
have hati not long since presented ns by Max ^lul- 
kr a valuable paragraph t from St. Augustine, not 
at all extraordinary in itself, but only as coming 
from that eminent Father in the Chnreh,* and at 
that age, in whieh St. Augustine writes; ‘‘That 
whieh is now called the Christian religion exi.sted 
:ainoug the ancients, and never di<l not exist from 
the planting of the human race until Christ came 
i» the flesh, s.t which time the true religion which 
already existed beg.an to be called ( ’hristianify.” I 
lielieve that not only ('hristianit^' is a.s ^Id a.s the 
Creation, — not only every* sentiment and precept 
of Christianity can be jiarallelcd in other raligious 
w'ritings, — but more, that a man of Teligiou.s sus- 
ceptibility, and one at the same time convcr.sant 
with many men, — say a muelptra veiled man, — 
can find the same idea in numberless conversations. 
The religions find religion wherever they associate. 
When I find in people narrow religion, I find also < 
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in them narrow muling. Nothing really is so self- 
publishing, so (livulgatory, as thought. It cannot 
be confined or hid. It is easily carried ; it takes 
no room ; the knowh*«lge of KurojKj l(M>ks out into 
Pei’sia and India, and to the very Kaffirs. Every 
jtroverb, every fine text, every j)regnaut jest, tmv- 
els across the line ; and yoti will find it at Cape 
Town, or amosjg the Tai*t;»rs, "We are all believers 
ill natural religion ; we all agree that the health 
and integrity of man is self-res jiect, self-subsist- 
eney, a regard to natural conscience. .^Vll educa- 
tion is to accustom him to trust himself, discrimi- 
nate bi?tween his higher and lower thoughts, exert 
the timid faculties imtil they are robust, and thus 
train him to self-help, until he ceases to be an un- 
derling, a tool, and becomes a benefactor, I think 
wise men wish their rtdigion to be all of this kind, 
tcacdiing the agent to go alone, not to hang on llie 
world .as a pensioner, a jiermitted jierson, but an 
adult, seW-searehing soul, Imive to assist or resist 
a world : only humble hud docile before tlie source 
of the wisilom he h:us discovered within liini. 

As it is, every believer holds a different creed ; 
that i8,^all the chuivhes are churches of one mem- 
ber, All our seetj* have refined the ]>oint of differ- 
ence between them. The point of difference that 
still rcmain.s lietween churclieS, or between classes, 
is in the addition to the moral code, that is, to nat- 
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ural religion, of somewhat positive and historieah 
I thinh that to be, as Mr. Abbot has stated it in 
his form, the one difference remaining. I object, 
of course, to the claim of miracidous dis|)ensation, 
— certainly not to tlie doctrine of Clmstiauity. 
Tliis claim impairs, to my mind, the soundness of 
him who makes it, and indisposes us to his com- 
mimion. Tliis comes the wi*ong way; it comes 
from witliout, not within. This ]>ositive, historical, 
authoritative scheme is not consistent with our ex- 
perience or our exjiectatious. It is something not 
in Nature; it is contrary to that law of nature 
which all wise men recogniz^ ; namely, nc^’br to re- 
quire a larger cause than is necessary to the effect. 
George Fux, the Quaker, saitl that, though he luad 
of Clirist and God, he knew them only from the 
like spirit in liis owm soul, A\'c want all the aids 
ter our moral training. AVe cannot spare the vision 
nor the virtue of the saints ; but let it be by pure 
.symiMithy, not with any |H.*rsonal or offiu'al claim. 
If you are childish, and exhibit your saint as a 
worker of wonders, a thauinaturgist, I am rejiellcd. 
That claim takes his teachings out of logic and out 
of nature, and {lerniits official and arbitral^ sensr:.'s 
to be grafted on the teachings. , It is the praise of 
our New Testament tliat its teachings go to the 
honor and benefit ctl humanity, — that no lictter 
lesson has lieeu taught or incarnated. Let it stand, 
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beKutiful and wholewmet with whatever is most like 
it in the teaching and practice o£ men ; but do not 
attempt to elevate it out of humanity by saying, 
** This was not a man,” for then you confound it 
with the fables of cveiy popular religion, and my 
distrust of the story makes me distrust the doc- 
trine as soon as it differs from my own belief. 

Whoever thinks a story gains by the prodi^ous, 
by adding something out of nature, robs it more 
than he adds. It is no longer an exituiple, a model ; 
no longer a heai’t*stirrU>g hero, but an exhibition, 
a wonder, an anomaly, removed out of the range 
of infhiencp w'ith thoughtful men. I submit tliat 
in sound frame of mind, we read or remember the 
religious sayings and oracles of otlier men, whether 
Jew or Indian, or Greek or Persian, only for 
friendship, only for joy in the sociiil identity which 
they ojwn to us, and that these wosds would Ipvc 
no weight with us if we had not the same conviction 
already* I find sometliing stingy in the unwilling 
and dispai'aging admission of these foreign opinions, 
— opinions from all parts of the w'orld, — by our 
churchmen, as if only to enhance by their dimness 
the su|)crior light of Christianity. Meantime, ob- 
serve, you cannpt bring me too good a word, too 
dazzling a hojic, too iieneti’ating an insight fraiu 
the Jews. 1 hail every oue*with delight, as show- 
ing the riches of my brother, my fellow-soid, who 
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coiilcl thus think aiul thus greatly feel. Zealuis 
eagerly fasten their eyes on the (liffei*ences between 
their cree<.l and yoiu^, but the charm of the stiuly 
is in finding the agreements, the identities, in alt 
the religions of men. 

I am glad to hear each sect complain that they 
do not now hold the opinions they aR> chaiged 
with. The earth moves, and the inind opens. I 
am glad to believe^Wiety contains a class of hum- 
ble soub who enjoy tlic luxury of a J’cligion that 
does not degi'iule ; who flunk it the highest wor- 
ship to expect of Heaven the most and the best ; 
who do not wonder that there was a Christ, but that 
there were not a thousand ; who have conceivetl an 
infinite hoi>c for mankind; who believe that the 
liLstorj' of Jesus is the history of every man, written 
larjfc. 
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It is a mile that holds in economy as well as in 
hydraulics, tfiat you must have a source higher 
than your taj). The mills, the shops, tlie theatre 
and the caucus, the colljjge and the chui’cli, liave all 
found out this secret. The sailors sail by chronom- 
eters tiiat do not lose two or three seconds in a 
y»?ar, ever since Nefrton explained to Parliament 
tl»at the way to improve navigation was to get good 
watches, and to offer public premiums for a better 
time-kcejK*r than any then in use. The manufac- 
turers rely on turbines of hydraulic ^wifeetion ;«the 
cari)ct-mill, on mordiuits and d3*es which exhamt 
the skiy of the chemist; the calico print, on de- 
signers of genius wht) draw the wages of artists, 
not of artisans. Wedgwood, the euiiueut pottei*, 
bravely took the sculptor Flaxinau to counsel, who 
said, Send to Italj', search the museums for the 
forms *of okl Etruscan vases, urns, watei'-ijots, do- 
mestie and sacrificial vessels of all kinds.” They 
built* great works and called tlieir manufacturing 
village Etruria. Flaxman, with Ids Greek taste, 
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solectod ami comVmtHl tho loveliest fonus, wllieli 
were executed in Etiglish clay ; sent Ihjxos of tlieso 
as g^fts to eveiy court of EurojK*, and formed the 
taste of the world. It was a renaissance of the 
hivakfast table and china-closet. The brave manu- 
faetui’ers made their fortune. The jewellers imi- 
tated the reviveil models in silver and gold. 

The theatre avails itself of the best talent of 

C 

jioct, of painter, and of amateur of taste, to make 
the ensemble of dramatic effect. The marine in- 
surance office has its matlicmatical counsellor to 
settle averages; the life-assuran<‘e, its table of an- 
nuities. The wine merchant has his analyst ami 
ta.stcr, the more exquisite the 'better. He ha.s also, 
I fear, his debts to the chemist as well as to the 
vineyard. [ 

Our nuHlern wealth stands on a few staples, and 
th« interest nations t<M»k in our war was exasper- 
atetl by the iimM)rtanec <if the c«)tton ti*a<le. And 
what is cotton ? One plant •mt of some rf^.wo hun- 
dred thousand known to the botanist, vastly the 
larger part of which are reckoned weeds. What is 
a w.je<l ? A phaiit wluisc virtues have not yet been 
di.scovcretl, — every one of the two hundred thou- 
.sand probably yet to be of utility, in the aids. As 
Baetdius of the vine, Ceres of the wheat, as Ark- 
Wright and Whitnay Were the deini-gods of cotton, 
so jirolific Time will ^-et bring an inventor to every 
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There is not a property in nature hut a 
niiiul is horn to seek and find it. For it is not the 
plants or the animals, innuinerahle as they are, nor 
the wlade magazine of material nature that can gi ve 
the sum of jwwer, hut the infinite applicability of 
these things in the hands of thinking man, every 
new a]>piieatiou being equivalent to a new material. 

Our sleepy civilizsition, ever since Koger Bacon 
and Monk Schwartz invented gunpowder, has built 
its wht»lc art of war, all fortification by land and 
sea. all drill and military education, on that one 
eom]H)und, — all is an exttuision of a gun-barrel, — 
and is* very scornful ahoJit bows and arrows, and 
reckons Greeks ami 4^omans and Middle Ages lit- 
tle better than Indians and bow-and-arrow times. 
As if the earth, water, gases, lightning and calorie 
had not a million energies, the discoveiy of any one 
of wliit'h could change the art of \var again, ^nd 
put an end to war by the exterminating forces man 
can app^. 

Now, if this is true«in all the useful and in the 
fine arts, that the direction must be tb'awn from a 
sujH'rior source or there will be no good work, does 
it hold less in our social and civil life ? 

In our popular politics you may note that each 
aspirant who rises above the ci'owd, however at 
first biakiug his obetlient apiirenticeship in party 
tactics, if he have aagaeity, soon learns that it is by 
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no means by obeying the 'I'wlgar weathercock of bis 
})ai‘ty, the resentments, tlte fears and whuns of it, 
tliat real |K>wer is gained, but that he must often 
face and resist the party, and abide by his resist- 
ance, and put theju in fear ; that the only title to 
their permanent respect, and to a larger following, 
is to sec for himself what is the real public iuterest, 
and to stand for that ; — that is a principle, and 
all the cheeriug and hissing of the crowd must by 
and by accommodate itself to it. Our times easily 
afford you ven' good examples. 

The law' of water and all fluids is true of wit. 
Prince Mettemich said, “ Kevolutions begirt- in tho 
best heads and run steadily down to the i>opulace.’* 
It is a verj' old observation ; not truer because 
Mettemich said it, and not less true. 

Tlierc have been revolutions which w'ere not in 
the interest of feudalism and barbarism, but in that 
of society. And these are distinguished not by tho 
number's of the combatants nor the numbcTJS of tho 
slain, but by the motive. No interest now attaches 
to the wars of York and Lancaster, to the wars of 
German, French and Spanish emperors, which were 
only dynastic wars, but to those in which a princi- 
ple was in%'olve<l. These are read, with passionate 
interest and never lose their pathos by time. When 
the cannon is aimed by ideas, when men with re- 
ligious convictions are behind i^ when men die for 
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what they live for, and the mainspring that works 
daily urges them to hazard all, then the cannon ar- 
ticulates its explosions with the voice of a man, then 
the rifle seconds the cannon and the fowling-piece 
the rifle, and tlie women make the cartridges, and 
all shoot at one mark ; then gods join in the com- 
bat ; then poets are bom, and the better code of 
laws at last recortls the victory. 

Now the ciflinination of these triumphs of hu- 
manity — and which did virtually include the ex- 
tinction of slavery — is the planting of America. 

At eveiy moment some one country more than 
any othgr represents the sentiment and the future 
of mankind. None vnll doubt that America occu- 
pies this place in the opinion of nations, as is 
proved by the fact of the vast inmiigration into 
this country from all the nations of Western and 
Central Europe. And when the ad\yntiu’ers hjve 
planted themselves aud looked about, they send 
back all |he money they can spare to bring their 
friends. • 

Meantime they And thb country just passing 
tlirongh a great crisis in its history, as necessary 
as lactation or dentition or puberty to the human 
individ^l. We ^ in these days settling for our- 
selves and our descendants questions which, as they 
shall be determined in one way or the other, will 
make the peace and prosperity or the calamity of 
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tlu* next agos. The questions of pAlueatioii, of ;So- 
eietv. of Labor, the dii'cetioii of talent, of ehai’ae- 
ter, the nature ami habits of the American, may 
well oet'upy ns, ami more the t|uestion of Keligion. 

The new eomlitions of mankiml in America are 
really favorable to progress, the removal of absunl 
restrictions ami antique inequalities. The miml is 
always better the more it is nseil, ami here it is 
kept in practice. The humblest is tl.iily challenged 
to give his ojiinion on jmictieal <picstions, and while 
civil and social freedom exists, nonsense oven has 
a favoKiblc eft'oet. Cant is g(Mnl to provoke com- 
mon sense. The Catholic Church, the trauce-me- 
dium.s, the rebel jiaradoxes, esasjH’rate the common 
sense. The wilder the panulox, the more sure is 
Pimch to put it in the pillory. 

The lodging the power in the people, as in re- 
publican forms, has the effect of holding things 
closer to common sense ; for a court or an ari.st<K’- 
raey, which must always be a .small minority, can 
more ca.sily nm into follies^than a republic, which 
has too many ob-servci-s, — each with a vote in his 
hand, — to allow its head to be, turned bj' any kind 
of non-sense : since himger, thirst, cold, the erie.s of 
cliildren, and debt, aire alw.ays holding the masst^s 
hard to the essential duties. 

One hundred yearij ago the American people at- 
tempted to carry out the bill of political rights to 
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nn almost ideal perfection. They have made great 
strides in that direction since. They are now pro- 
ceeding, instnicted l>y their success and by their 
many fniimcs, to carry out, not tl»e bill of rights, 
l>ut the bill of Inunnn duties. 

And hK)k what revolution that attempt involves. 
Hitherto government has been that of the single 
]>erson or of the aristocracy. In this c«iuntrv the 
attempt to resTst these elements, it is asserted, must 
throw us into the government not cpiite of mobs, 
but in practice of an iij^erior class of ju'ofessional 
politicians, who by means of newspai>ers and cau- 
cuses rutdlv thrust their unworthy minoritv into the 
plaoe of the old ai^istAcracv on tlic t»ne side, and of 
tlut industrions, wcll-tauiiht but uuaiabititms 

]K»])nlation on tlie otlioi\ win the po-^ts of power, 
ainl give their direetion to alfairs. lienee liberal 
i'ongrf'^sfs and legislatures ordain, k) the snrpwse 
of the jietiple, interested and vieious 

ineasnret^ The men themselves are suspeeted and 
eharged with lolibyin^ and lieing lobbied. X(» 
measure is alttanpted f(*r itsc^lf. but tlie opinion of 
the j>eo|>le is courted in the tirst jdai'e, and the 
ineasure.s are pf^rfunetorily carried through as sec- 
ondary. AVe do choose onr own candidate, no, 
nor any other man’s first choiee, — Vmt only the 
avaihiTde candidate, whom, perhaps, no man loves. 
AVe do not spi‘ak what we think, but grope after 

Voi« XI, 2i» 
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tlie practicable and available. Instead of 
ter, there is a studious exclusion of cluiracter. Tlie 
people are fearetl and flatteml. They are not rei>- 
rimauded. The country Is govei’ued in bar-rooms, 
and in tlie mind of bar-rotuns. The low can best 
win the low, and each aspirant for jiower vies with 
his rii’al which can stoop lowest, and depart widest 
from himself. 

Tlie partisan on moral, even on 'religions ques* 
tions, will choose a proven rogue who tnin answer 
the tests, over an honest, afiVK'tionate, noble gentle- 
man ; the partisan censing to be a man that he may 
be a sectarian. 

The spirit of our jioHticaf economy is low and 
degi’ading. The precious metals arc not so precious 
as they are esteemed, ilan exists for hi.s own .sake, 
and not to .add a lalKirer to the state. The spirit 
of our jKilItie.il action, for the most part, considers 
nothing less tliaii the sairrediie.ss of man. Parly 
sacrifices man to the measure. 

» 

We have 8<-en tin* great’ jiarty of j»rojM*rty .and 
education in the country drivelling and huckstering 
away, for views of jiarty fear nr ailvaiitage, every 
jiritieijile of humanity and the <le.ire.st hojies of man- 
kind ; the tru.stee3 of powirr <mly energetic when 
misehtef could be done, imbeeilo .as coi*pses W'hcu 
evil was to l>e prevented. ' 

Our great men succumb so far to the forms of 
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thfliclay as peril their integrity for the $ake of 
adding to the weight of their jicrsonal character 
the authority of office, or making a real - govern- 
ment titular. Our politics are full of adventurers, 
who hav'ing by education and social innocence a 
good repute in the state, break away from the law 
of honesty and think they can afford to join the 
devil’s party. ’T is otliou?, these offenders in high 
life. You ruMy to tlie support of old charities and 
the cause of literature, and there, to be sure, are 
these brazen faces. In this innocence you ju-e puz- 
zled how to meet them ; must shake haiids with 
them, lyuler protest We feel towaid them as the 
minister about the Cod farm, — in the old 

time when the minister was still invited, in the 
spring, to lu^ke a prayer for the blessing of a piece 
of land, — the gootl pastor Ixdng brought to the 
spot, .stoj)ped short : “ No, this land does not want 
a prayer, this laud wants manure.” 

“ Tis virtue which they want, aud wanting it. 

Honor iu> garnicnt,to their backs can fit.” 

Parties keep the old names, but exhibit a surpris- 
ing fugacity in creeping out of one snake-.skin into 
aiujther o^ e<]ual ignominy and lubrieity, and the 
grasshopper on Hie turret of Faueuil Hall gives a 
proper hint of the men below. 

I'N^jry thing j-ields. The very ghiciers are vis- 
cous, or regelate into conformity, and the stiffest 
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patriots falter ami eouiproiuise ; so tliat will eaunut 
l»e clepoiuled on to save us. 

How'rare an* arts of will I AVe are all livinjy 
according to eiistom ; \vc do as other ju'ople do, ami 
shrink from an act of oiir own. Every sueh at*t 
mnke.s a man famous, and we e:m all eotmt the few 
cases, — half a dozen in our time, — when a public 
man ventured to act a.s he thought, without waiting 
for orders or for jmblie (>piniun. ' John (^uiney 
Adams was a in.an of aii audacious independenco 
that always kept the public curiosity alive in nv 
ganl to what he might do. None coxdd predict hi.s 
word, and a whole congress could not g.'^Misay it 
when it was spoken. (ienera'I Jackson was a man 
of w'ill, and his phrase on one memorable occasion. 

I will take the responsibility,” is a proverb ever 
since. 

Tlje American marches with a cai'«*lcss .swagger 
to the height of jxower, very heedless of his own lil>- 
ertj" or of other peo])lcs\ in his reckless eonfideiujc 
that he can have all he wants, ri.sking all the ixri/.ed 
charters of the human race, ]>oxight with battle's and 
revolutions and religion, gambling them all away 
foi* a paltry selfi-sh gain. 

He sits .secure in the pos.session of hi.s va.st do- 
main, rich beyond all extwrienco in rtrsouiws, sex'.s^ 
its inevitable force ur.loeking its(*lf in elemental or- 
der day by day, year by year ; looks from lu.s coal- 
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fielfls, lii:> wheat-bearing j)raiiie, his gohl-mines, ti) 
his two oceans on cither side, and feeLs the security 
lliat there can be no faniiuc in a country reaching 
through so man}" latitudes, no want that cannot be 
•supplied, no danger from miy excess of ini]Kn tatioii 
of art or learning into a country of such native 
strength, siieli immense digestive power. 

In proportitin to the personal ability of eaeh man, 
he feels tin? invitation and career which the country 
opens to him. lie Is easil3" fed with wheat and 
game, with Ohio wine, ^)ut his brain is also pain- 
jK'red bv finer draughts, bj’ political i>ower and by 
the po\wr iu the railrtjad board, in the mills, or the 
banks. This elevates his .sjurits, and gives, of 
cour.s<\ an i*as\' self-reliance that makes him self- 
wilKnl and unscrupulous. 

I think this levity is a reaction on the people from 
the cxtraordiuaiw advantages and linvitations# of 
their condition. AVlien we live most disturbed by 
their ras^i and immoral voting, it is not malignity, 
but recklessness. are careless of j>olities, be- 

cause thej- do not entertain the possihilit}" of being 
seriously caught in meshes of legislation. They feel 
.strong and irresistible. Thej' bidieve that what* 
they have cnactc|il the^" can repeal if they do not 
like it. But one niaj" run a risk once too often. 
They stay away from the polls, sajdng that one vote 
can do no good ! Or they take another step, and 
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say One vote can do no harm ! and vote for some> 
thing which they do not ajjprove, iK^eause their 
party or set votes for it. Of conrso thb puts them 
in the power of any party having a steady interest 
to promote w'hich docs not conflict manifestly witli 
the pecuniary interest of the voters. But if they 
should come to be interested in themselves and in 
their career, they would no mort‘ stay away from the 
election than from their own counting-room or the 
hoiLse of their friend. 

The people are right-minded enough on ethical 
questions, but they imust pay their debts and must 
have the means of living well, and not pinching. 
So it b useless to rely on them to go to a meeting, 
or to give a vote, if any cheek from thb mtist-liave- 
the-mouey side arises. If a customer looks gravo 
at their newspajwr, or damns their mondjor of Con- 
gr<:«, they tc&e another newspaper, and vote for 
another man. They must have money, for a cer- 
tain style of living fast iMjcoincs nec<‘sssr-*y ; they 
must take wine at the hotel, first, for the look of 
it, and .second, for the pnqwse of sending the bottle 
to two or tlmec gentlemen at the table ; and pres- 
ently because they have got the taste, and not 
feel that the}' have dined withoutdt. 

The record of the election now and then ^arins 
people by the all but' unanimous choice of a rogue 
and brawler. But bow was it done ? What law- 
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less mob burot into the polls and threw in these 
hundreds of ballots in defiance of the magistrates? 
Tliis was done by the very men you know, — tlie 
mildest, most sensible, best-natured peojde. The 
only siecount of this is, that they have been scared 
or warptul into some association in their mind of 
tlie candidate with the interest of their trade or of 
their property. 

Wliilst eadli cabal urges its canditlate, and at 
last brings, with cheers and street-demonstrations, 
men whose names are a knell to all hope of prog- 
ress, the gooil and wise are hidden in their active 
retirements, and are cpiite out of question. 

These we must join to wake, for these are of the strain 
Tliat justice clivrc defend^ and will the age inaiutaiii.’’ 

Yet wc know, all over tills country, men of in- 
tegrity, capable of action ami of t^airs, with the 
ileepest sympatliy in all that concerns the piiLlie, 
inortifie^l by the national disgrace, and quite ca- 
llable of any sacrificoiexcept of theii* honor. 

Faults in the working appear in our system, as 
in all, but they suggest their own remedies. After 
every* practical mistake out of winch any disaster 
gi‘ows, the peoplie wake and correct it with energy. 
And any disturbances in politics, in civil or foreign 
wars, sober them, and instantly show more virtue 
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auil iH>nvictiou in tUo popular vote. In each ii^sw 
thmit of faction the ballot has been* beyond expec- 
tation, rij^ht ami decisive. 

It is overall ins|)iration, God only knows whence ; 
a stiddeu, imdatotl perception of eternul right voux- 
ing into and correcting things that were wrong : a 
|K'reoption that jmsses through thousands as reatlily 
as through one. 

Tlie gracious lesson taught by sdiem*e to this 
i‘ouiury is, that the liistory of nature from first to 
last is incessant advanei* from less to more, from 
rude to liner organization, tlu* globe of matter thus 
conspiring with the priindple of umlying hope in 
man. 'Xatiirc works in immeriSo time, anti spemls 
individuals anti ratios jmMligally to prepare ni*w 
rmlividuals an<l races. Tlu* lowtu' kimlsanMuie af- 
ter one extingiiishetl ; tlie higlier form>. come in. 
The history t)f ^eivilizatiim, or tlie refining of cer- 
tain races to woiulerful jKJwer t»f performance, is 
analogous ; Imt tht? be>t eivilizalion yet is only valu- 
able as a ground of hope. 

Om*s is the country of poor men. Here is ]>rac- 
tical deiiKKuacy ; liere is tlic luiinnn ratu? poured 
out over the continent to do itself justiiH> ; all man- 
kind in its shirt-sleeves ; not griinaciiig like poor 
rich men in <dties, pretimdiug to be rich, but un- 
mistakably taking off its coat to hard work, when 
lalxir is sure to pay. This through all the country. 
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Por really, tliough y<m see wealth in the capitals, 
it is only a sprinkling of rich men in the cities and 
:jt sjmrst! jK*ints ; the bulk of the population is jHiOr. 
In Maine, nearly every man is a liunbeix*r. In 
Massachusetts, eveiy twelfth man Ls a shoeuiiiker, 
ami the rest, millers, farim rs, suilors, fishennen. 

Well, the result is, instead of the doleful experi- 
eiu'C of the European economist, who tells us, “ In 
:ilniost all eoitntries the condition of tin* great body 
of the j)eo[)le is poor and miserable," herf) that siiihe 
“reat boily has ai’vived at a sloven plenty, — liam 
ami eoru-calv<*s. tight roof ami coals enough liave 
been aUaim^d ; an unbuttontsl comfort, not clean, 
not thoughtful, far from polishc<l, without dignity 
in his repose ; the man awkward and restless if he 
have not something to d<i, but honest and kind for 
the most jjart. understanding his own rights and 
.stiff t<» maintain them, and dispos’d to give^ his 
children a lartter education than ho received. 

Till! ideally inijirovement of the piddle schools in 
the cities and the country enables the farmer or la- 
borer to sceui’e a preeions primary edueatiou. It is 
rare to find a born .Vmerican who cannot read and 
write. The facility with which clubs are formeil 
by young men for iliscussion of social, jiolitical and 
intellectual toju<>s secures the n >toriely of the ijues- 
tionl. • 

Our instil titions, of which the town is the unit. 
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are all e<lucatioual, for resjjonsibility etluoates ffist. 
The town meetings is, after the high si^hool, a liigher 
sehoo!. The legislature, to which every good 
farmer goes once on trial, is a superior acadeniy. 

The result appears in the jM)wer <>f invention, tho 
freedom of thinking, in the I'eudiness for reforms, 
eagerness for novelty, even for all the follies of 
false science ; i!» the antij>athy to stH'ret societies, 
in the pre«ionunanee of the tlemwnitie party in 
the |K)litics of the Union, and in the voice of the 
jnddic even when irivgidar pnd vicious, — the voice 
of njohs, the voice of lynch law, — because it is 
thought to bt?, on the whole, the vei’diet, ‘though 
Imdly s|ioken, of the greatest riiunlxT. 

All this forwartlness and sclf-relianee cover stdf- 
govennnent ; proc’cetl on the l>elicf that as the peo- 
ple have made a govennnent they can make an- 
otli^r; that thi*ir union and law are not in their 
incmorj', hut in their hloml and condition. If they 
unmake a law they can easily make a new pne. In 
Mr. Webster’s imagination the Aineri<‘an Union 
tt'as a huge Prince RujMjrt’s drop, which will snap 
into atoms if so much as the smallest end Ini shiv- 
ered off. Nov/ the fact is <iuite different froni this. 
The people are loyal, law-ahidii\g. They prefer 
order, and have no taste for misnilc and uproar. 

America w'as opened after the feudal mischief 
was sjycnt, and so the jieople made a good start. 
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We began well. No inquisition here, no kings, no 
nobles, no dominant church. Here heresy has lost 
its terrors. We have eight or ten religions in every 
lai'ge town, and the most that comes of it is a de> 
greo or two on tlie tliermometer of fasliion ; a pew 
in a particular church gives an easier entrance to 
the subscription IkiU. 

We Wgan with frcetlom, and ai*e defended from 
shocks MOW a century by the facility with which 
Uirough ]>opukir assemblies every necessary meas- 
ure of refonn can instq^itly be carried. A congress 
is a stamling insurrection, and escapes the violence 
of aecnmiUated giiev/uice. As the glol»e keeps its, 
identity by perpetual cliange, so our civil system, by 
jyerpetual appeal to the people and acceptance of 
its reforms. 

The government is acquainted nith the opinions 
of all classes, knows the leiiding men in thc^mid- 
die class, knows the leaders of the hiunblest class. 
The Piesident comes near enough to these ; if he 
does not, the caucuS does, the primary ward and 
town meeting, and what is imjmrtant does reach 
him. 

Tlje men, tlie women, all over this land shrill 
^eir cxclainatk^ns of impatience and indignation 
at what is short-coming or is unl>ecoming in the 
government, — at the wanfof humanity, of moral- 
ity, — ever on broad grounds of general justice, and 



-112 THE FOnrUXE of the IlEPCHTIt. 


not on tho fljiss- fooling which nunws the iH.’re6i>- 
tion of Knglish, French, (jlerman people at hunie. 

In this fact, that wc art? a nation of iiuUvitluals, 
that we have a higljly intelleetiial organization, that 
we can see anil feci moral ilislinctions, anti tliat t>n 
such an organization sooner or later the moral laws 
must tell, to such ears must speak, — in this is our 
hope. For if tla> prosperity of this country has 
Ikh'ii merelv the oheilieuce of man to the guiding 
of natiu*e, — of great rivers and prairies, — yet is 
there fato ab«)ve fate, if wo cho«tse to speak this 
language; or, if there is fate in corn and ct»tton, w> 
is there fate in thought, — this, namely, that tlie 
largest thought and tlie witle.4t love are lau-n to 
victory, and must jirevail. 

The revolution is the work of no man, hut the 
eternal eft’ervcsceuee of nature. It never did not 
worl{. And wit say that revolutions heat all the 
insurgents, l>c they never so determined and ivoli- 
tie ; that the great interests of mankind, Ir-ing at 
every moment through ages iirfavor of justice, and 
the largest lil)crty, will always, from time to time, 
gtun on the adversary and at la.st win the day. 
Never country had .such a fortune, as men call for- 
tune, a.s thi.s, in its geogi-aphy, its^dstory, and in 
its majestic iKw.sihiiities. 

"We have much to learn, mueh to correct, — a 
great deal of lying vanity. The spread eagle must 
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fold his foofish wings and be less of a i>eacock ; 
must lccei> his wings to carry the thunderbolt when 
he is commanded. We must realize our rhetoric 
and our rituals. Our national flag is not affecting, 
as it sliould l>e, because it does not represent the 
Inundation of the United States, but some Balti- 
more or Chicago or Cincinnati or Philadelphia 
caucus ; not union or justice, but selfishness and 
cnniiiiig. If^wo never put on the liberty-cap until 
we were frccmiui l>y love and self-denial, the libcrtj"- 
cap would mean something. I wish to see America 
not like tlie old jiowers of tlie eartli, grasping, ex- 
clusive^ and narrow, but a benefactor such as no 
countiy ever was, lu^pitable to all nations, legislat- 
ing for ail nationalities. Nations were made to 
help viwh other as luucli as families were ; and all 
advancimicnt is l>y ideas, and not by brute force or 
mechanic form. 

In this country, with our practical iiiidcrstand- 
iiig, there is, at present, a great sensualism, a head- 
long devotion to tragic and to the concpiest of the 
continent, — to each man as large a share of the 
same as he can carve for liimsclf, — an extravagant 
wnfiilenec in our talent and activity, which be- 
comes* whilst successful, a scornful materialism, — 
but with the fault, of course, that it has no depth, 
no A'served force whereon to fall back when a re- 


verse comes. 
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That repose which is the onuunout ‘aud ripeuesa 
of man is not American. That i\'|K>se which indi* 
cates a faitii in the laws o£ tl>u imi verse, — a faith 
that thcjr will ftilhl themselves, and are not to he 
impedeil, tituisgressed, or accelerated. Our j>eople 
are too slight and vain. They arc easily ehitcd atuf 
easily depressed. See how fast they extend the 
fleeting fabric of their trade, — not at all consider* 
iug the ramote reaction and haukru{.tcy, hut with 
the same ahaudonmeut to the moment and the facts 
of the hour as the E.s4|uimaux who sells his bed in 
the ittoi'uing. Our jx^ople ac^t on the moment, and 
from external im{>ul.'ic. Thoy sill le.an op S4>iae 
other, and tiiis superstitiou.sly,'and not from insight 
of his merit. They follow a fact ; they follow suc- 
cess, and not skill. Therefore, :is soon its Ihc sue* 
ces.s sto]>s and the mliuirahlc man blunders, they 
quit him ; alrcfidy they remember that they long 
ago susjwcted his judgment, and they transfer the 
repute of judgment to the next j>ro.s|Hirou.s j>ei*son 
who has n<»t yet blundered. ,Of coiu-sc this levity 
makes them as easUy des]>oiul. It seems as if his* 
tory gave no acemmt of any society in wliicli de* 
spondency came so readily to heart as w'o see it and 
feel it in oiurs. Young men at thirty and even 
earlier lose all spring .and vivacity, and if they fail 
in their firat enterprise, throw up the game. 

The source of mischief is the cxti-emc difliculty 
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'wkh which men are roused from the tor{K>r of every 
day. Blessed is all that agitates the luass^ breaks 
up tills torjKir, and begins motion. Corpora non 
agant nhi soluta; the chemical ride is true in 
mind. Contrast, change, interruption, are necessary 
to new activity and new combinations. 

Tf a temperate wise man should look over our 
American society, I think tlie hi'st danger that 
would excite his alarm would be the European in- 
duenecs on this country. We buy much of Euro|)e 
that does not make us better men : and mainly the 
exjHMii^veness which is ruining that country. AVe 
iin^Kirt trifles, dancers, singers, laccs, books of pat- 
terns, iikkIcs, gloves and cologne, manuals of Goth- 
ic architecture, stcani-inade ornaments. America 
is provincial. It is an iiiimensc Halifax. See the 
secoiidurincss and ajiiiig of foreign syid English life, 
that nms through this country, in building, in tti'css, 
in eating, in books. Every village, every city has 
its architecture, its aostume, its hotel, its private 
house, its i-liurcli, from Englaiul. 

Our politics threaten her. Her manners tlircatou 
us. Life is gTOWii and growing so costly that it 
threatens to kiU us. A man is coming, here as 
there, to value himself on what he can bu 3 \ AVorst 
■of all, his expense is not hisrfiwn, but a far-off copy 
of Oslwrne House or the Elysco. The tendency of 
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tliH to ntiiko all nu‘u nltko : to extiiigiitsli iiuliviil- 
ualisiu aiul choke wp all the ehanneJs of inspiration 
from (IikI in nuui. We lose <nir invention ainl <le- 
seeml into iruitation. A man no longer coiuluets 
his own life. It is ntaimfaciured for him. The 
tailor makes voiir ilrcss ; tlie baker vonr bi*ea«l ; the 

« 4 . ^ 

upholsteivr, from an iinportcil book of jiatterus, 
your furniture ; the Bishop of Lomlon your faith. 

Intlie planters of this country, in ilSL* .seventeenth 
centmy, the ooiuUtions of the eountry, combined 
with the imjiatii’uce of arbitrary jM>wer which they 
brought from Kngland, forced tluon to a wonderful 
jK'rsonal independence ami to a certain herok* ]dant- 
ing and trading. Later this .strength apjieaml in 
the solitudes of the West, where a man is made a 
hei-o by the vtiried emergencies of Id.s lonely farm, 
ami neighlK)rhiM>ds must ctnnbine against the In- 
dian.s, or the hor.se-thievc.s, or the river rowdies, by 
organizing theiuselve.s into committees of vigilance. 
Thus the laud ami sea educate the people, and britig 
out presence of mind, sclf-rebance, and hiimlrcil- 
handed activity. These are the people for an emer- 
gency. They arc not to be surin’ised, jind can find 
a >vay out of any peril. This rong-h ami rca<Iy 
force bccome.s them, and mako.s them fit ettizens 
and civilizers. But if w'c found them clinging to 
Kngli.sli traditions, which are gi’accful cnougii at 
home, as the Engli-sh Church, and entailed estatc-s. 
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anA distrust of popular election, we should feel thb 
reactionary, aiid absurdly out of place. 

Ivct the passion for America cast out the passion 
for Euroj>e. Here let there be w'hat the earth 
waits for, — exalted manhood. What this country 
longs for is personalities, grand persons, to coim* 
teiact its materialities. For it is the rule of the 
rinivcrse that con\ sliall serve man, and not ujan 
corn. * 

They who find America insipid, — they for whom 
London and Paris have spoiled their own homes, 
can be spared to retui'u to those cities. I not only 
see a caffcei: at home fpr more genius than we have, 
but for more than th^re is in the world. 

The class of which I s})eak nmke themselves 
merry without duties. They sit in decorated club- 
houses in the cities, and biu'n tobacco and play 
whist ; in the country they sit idle» in stores joid 
bar-rooms, and burn tobacco, and gossip and sleep. 
They copplain of the flatness of American life ; 
“ America has no illhsions, no romance.” They 
have no perception of its destiny. They are not 
Americans. 

The^fclon is the logical extreme of the epicure 
and coxcomb, ^elfish luxury is the end of both, 
thou"h in one it is dcooi’atcd with refinements, and 
in tluj other brutal. But illy point now is, that 
this spirit^is not American. 

VOL XI. 27 
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Our young men lack idealism. A mait for^uc* 
cm must not be pure idealist, then he will practi* 
cally fail ; but he must have ideas, must obey ideas, 
or he might as well be tlie horse he rides on. A 
man does not want to be sun^lazzled, sun-blind • 
but eveiy man must have glimmer enough to keep 
him from knocking his head against the walls. 
And it is in the interest of civilization and good: 
societal'' and friendship, that I dread to hear of well- 
born, gifted and amiable men, that they have this 
indifference, disposing them to this despair. 

Of no use are the men who study to do exactly 
as was done before, who can never understnud that 
tonlay is a new day. There never was such a com- 
bination as this of ours, and the ntles to meet it are 
not set down in any history. We want men of 
original jicrception and original action, who can 
oiJcu their eyes wider than to a nationcality, — 
namely, to considerations of l>encfit to the htunan 
nice, — can act in the interest of civilization ; men 
of elastic, men of moral mind, who can live in the 
moment and take a .step forward. Columbus was 
no backward-creeping crab, nor was Martin Luther, 
nor John Adams, nor Patrick Henry, nor Thomas 
.Tefferson ; and the Genius or Ilestiny of AmcrieW 
is no log or sluggaixl, but a man incessantly ad- 
vancing, as the shadow on the dial's face, or the 
lieavenJy body by whose light it is mark^. . 
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•The flowering of civilization is the finished man, 
the man of sense, of grace, of accomplishment, of 
social power, — the gentleman. What hindera that 
he be bom here ? The new times need a new man, 
the complemental man, whom }>lainly this coohtiy 
must furnish. Freer swing his arms ; farther 
pierce his eyes; more forward and forthright his 
whole build and rig tlian the Englislunan’s, who, 
we sec, is mtch imprisoned in his backbone. 

’Tis certain tliat our civilization is yet incom- 
plete, it has not ended nor given sign of ending in 
a hero. ’T is a wild <femocracy ; the riot of medi- 
oeritieg and dishonesties and fudges. Ours is the, 
age of the omnibus; of the third i)crson plural, of 
Tammany Hall. Is it tliat natm'e has only so 
much intal force, and must dilute it if it is to be 
multi]>lied into millions ? The beautiful is never* 
plentiful. Then Illinois and Indiana, with^their 
spawning loins, must needs be ordinary. 

It is not a question whetlicr ive shall be a multi- 
tude of people. No, that has been conspicuously 
decidetl ali’cady ; but whether we shall be the new 
nation, the guide and lawgiver of all nations, as 
liaviifg clearly chosen and firmly held the simplest 
and best nilc of political society. 

Now, if the spirit whiclw years ago armed this 
country ^against rebellion, and put forth^ such gi- 
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gaiitic energy in tlie ehuritv of the Sanitary C«fin- 
lais^ioii^ could be waked to the conserving and cre- 
ating duty of making the laws just and hiunnne, it 
wei-e to enroll a great constituency of religioas, 
* self-res]>ecting, brave, tender, faithful obeyers of 
duty, lovei*s of men, tilled with loyalty to each other, 
and with the simple and sublime purj^xse of carry- 
ing out in private and in public action the desire 
and need of mankiiul. ^ 

Here is the post where the patriot should jdant 
himself ; liere tlie altar where virtuous young men, 
those to whom friendship is tlio dearest covenant, 
should bind each other to loyalty; wliertv- genius 
should kin<llo its fires and brirtg forgotten truth to 
the eves of men. 

V 

It is not |>ossible to extricate yourself from the 
‘‘ cpiestions in which your age is involved. Let the 
gCKxJ^ citizen jwrform the duties put on him here 
and now. It is not by heads reverted to the dying 
Demosthenes, or to Luther, or to Wallae^e, or to 
iieorge Fox, or to George Washington, that j^ou 
can combat the dangers and dragons that beset the 
United States at this time. I Indie ve this cannot 
be accomplished by dunces or idlers, but requires 
docility, sjmipathy, and religious^ receiving from 
higher principles ; for libei-ty, like religion, is a short 
and hasty finiit, and like all ]>ower subsists only by 
new rallyings on the source of inspiration^ 
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4Powcr can be generous. The very grandeur o£ 
the means which of¥cr themselves to us should sug- 
gest gi*andcur in the direction of our expenditure. 
If our mechanic arts are unsurpiissed in usefulness, 
if we have taught tiie river to make shoes and nails* 
and cari>cts, and the bolt of heaven to write our 
letters like a Gillott jjcn, let these wonders work 
for honest humanity, for the jxwr, for justice, gen- 
ius and the ^>ublic good. Let us realize that this 
countiy, the last found, is the great charity of God 
to the luuuan race. ^ 

America should aflSrm and establish that in no 
instance shall the gui^s go in advance of the present . 
right. We shall not make coi/^;s d'etat and after- 
wanls explain and pay, but shall proceed like Wil. 
li;uu Penn, or whatever other Christian or humane 
pei*son who treats with the Indian or the foreigner,* 
on principles of honest trade and inittual advai)tage. 
We can sec that the Constitution and the law in 
Americg, must be witten on ethical prmciples, so 
that the entire i>owtfr of the spiritual world shall 
liold the citizen loyal, and repel the enemy as by 
foive of nature. It sliould be mankind's bill of 
rights, or Royal Proclamation of the Intellect as- 
, cending the tbt;pne, announcing its good pleasure 
that now, once for all, the world shall be governed 
by common sense and law o# morals. 

Tlie c^jd of all political struggle is to .establish 
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morality as tlie basis of all logitdation. ’T is libt 
free institntions, ’t b not a democracy tliat is the 
end, — no, but only the means. Morality is the 
object of goTcrnmcnt. We want a state of tilings 
which crime will not pay ; a state of things which 
allows every' man the largest liberty compatible 
with the liberty of every other roan. 

Humanity asks that government shall not be 
ashamed to be tender and paternal, but tliat dem> 
cK'^ratic institutions shall be more thoughtful for the 
interests of women, for th() training of childien, 
and for the welfare of sick and unable jicrsons, and 
•serious care of criminals, than was ever any the 
lH?3t government of the Old World. 

The genius of the country lias marked out our 
true policy, — opportunity. Opiiortunity of cinl 
rights, of education, of jiersonal power, and not less 
of wealth ; doorS wide oiicn. If I could have it, — 
free trade witli all the world without toll or custom- 
houses, invitation as we now make to every<nation, 
to cvesy race and skin, white men, red men, yellow 
men, black men ; hospitality of fair field and equal 
laws to all. Let them compete, and success to the 
strongest, the wbest and the best. The bpd is 
wide enough, the soil has bread for<all. 

I hope America will come to have its pride in 
Uring a nation of servaW, and not of the served. 
IIow caiv men liavo any other ambitior. where 
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th^ reason has not suffered a disastrous eclipse ? 
Whilst every man can say I serve, — to the whole 
extent of my being I apply my faculty to the service 
of mankind in my eqiecial place, — he therein sees 
and shows a reason for his being in the world, anda 
is not a moth or incumbrance in it. 

The distinction and end of a soimdly constituted 
man is his labor. Use is inscribed on all his facul- 
ties. Use is* the end to which he exists. As the 
ti*ee exists for its fruit, so a man for his work. A 
fruitless plant, an idle^ animal, does not stand in 
the imivcrse. They arc all toiling, however secretly 
or slowk’, in the province assigned them, and to a 
use in the economy *of the world ; the higher and 
more complex organizations to higher and more 
catholic service. And man seems to play, by his 
instincts and activity, a certain pai*t that even tells* 
on the general face of the planet, >lrains swamps, 
leads rivers into dry coimtries for their irrigation, 
perforates forests and stony mountain-chains with 
ix>ads, hinders the inVoads of tlie sea on the conti> 
uent, as if dressing the globe for happier races. 

On Uie whole, I know that the cosmic residts will 
bo th^ same, whatever the daily events may be. 
r Happily we are xmder better g^iidance than of 
statesmen. Pennsylvania coal mines, and New York 
shipping, and free labor, th^igh not idealists, grav- 
itate in^ie ideal direction. Nothing less large than 
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justice can keep them in good temper. Justice seifc- 
isties everyboily, and justico alone. No monojxtly 
must be foisted in, no weak party or nationality 
sa<Ti£iced, no cow-aitl compromise conceded to a 
e>trong partner. Every one of these is the seed of 
vice, war and national disorganutation. It is our 
part to carry out to the hist the ends of lilierty and 
justice. We shall stand, tlien, for vast interests; 
north and south, cast and west will lie pi'esent to 
our minds, and our vote will he as if they voted, 
and we shall know that our vote secures the foun- 
ilations of the state, goixl-will, lilierty and seeunty 
„of traffic and of production, and mutual iucseaso of 
good-will in the great interests.' 

Our helm is given up to a better guidance than 
our own j the course of events is quite too strong 
‘lor any helmsman, and our little wherry is taken in 
tow \ff tlie ship'of the great Admiral which knows 
the way, and ha.s the force to draw men and states 
and planets to their good. „ 

Such ami so jwteut is this high mctluxl by which 
the Divine Providence sends the chiefest benefits 
under tlie mask of calamities, that I do not think 
we shall by any perverse ingenuity prevent the 
blessing. « 

In seeing this guidance of events, in seeing this 
felicity without cxamjhc that has rested on tho 
Union thps far, I find new confidence for t^f future. 
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1 «oul(l hea'rtily wish that our will and endeavor 
were more active paAieK to the work. But I see 
in all directions the light breaking. Trade and 
goverJBincut will not alone be the favored aims of 
mankind, but every useful, every elegant art, evei^t 
exercise of imagination, the height of reason, the 
noblest affection, the purest religion will find their 
kbme in our institutions, and write our laws for the 
benefit of m«n. 
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